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Dear Consultee,

A Consultation on the Sustainable Construction Strategy Report 2006
I attach a copy of the Government’s consultation document about the Sustainable Construction Strategy Report 2006. Your comments on this draft report are invited by 26th April 2006.

The Government produced a strategy document ‘Building a better quality of life – a strategy for more sustainable construction’ in April 2000, (as part of a suite of guidance spanning across many sectors of industry and society generally).  The existing Strategy is now considerably out of date due to the major developments which have occurred since 2000 both in Government policy and within industry.  These include the publication, in March 2005, of the UK Sustainable Development Strategy which reinforces Government’s overall commitment to work with the industry sectors to strengthen business.  The European Union is also currently re-appraising its Sustainable Development Strategy.   With all these developments there is a widespread view that a review and update to the Strategy is now appropriate.

The purpose of this review is to create a framework within which the industry can continue to make a strong contribution to improving the quality of our lives and take account of the dynamics of the modern environment from topics such as: building design and the Code for Sustainable Homes, new construction methods and best practice, improved embedded energy systems, waste minimisation, enhancement of biodiversity, greater efficiency in carbon emissions and thorough assessment of the impact of climate change. 

The Government regards the Strategy for Sustainable Construction as an important initiative and wants to ensure that a full range of views are taken into account in developing the final version. We should like to know if you think the draft goes too far, not far enough or is flexible enough to have got it about right; whether the structure and content is right; whether it will prove cost-effective and practical; and finally, whether the targets and visions incorporated in it present a challenging but achievable set of objectives to ensure that future development of the construction industry is as sustainable as possible over the period from now to the year 2020. 

We look forward to receiving your views.

Elizabeth Whatmore

Director, Construction Sector Unit 


