Contents:

· Draft letter from local authorities to their residents associations and other interested local groups (eg cycling campaigns, living streets, T2000…)
· Draft "bid form"

· Draft press release

Dear [eg Chair local residents group]

In Town, Without My Car! - in your street?
In Town, Without My Car! (also known as Car Free Day) is an annual Europe-wide campaign to highlight the many benefits of cutting car use in urban areas.  On one day during European Mobility Week, 16-22 September - usually the 22nd - some town streets close to cars and lorries, and open up for people to enjoy all sorts of other activities not normally possible, eg street theatre, live music, dancing, public art and children's play areas.

The campaign questions what our urban streets are really for, and whether we have got the balances right between the differing and often competing needs of street users. Should our high streets and residential suburbs be designed to maximise throughput of motor traffic?  Or should the emphasis be on providing social spaces where people can enjoy other activities in relative peace and safety?
Traditionally the decision about where to stage campaign events at the local level has been taken in council offices.  This year we want to offer our residents some say in where you think we should focus our efforts.  Can you think of a street near where you live that could benefit from a car free day?  This could be an opportunity to test a permanent scheme such as a wider pavement, a lower speed limit, a HomeZone, or even a road closure perhaps to deal with a local "rat-run". 
If your ideas link in with our local sustainable transport policies and objectives, so much the better!  This will greatly increase the chances of your suggestions being taken up.  Our top priorities at the moment, as set out in our [LDF, UDP, LIP, LTP, other key doc, delete as appropriate] are:

· Traffic calming schemes / HomeZones / 20mph zones

· School Travel Plans - i.e. cutting car use on the school run

· Cut car commuting, eg by helping companies with workplace travel planning

· Increase levels of walking and cycling

· Increase local bus/tram/train use

· Promotion of local public transport services

· Whatever of your current priorities could be helped along by linking in to these campaigns

In Town, Without My Car! Day is an integral part of European Mobility Week which runs from 16th to 22nd September every year.  The campaign has political support from the European Commission, the UK government, and this local authority.  But ultimately the streets are yours!  We look forward to receiving your proposals on the form below by [deadline]

In Town, Without My Car! Local event bid form
(you can download this form from the council website at www….)

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Are you representing a local association/organisation (eg residents association)?  If so, which one?

Does this bid have that association's support?

Yes/no

If you are not representing a local association/organisation, does this bid have support from other local people (eg neighbours)?  If so please say how many people

Name of street(s) proposed for In Town, Without My Car!
Brief description of existing traffic problem(s) in this/these street(s)

Brief description of what you would like to see done in this/these street(s) on In Town, Without My Car! Day (and perhaps throughout European Mobility Week) - please provide a sketch or plan of your ideas if you think it would be helpful (use the back of this form if necessary).

How do your ideas link in with local sustainable transport policies and objectives?

What in your view would be a good workable permanent solution to the traffic problem(s) in the street(s) you have identified?

Please send this form back by [deadline] to:

Postal address: 

Email: 

DRAFT Press release
[Local authority name] invites residents to bid for car free streets!

Can you think of a street near you where you would like to see cars excluded for one day?

That is the question being put by Council Leader / Mayor / Cabinet Member [name] who has written to dozens of local associations with just that question.

The day in question is In Town, Without My Car! Day (also known as Car Free Day) on 22nd [or other date 16-22] September.  This annual Europe-wide campaign sets out to highlight the many benefits of cutting car use in urban areas.  On this day thousands of towns and cities around the world close some streets to cars and lorries, and turn over the space for people to enjoy all sorts of other activities not normally possible, for example street theatre, live music, dancing, public art and children's play areas. 
This year [name] Council is inviting the public to say which streets should stage the celebrations.  This could be an opportunity to test a permanent scheme such as [insert examples which will fit with local sustainable transport policies and objectives… such as wider pavement, a lower speed limit, a HomeZone, or even a road closure perhaps to deal with a local "rat-run"].  And have a great street party at the same time!

Cllr. [name] said: "This campaign has political support from the European Commission, the UK government, and this local authority.  But ultimately the streets are yours!  We want your ideas on where we should take the campaign this year.  We look forward to hearing from you soon!"

If you want to propose a street near you, you can download a bid form from www…. (webpage on council website) or phone [name/number] if you would prefer it posted to you.  

The deadline for bids is… [date]

- ENDS -

Notes

1. Background information about these campaigns is available at www.dft.gov.uk/itwmc and www.mobilityweek.eu
2. Information about participation in recent years by this local authority…

3. Brief info on how this campaign links in with the local sustainable transport policies and objectives policies of this council

4. Local contact details for comments/quotes/photos etc.

� See the campaign websites for more background information about these campaigns:


www.itwmc.gov.uk


www.22september.org





