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2. Introduction 
ACCREDITATION = A formal system which provides an independent and authoritative attestation of the competence, impartiality and integrity of conformity assessment bodies.

accreditation supports value and credibility of work done and certificates issued by conformity assessment bodies - confidence in accredited certificates 
The European policy on accreditation is enshrined in the New Legislative Framework for the marketing of products 
3. Main elements covered by NLF 
· Accreditation / Market surveillance 
· Notified Bodies 
· Role and significance of CE marking 
· Common definitions & obligations 
Strengthened system through enhancement of the main features 
4. New Legislative Framework - Texts
OJ L218 - 13.08.08: 
· Regulation 765/2008 - requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products 
· Decision 768120081EC - a common framework for the marketing of products 
5. Complementary legislative tools 
REGULATION 
· Accreditation 
· Market Surveillance 
· Internal 
· Imported products 
· General principles 
· Overall framework applicable 1 Jan 2010 
DECISION 
· Definitions 
· Obligations for economic operators 
· Notified bodies (criteria I notification Iobligations) 
· Conformity Assessment Procedures 
· Safeguard mechanism 
· CE marking 
· Toolbox: Basis for future legislation 
6. Regulation - Accreditation
Two main objectives: 
1. To create confidence in accredited certificates thus establishing trust in the marketplace 
2. To ensure ONE accreditation certificate for whole EU 
7. Regulation - Accreditation 
Main principles 
· Why introduce accreditation? 
· Scope: no exemptions 
· Accreditation relating to conformity assessment 
· Rules apply both to mandatory and voluntary areas 
· Apply to product and services 
· Not render obligatory 
· Last level of control 
8. Regulation - Accreditation 
· Public authority activity 
· Single national accreditation body 
· Non competition principle 
· Strict cross border policy 
· Separation of responsibilities NAB from NA 
· Information obligations 
· Recognition of EA (European co-operation for accreditation) as official European accreditation infrastructure 
· Management of the peer evaluation 
· EC can mandate to develop sectoral accreditation schemes 
9. Regulation - Accreditation 
Requirements for NABs 
· Be independent of commercial motivations 
· Operate on a not for profit basis 
· Be authoritative, objective, impartial 
· No competition between NABs and between NABs and accredited CABs 
· Not be involved in conformity assessment for which they accredit other bodies 
· Balanced involvement of stakeholders 
· Member of EA and participation in peer evaluation (presumption of conformityi- mutual recognition) 
· Monitor CABs they have accredited - suspension/withdrawal of accreditation certificate 
10. Regulation - Accreditation

Requirements for Member States 
· NAB fulfils requirements = monitoring + corrective actions 
· Appropriate resources to NAB 
· NAB is deemed to exercise public authority, irrespective of legal status 
· NAB undergoes peer evaluation 
· Oversee (with EC) peer evaluation 
· Procedure for resolution of appeals 
· Prove that CAB evaluated not using accreditation complies with requirements 
11. Implementation - Member States 
· Structural and organisational alignment 
· Legal alignment - removal of inconsistent provisions 
12. Implementation - EC
· Political guidelines - EC, EFTA, MS &EA 
· Framework partnership agreement for EA 
· Inter-service steering group for accreditation 
· Publication list of NABs (NANDO?) 
· Peer evaluation: rules for small MS 
· Follow national legislative evolutions in MS 
· Follow development of EA 
· Interpretation of cross-border policy regarding multinational CABs 
13.Web site addresses 
· New Approach review:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newapproach/ review_en.htm

· Questions:
Entr-reg-approach-for-free-circ@ec.europa.eu
Annabel.Brewka@ec.europa.eu
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