Paper 3

Gateways to the Professions Collaborative Forum:

Revised Terms of Reference
Aims

To advise the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills on policies and practices to:

· support widening access to the professions

· encourage more, and more effective joint working between professional bodies, Sector Skills Councils and higher education, in support of the DIUS high level skills strategy Higher Education at Work High Skills:High Value
· review progress towards meeting the recommendations in the Langlands Report on Gateways to the Professions in 2005.
Tasks

· To debate how to respond to the challenge of opening up recruitment to the professions to a wider group of entrants

· To advise on the development of recruitment and retention strategies which will support widening access to the professions

· To advise on the best mechanisms for promoting and marketing such strategies 

· To share examples of effective practice and resources, including the outcomes from the Gateways to the Professions Development Fund

· To review relevant research findings and to consider whether further research is required

· To promote partnerships between HE and the professions and Sector Skills Councils to address barriers to efficient working and promote effective practices  
· To review progress against the recommendations in the Langlands Report, with a particular focus on assessing the impact of variable fees and to feed that into the Independent Fees Review
· To work with employers and promote work experience. 
Conduct of Business

The Forum will be chaired by the Minister of State for Higher Education and Intellectual Property in the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills. The Secretariat will be provided by the Department. Meetings will be arranged 2 or 3 times a year.

There will be two Sub-Groups: the Equality & Diversity Sub-Group and the Strengthening Partnerships Sub-Group. They will report to each meeting of the Forum. 

Non-members of the Forum will be invited to attend meetings on a one-off basis for presentation or discussion of a specific agenda item.
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