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Bureau Veritas Certification – Accreditations and Legal entities

· BV started MS certification in 1988 in the UK – as Bureau Veritas Quality International 

· Bureau Veritas Certification developed his network of global and local accreditations using hubs for global accreditations :

· 2 main AB for global accreditation  UKAS and ANAB + sectors schemes (ISO 16949 SA8000, UN CDM) - to support clients who trade internationally

· 40 local AB worldwide for local accreditations - Recognised on local market only

· Reality is we are far away from accredited once recognised and accepted everywhere

· Certification activities of BV are delivered by a number of local legal entities (BV has a legal entity in nearly all EU Member states), owned by a Holding registered in France and having a branch office registered in the UK

· The branch office registered in the UK is holding all global accreditations

· ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 UKAS and ANAB

· ISO 22000, BRC, ISO 27001 UKAS

Legal Structure

Delivering accredited services - Decentralised schemes – 9001 14001

Delivering accredited services - centralised schemes – ISO 22000 & 27001

Potential Impacts of the EU accreditation

· Bureau Veritas has legal entities in the 27 member states of the EU which potentially requires to have 27 accreditations 

· Is it mandatory to be accredited locally in each of the Member state where there is a subsidiary to deliver certification in this country ? 

· is it possible to decide to be or not to be locally accredited in the subsidiaries countries –  can Bureau Veritas Netherlands, having chosen not to be RvA 9001 accredited, deliver a 9001 certificate under COFRAC or UKAS ?

· what is the implication for multiple accreditations being currently frequently requested by customers having both local and international activities - can Bureau Veritas Certification Poland, having a local accreditation, deliver certificate under Polish AB and COFRAC or UKAS

· is it possible in any of the MS countries whether Holding or subsidiaries to deliver certificates under both the local accreditation and a non EU one ? eg can Bureau Veritas Certification France deliver a certificate under COFRAC and ANAB ?

