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NEWS RELEASE





Reference  P/2004/120
Date  26 March 2004
‘COD WARS’ TRAWLERMEN’S SCHEME FINAL LIST 

CONFIRMED: GRIFFITHS

Trawlermen who fished on twenty-one ships from Aberdeen and Grimsby will be eligible to receive compensation under the extended Icelandic Trawlermen’s Compensation Scheme confirmed Trade and Industry Minister, Nigel Griffiths, today. 

Mr Griffiths said:

“I have carefully considered nominations from MPs, trawlermen and their representatives who argued that some vessels were unfairly excluded from the compensation scheme, depriving many former trawlerrmen of their right to compensation.  I am pleased to confirm that 21 new vessels will qualify for compensation from the scheme.’’

The scheme was extended to include vessels that fished in areas within Icelandic waters as defined in the scheme but where proof of this was not available because they were traditionally recorded as Faroes vessels.  These areas are principally Rosengarten and Working Man's Bank.
Mr Griffiths originally announced the twenty-one vessels set to receive compensation on 2 February and allowed a three-week appeal period for vessels not accepted.  There will be no further additions and no vessels have been added on appeal.  

Ships which meet the criteria for the extended scheme are:

from Aberdeen - Admiral Hawk, Admiral Vian, Alexander Bruce, Avondow, Clovella, David Wood, Dunkinty and Gelgairn.

from Grimsby - Erimo, Hondo, Judaen, Mohave, Okino, Philadelphian, Priscillian, Scampton, Shawnee, Syerston, Tiberian, Tokio and Yesso.

A full list of vessels, including those confirmed today, has now been added to the revised scheme rules which are published today. 

Notes to editors
1. The Department of Trade and Industry are re-examining the claims from trawlermen who worked on these boats and will pay additional compensation to those who qualify for it.  This will happen automatically – there is no need for claimants to re-apply.

2. The criteria for adding vessels to the list were:

· the full support of the trawlermen’s representatives;

· a recorded and extensive history of Faroes fishing;

· the size and weight of the vessel;

· the length of the voyage;

· the make-up of the crew; and

· previous information already received about the vessel’s trips to disputed areas, principally Rosengarten and Working Man’s Bank.

3. There is a help-line number for enquiries about the scheme: 01923 655100.  


4. The scheme opened in October 2000 and ran for two years, paying some £42 million to over 4,700 applicants.  It has been extended to include vessels that fished in areas within Icelandic waters as defined in the scheme but where proof of this is not available because they were traditionally recorded as Faroes vessels.

5.   Revised scheme rules incorporate the new list of vessels.  They are available on the DTI website www.dti.gov.uk/er/trawlermen's_scheme.htm
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