Annex A
Blue Badge Consultation Questions and Return Form
	Name
	

	Address
	

	Postcode
	

	email
	

	Company Name or Organisation
(if applicable)
	

	Please tick one box from the list below that best describes you /your company or organisation.

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Member of the public

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Representative Organisation for disabled people/motorists

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Voluntary or Community Group

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Local Government

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Central Government

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Police

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other (please describe):


	If you are responding on behalf of an organisation/interest group how many members do you have and how did you obtain the views of your members:



	If you would like your response or personal details to be treated confidentially please explain why:


	Draft regulations (Annex B)
	

	Issue of badges to children under two years, who require bulky medical equipment - regulation 5(4)

	Do you think any other items should be included in the list of “bulky medical equipment” shown at regulation 5(4) of the draft at Annex A, and why?  Or should the list be restricted to what is already in the Regulations? (It should be noted that the list in regulation 5(4) is not intended to be exhaustive).

E.g. should the list include the hip plaster casts required by children with hip dysplasia?  What are the mobility difficulties for these children and in what way do these differ significantly from any other two year old child being transported in a pram or pushchair?


	

	Issue of badges to children under two years, who must always be kept near a motor vehicle for treatment purposes - regulation 5(4)


	Do you think that a specific list of qualifying conditions should be provided in a) the regulations or b) the guidance?

If so, do you agree with the list of conditions suggested in 4.17 of the Local Authority guidance issued in Annex C?


	

	Revoking the spent eligibility relating to the Invalid Vehicle Scheme (IVS) or "blue trike" scheme - regulation 5(3)(b)

	This scheme was officially closed on 31 March 2004.  Is our understanding correct that the last vehicle was withdrawn in December 2004?
	

	Period of issue of badges - regulation 7 

	Do you agree that we should remove the current anomaly whereby badges can only be issued for a three -year period to people receiving the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance (HRMCDLA) even if their benefit will last for less than three years?  

Do you agree that the minimum period for such badges should be 12 months and why?
	

	Eligibility criterion relating to people with severe congenital disabilities in both arms - regulation 5(3)(c)

	Do you agree with the change in wording at regulation 5(3)(c) of the regulations at Annex A to include people with severe congenital disabilities in both arms who are able to drive a vehicle without adaptations to the steering wheel?  Please give reasons for your answer.


	

	Hologram - Parts I and II of Schedule

	Do you agree that the re-instatement of the hologram to the front of the badge will add value to security and help reduce forgeries?

Have you any other suggestions for improving security of the badge?
	

	Badge wording 

	Do you think the additional wording on the front of the badge - "Front - Display this side up" - is necessary?  Will it help those badge holders who are confused about which is the front of the badge?   

Do you see any difficulties in updating the other wording on the badge - i.e. changing the heading on the badge to "Parking Card for Disabled People"?


	


	Draft Guidance for Local Authorities (Annex C)

	Is the guidance clear and likely to reduce inconsistencies in application?

	

	If responding on behalf of a local authority -  please provide examples of good administrative or enforcement practice in your authority that could be included in the guidance.

Please quantify your results where possible.


	

	How could the model application forms and guidance be improved to increase

A) Fraud prevention?

B) More consistent on assessed eligibility?

	


	Draft Regulatory Impact Assessment (Annex D)

	The draft suggests that the costs arising from the proposed changes to the Scheme will not present an additional burden for local authorities administering and enforcing the Scheme.  E.g. the Department will be meeting the set-up costs for the new-style badge for the first 12 months of issue and review the future badge fee.  Also issuing authorities will be able to make savings in how they purchase badges.  

Do you agree with the draft?

If not, can you quantify the additional/new costs that you anticipate would fall to your Local 

Authority as a result of the proposed changes to the Scheme?


	


