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THE 2002 QUALITY REVIEW OF NATIONAL ROAD ACCIDENT STATISTICS

REVIEW OF  DISSEMINATION OF AND 

ACCESS TO THESE STATISTICS

This note is accompanied by a questionnaire

You are invited in Section 4 of the note to contribute to the Review by responding

by email or by post by Friday 21 June

1 Background

1.1
The 2002 review of national statistics on road accidents involving personal injury is currently in progress, and a review team representing the interests of central and local government, as well as local police forces, is evaluating the response from the consultation exercise carried out at the end of last year. The background consultation papers relating to the review can be found on the DTLR web-site:- 

http://www.transtat.dtlr.gov.uk/scras/qareview.htm
1.2
Those consultation papers include a project definition paper which sets out the scope of the review.  That paper is mainly concerned with the data collection process and the coverage of the data to be collected, and was drawn up to help both suppliers and users of road accident data to formulate their ideas for changes,  such as the case for including additional information to assist policy formulation and assessment, or removing information which has become redundant or where accurate collection has become impractical. As in the past, that is still an essential component of the review process, but this time there is seen to be a need to assess as a distinct component of the review the dissemination of and means of access to national statistics on road accidents involving personal injury. 

1.3 This is because, as part of a programme to improve public confidence in National Statistics generally, the regular five yearly review of the road accident data collection process  is being organised in accordance with the National Statistics Quality Assurance Programme Board guidance paper ‘Commissioning a National Statistics Review’, following publication of the White Paper ‘Building Trust In Statistics’ (which is available on the National Statistics web-site :-

http://www.statistics.gov.uk.htm
2 Review of dissemination of and access to road accident statistics

2.1
The consultation exercise carried out towards the end of last year did in fact gather some general views, from both suppliers and users of national road accident data, about published statistics. It also asked for suggestions about how statistical publications could be improved. A general picture emerged that most respondents were very frequent users of national road accident statistics because it was essential for their work, and that the statistics were a unique data source. However the consultation did not pick up many ideas for improving specific publications or improving access to road accident statistics.

2.2 This further consultation exercise about the dissemination and accessibility of national road accident statistics is intended to cover only the statistics produced by the Department of Transport, Local Government, and the Regions (DTLR), the National Assembly for Wales (NAW) and the Scottish Executive (SE). This will be a principal input to the review of dissemination and access, which is chaired by Professor Richard Allsop from the Centre for Transport Studies at University College London, who has been appointed as the independent assessor for the 2002 quality review programme of national road accident statistics.

2.3 2.3
The DTLR is currently investigating the feasibility of a new series of outputs providing national quarterly estimates of road accident statistics, in order to provide information on key trends more quickly.  Figures provided would include estimated casualty numbers for different road user groups and children and estimated accidents by road type.  If initial checks are satisfactory, these will first be implemented as an experimental series
, published on the DTLR Internet site and also linked to the National Statistics site.  Hard copy versions will also be made available.  A decision will be made this summer.
3 Aims of the review of dissemination and access

3.1
The broad aims of this review are:

· To obtain indications of the level and frequency of use of the principal DTLR, NAW and SE publications which contain road accident statistics.

· To receive and consider suggestions for modifications to existing publications which, by way of example, could include:-

· Different analyses for specific road user groups or road accident types

· Different use of graphics and tables

· Changes in the balance between time-series and detailed analysis for the most recent year

· Links to road accident statistics or research results in other publications 

· Links to statistics of exposure to risk or to other background data

· To examine the case for additional publications such as topic based fact 

sheets or more information for regions or local authorities.

· To examine  the scope and content of the current first releases of road accident statistics.

· To obtain indications of awareness of the availability of road accident data in SPSS format from the UK Data Archive. 

(http://www.data-archive.ac.uk)

· To consider how web based publication of and access to road accident statistics can be best developed.

3.2 The intention is to assess to what extent the DTLR, NAW and SE publication effort is meeting user demand and to identify the scope for useful improvement having regard to the associated resource implications. 

3.3
In doing so, the review will take into account the need for exercise of professional statistical judgement in the compilation and issuing of the statistics, constraints which may arise from considerations of data protection, and the need, within the current or any future level of resources, to allocate effort among requests for information which range from school project work to parliamentary questions, and from single numbers to massive arrays of data.   Constructive comment on these issues will be welcomed.

