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Dear Stakeholder 
 
 
Consultation on the proposed simplification of weights and measures 
law relating to the sale of foodstuffs and alcoholic drinks. 
 
Further to my letter of 12th October, we would like to draw your attention to the recent 
publication by the European Commission of its proposals to simplify EU law in relation to 
specified quantities for pre-packed products.   Para. 5.4 of our consultation document 
noted that these proposals were in preparation.    A copy of the Commission’s proposal 
can be accessed electronically at  
 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/prepack/index_en.htm. 
    
In essence, the Commission's proposal is for the repeal of all existing specified quantities 
for pre-packages as detailed in Directive 75/106/EEC and Directive 80/232/EEC, and for 
a new Directive which would substantially reduce the number of product categories subject 
to specified quantities.    Only the following categories would continue to be covered:  

• Wine (still, sparkling, liqueur, aromatized and "yellow" wines) 

• Spirits 

• Soluble coffee 

• White sugar 

The specified quantities for these products would all be mandatory - that is, there would no 
longer as at present be any additional sizes permitted at national level.   All products except 
those listed above would be free of restrictions as to packing sizes, and Member States 
would be prohibited from legislating for specified quantities at national level.    
 
We would welcome views generally on the Commission’s proposal, which would be 
valuable input into decisions as to the view which HMG should adopt when the proposal is 
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discussed in the Council.    If you have views on the proposal, you may like to provide 
these by replying to Q. 13 of the consultation document.    It will be noted that one 
important implication of the proposal for the UK is that it would no longer be possible to 
impose specified quantities on products not included in the list above.    The products for 
which specified quantities are at present imposed by UK legislation are listed in Annex K 
to the consultation document.    In particular, the proposal would mean that there would 
no longer be specified quantities for bread, milk and tea.     
 
You may also like to take account of the timing of this proposal when considering Chapter 
9 of the consultation document.   Q. 19 invited views on whether the reforms of UK 
weights and measures legislation which we have proposed should be carried through as 
soon as practical, or should await the completion of the Commission’s review.   It is too 
soon to say at this stage just when the Commission’s proposal is likely to be considered by 
the Council and the Parliament, but it seems unlikely that any resulting changes in UK law 
would take effect any earlier than 2007.   And since the Commission have yet to produce 
their proposals to revise Directive 76/211/EEC in the light of the SLIM Review (see para. 
9.3 of the consultation document), it seems safe to assume that the implementation of any 
resulting new measures would in that case fall somewhat later than 2007.   Feedback to date 
from stakeholders has suggested that the majority would prefer to see the UK legislation 
modernised as soon as reasonably practicable, rather than waiting for the completion of the 
Commission’s review.    But we would welcome any further or differing views on these 
issues.    
 
Also, we would like to draw your attention to the attached letter from the Federation of 
Bakers, proposing a wider range of specified quantities for bread.   We would welcome 
views on these proposals as part of the response to Q. 14 of the consultation document. 
 
Finally, you might like to be aware that the Department proposes to hold a meeting for 
stakeholders after the close of the consultation, to give an opportunity to report back on 
and discuss the responses.   This will provisionally be held on 26th January.    If you would 
like to be invited to this meeting, please send an e-mail to Amanda Walton 
(amanda.walton@dti.gsi.gov.uk). 
  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynnette Falk 
Assistant Director 
Consumer and Competition Policy 
 
 
 
 
 








