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Dear Colleague,

THE 2002 QUALITY REVIEW OF ROAD ACCIDENT INJURY STATISTICS

The latest review of National Statistics on road accidents involving personal injury has started and the aim is to report recommendations to Ministers in October 2002. This review is being organised in accordance with the National Statistics Quality Assurance Programme Board guidance paper ‘Commissioning a National Statistics Review’. 

National road accident statistics are based upon data provided by the police using the ‘STATS19’ data collection system. The views of both established users of national road accident statistics and ‘STATS19’ data, and also the providers of ‘STATS19’ road accident data, will be an essential contribution to this review.  I am writing to you to seek your views about the suitability of the current coverage of the STATS19 coding form, either as a user of the information and/or data provider. In addition I would like to know if you have any suggestions for change to the STATS 19 system which you believe would improve the analysis and monitoring of road accidents for policy or operational purposes, at a national, as well as a local level. Any views you have which will help us to improve national road accident statistics will also be welcome.

I attach a scoping paper for the review that sets out some of the topics that the DTLR will want to investigate. This is an evolutionary process and I hope this paper will help you form your own ideas. However the paper is not intended to be definitive and any additional ideas are very welcome and will be scrutinised by the review team.

I also attach a copy of the current STATS19 coding form to give you a guide to the current coverage of road accident data, together with simple survey forms to facilitate a concise response.  One form is for data providers to complete, and the other for data users, but of course your organisation may complete both if that is appropriate. If you wish to provide fuller supplementary information on a separate sheet of paper this will be acceptable.

The Standing Committee on Road Accident Statistics, which represents the views of all parties involved in the collection process, will decide on what changes should be made to the collection process having considered the potential for national road accident and casualty reduction in relation to implementation costs.  The Committee’s recommendations will be put to the Minister for Road Safety for approval.

Your views will be considered by a working group which will report recommendations to the Standing Committee on Road Accidents next year. I will inform you of the conclusions of the review when recommendations are made public. As with the 1997 Quinquennial Review, the views expressed in this review are likely to be published in the final report. I will assume that you will be content for your response to be attributed to you or your organisation unless you indicate otherwise in your response.

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the review or the collection process before replying please do not hesitate to contact me.

The closing date for submissions (preferably by e-mail to the address below) is Friday 7 September, but it would be very helpful if you could reply earlier if possible. Electronic versions of the consultation documents can be obtained by contacting the e-mail address shown below. If you have a difficulty making this closing date and still wish to reply it would be useful if you contact me directly.

Yours sincerely








Peter Wilding








Review Project Officer
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