4 Invitation to respond and timetable for response

The attached questionnaire is designed to gather user views about publications of road accident statistics for Great Britain, Scotland and Wales. It will be sent to all known recipients of the publications and to other known users of the data.   It will also be mounted on the web at  http://www.transtat.dtlr.gov.uk/scras/qareview.htm, from which the questionnaire can be downloaded and returned by e mail to Peter.Wilding@dtlr.gsi.gov.uk.

Responses based upon, but not confined to, the questionnaire should please be returned by Friday 21 June but earlier replies would be helpful. Electronic versions of the questionnaire can also be obtained by contacting the following e-mail address:-

Peter.Wilding@dtlr.gsi.gov.uk

Hard copy replies should be sent to:

Peter Wilding

Review project Officer

DTLR

Great Minster House

Zone 2/14

76, Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DR

Tel: 020 7944 4926
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Response to review of dissemination of and access to road accident statistics

If you need more space for any question, please continue on a separate sheet

Question 1  Which of the following publications do you use to obtain road accident statistics and how often?



Please tick appropriate box for each publication
Frequently
Occasionally
Never

Road Accidents Great Britain : The casualty report




Road Casualties Great Britain: Main Results




Transport Statistics : Great Britain




Road Accidents Scotland




Key Road Accident Statistics (Scotland)




Scottish Transport Statistics




Road Accidents : Wales




Road Casualties in Wales




Welsh  Transport Statistics




Others (please say which)














Question 2 Do you access these publications in printed form or on the web?



Please tick appropriate box for each publication you use
Wholly or mainly in printed form
Both to a substantial degree
Wholly or mainly

on the web

Road Accidents Great Britain : The casualty report




Road Casualties  Great Britain: Main Results




Transport Statistics Great Britain




Road Accidents Scotland




Key Road Accident Statistics (Scotland)




Scottish Transport Statistics




Road Accidents : Wales




Road Casualties in Wales




Welsh Transport Statistics




Others (please say which)














Question 3  Why are the publications that you use important to you?





Question 4 If you think that any specific publications could be improved please provide details and make it clear to which publications you are referring.



(a) improvements in content

(b) improvements in presentation

Question 5 Are there additional forms of publication which you would find useful? Please provide details and indicate the reasons for your suggestions.





Question 6 Some particular substantive full-year statistics are first released in early publications prior to issue of the main annual publications.  Is the coverage of the early publications appropriate for your needs?



Please tick appropriate box for each publication you use.
Yes
No

Road Casualties in Great  Britain



Key Road Accident Statistics (Scotland)



Road Casualties in Wales



If no, please describe what information you would like to see there



Question 7.   Were you aware before reading this note of the availability of road accident data from the UK Data Archive?   

Please tick box
Yes
No





If yes, please comment on this facility if you wish to



Question 8. If you use the internet to access publications of road accident data, in what ways do you think the websites you use could be improved in design to facilitate access?   Please make clear to which site(s) you are referring





Question 9 Would you find either of the following two facilities useful?   Please make clear to which publication(s) and website(s) you are referring, and if you would like time series, for how many years back.



(a) to be able to download tables from publications as Excel spreadsheets

(b)  to be able to download time-series of tables that appear year by year in publications

Question 10 If you think that there are other ways in which access to road accident data could and should be provided via the web please provide details.





Question  11  Are there any other comments you would like to make?



Question 12- Please select the user category which best describes your function. 



Please tick box
User

Central Government or its Agencies


Police Force


Local Authority


Research Organisation


Road Safety Organisation


Consultancy


Individual Researcher


Member of the Public


Other (please specify)


If you would like us to be able to contact you about your response, please insert your contact details 

Name

Address

e-mail address

phone

fax

E mail replies should be sent to:

Peter.Wilding@dtlr.gsi.gov.uk

Hard copy replies should be sent to:

Peter Wilding

Review project Officer

DTLR

Great Minster House

Zone 2/14

76, Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DR

Tel: 020 7944 4926
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The quality review of national road accident statistics, including the dissemination of and access to these statistics is expected to conclude in the spring of 2003. A final report will be available on the web site : 

http://www.transtat.dtlr.gov.uk/scras/qareview.htm
� Experimental statistics are in the testing phase and are not fully developed.  They allow information to be available to users whilst methodology is under development.  After an appropriate time period a decision is made on their future status. 
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