GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR USERS OF HE CONTRIBUTING TO THE HE DEBATE
1. We thought it would be useful for all users contributing to our HE debate to have the information contained in this note. We will use the terms users and users’ contributions to signal that you are not engaging in a formal review, and that you are providing a different point of view from that of the contributors from the sector who are due to report to DIUS at the end of September.
2. We have now agreed with Ministers a set of guiding principles for Users and Users’ Contributions.  We hope you will find these helpful and reassuring.  The principles are:
· We have asked for Contributions from users from a range of sectors that benefit from and need higher education. These will represent personal points of view.  They are not formal reviews.  
· We have not asked users to report or represent a balance of opinion among stakeholders, or to hear evidence.  It is highly unlikely that users will be able to meet everyone who might ask to talk to them or to read all written submissions (this is consistent with the status we are giving to these pieces of work; but it is also the only practical way forward.  We would need different time scales and to provide full-scale secretariat support were we to take a different approach)
· We are asking users to do two things:
i. Respond to the contributions from the HE sector, due at the end of September. These contributions will make specific recommendations to Government, Higher Education Institutions and the Funding Council. Users will need to consider those recommendations that would have an impact on their sector and comment on this. They may wish to suggest alternative recommendations.
ii. Lay out what their sector will need from Higher Education over the next 10-15 years. We have asked the contributors from the HE sector to think about long-term challenges – about how we can build on and improve our performance in global terms in the period to 2020 so that the HE system we have in 2020 is world class. Users will also wish to reflect this.
· Users know that we are looking for them to produce material that will help us develop a long-term framework for HE, and therefore we want material that is clear; evidence-based; is consistent with the overall thrust of Government policy, including the DIUS Departmental Strategic Objectives; and can lead to practical proposals. 
3. We will be talking to Users as they carry out their work and we have asked for interim reports by the end of May.  But we will not be micro-managing users: they would not have taken on the role if they believed we would be doing that, and if we felt they needed micro-managing  they would not be the right people to do the job

4. It is for individual users to decide how best to go about their tasks; different users may well take different approaches.  

5. We will cover users’ reasonably incurred expenses

6. Final users’ contributions will be published.  

7. Final users’ contributions will not of course constitute Government policy
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