
THE VARIOUS AGGREGATES OF AID 
 
External assistance from the UK is provided by various public sources but mainly from DFID 
programmes.  It is managed on a financial year basis in “gross” terms.  The UK reports its official 
flow of resources to developing countries (those on Part 1 of the DAC List) to the OECD’s 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) on a calendar year basis separately as official 
development assistance (oda) and other official flows (oof).  Flows to countries on Part II of the 
DAC List are reported to DAC as official aid (oa) or oof. 
 
The relationship between the component parts of DFID programmes, gross public expenditure on 
development, gross oda, oof and oa is shown below. 
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EBRD promissory notes - deposits   
    
Aid to countries on Part II of the DAC List from other central 
government departments 

  

    
CDC investments – concessional loans to Part II countries   
    
Attribution of EC budgetary spending on aid to countries on 
Part II of the DAC List 

 oa 

    
Aid to countries on Part II of the DAC List   
    
Portion of Global Environmental Assistance1 reckoned as aid 
to countries on Part II of the DAC List 

  

    
Portion of UK subscriptions to FAO and UNESCO not 
reckoned as aid for developing countries 

  

   
CDC Exchequer advances   
    
World Bank and Regional Development Bank promissory 
notes – encashments 

  

   
Other bilateral and multilateral aid for developing countries   
   
Attribution of EC budgetary spending on aid for developing 
countries 

  

   
Official debt cancellation – interest and principal   
  oda 
Official debt re-organisation   
   
Official development assistance flows from other central 
government departments 

  

   
CDC investments – equity and concessional loans to 
developing countries 

  

   
CDC investments – non concessional loans   
  oof 
ECGD interest stabilisation grants   
   
World Bank and Regional Development Bank (excluding 
EBRD) promissory notes - deposits 

 oda  
 
 
1. From 1994-1997, contributions to the Global Environment Facility were 84% oda and 16% non-aid.  From 1998 to 

2001, they were 75% oda and 25% oa.  From 2002, they are 77% oda and 23% oa.  Since 1994, contributions to the 
Montreal Protocol have been 100% oda. 


