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JULY – DECEMBER 2005: THE UK 
PRESIDENCY OF THE EU. WHAT DOES 
HOLDING THE EU PRESIDENCY MEAN 
IN PRACTICE FOR THE UK?

Dur ing  the  UK Pres idency, the  Pr ime Min is ter, 
UK Min is ters  and o f f ic ia ls  wi l l  cha i r  meet ings  
o f  Member  Sta tes . H i la r y  Benn, the  Secre tar y  
o f  S ta te  fo r  In terna t iona l  Deve lopment , 
w i l l  cha i r  meet ings  o f  EU Deve lopment  
Min is ters . The UK wi l l  represent  the  Counc i l  
(Member  Sta tes )  in  i t s  dea l ings  wi th  o ther  EU 
ins t i tu t ions  such as  the  Commiss ion  and the  
European Par l iament  and in  i t s  re la t ions  wi th  
count r ies  and organ isa t ions  outs ide  the  EU. 

Key  deve lopment  events  dur ing  our  Pres idency  
include:

´  Mi l lenn ium Rev iew Summit  in  New York ,  
14-16 September

´  In formal  meet ing  o f  EU Deve lopment  
Min is ters  in  Leeds , 24-25 October

´  Formal  meet ing  o f  EU Deve lopment  Min is ters  
in  Brusse ls , 22 November

´  Wor ld  A IDS day  event  in  London,  
 1  December

´  Wor ld  Trade Organ isa t ion  Min is ter ia l  meet ing  
in  Hong Kong, 13-18 December

Our prior i t ies wil l  be to secure decisions related 
to the Mil lennium Development Goals, HIV and 
AIDS, development in Afr ica and the revision of 
the EC’s Development Pol icy that maximise the 
EU’s combined contr ibution to the f ight against 
poverty. We wil l  also continue to work towards 
an ambit ious outcome to the Doha Development 
Round that makes trade work for developing 
countr ies and str ive to ensure that greater 
account is taken of developing countr ies in EU 
Trade pol icies, including in negotiat ions for 
Economic Partnership Agreements.



HOW DOES THE UK WORK IN EUROPE?

In  2003/2004, DF ID spent  a round £1 b i l l i on , 
jus t  over  a  quar ter  o f  i t s  budget , th rough the  
EC. As  the  prov ider  o f  a round 18% of  the  EC’s  
budget , the  UK has  an  in f luence on how tha t  
money is  spent . The UK cont r ibutes  to  the  EU 
dec is ion-making process  through meet ings  o f  
the  Member  Sta tes , and a lso  through work ing  
wi th  the  UK and European Par l iaments . The 
UK Par l iament  has  a  say  and g ives  an  op in ion  
on  a l l  p roposa ls  put  fo rward  by  the  European 
Commiss ion . The European Par l iament , 
includ ing  i ts  78 UK members , he lps  se t  the  
EC’s  budget , moni to r  spend ing and ho ld  the  
Commiss ion  to  account . 

Indiv idual  UK NGOs use their  exper ience and 
expert ise to help shape EU development pol icy. 
UK and EU NGO groupings such as BOND and 
CONCORD ensure a strong publ ic  European 
voice for  development. The work of  NGOs, 
including through the Make Poverty  History 
campaign, has been a powerfu l  force for  
change. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO 
IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF EC AID?

The EC has  rea l  po tent ia l  to  mobi l i se  
suppor t  fo r  common causes . Dur ing  
the  1990s the  EC s t rugg led  to  qu ick ly  
re lease  deve lopment  funds  and was 
cr i t i c ised by  many for  fa i l ing  to  
adequa te ly  he lp  poor  count r ies . 

I n  2000  the  Commiss ion  began  a  
p rog ramme o f  re fo rms  to  improve  i t s  
a id  p rog ram. EC  a id  i s  now gove rned  by  
a  s ing le  Deve lopment  Po l i cy  tha t  pu ts  
pove r t y  reduc t i on  f i r s t . The  Deve lopment  
Po l i cy  i s  due  fo r  rev i s i on  th i s  yea r. New 
EC  coun t r y  o f f i ces  have  been  opened  
and  new p rocedures  a l l ow fo r  qu icke r  
p rov i s i on  o f  a id  i n  deve lop ing  coun t r i es . 
The  p ropo r t i on  o f  EC  a id  spen t  i n  the  
poo res t  coun t r i es  i s  i nc reas ing .

The UK and o ther  Member  Sta tes  wi l l  
cont inue to  work  wi th  the  Commiss ion  to  
ensure  tha t  EC a id  i s  prov ided qu ick ly  fo r  
those  who need i t  most . 

HOW DOES THE EUROPEAN UNION 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE FIGHT AGAINST 
POVERTY?

The  EU  b r i ngs  t oge the r  2 5  M e m b e r  S t a t e s , 
t he  Eu rop ean  C omm is s i o n , t h e  E u r opea n  
Pa r l i am en t  and  Eu r opea n  C i v i l  So c i e t y.  B y  
poo l i ng  r e sou r ces  and  w o r k i n g  t oge t h e r,  
t he  EU  i s  a t  t he  f o r e f r on t  o f  e f f o r t s  t o  
r educe  g l oba l  pove r t y  a n d  i n c r eas e  
p r ospe r i t y  and  s t a b i l i t y.  

C o l l e c t i v e l y,  M e m b e r  S t a t e s  p r o v i d e  
a r o u n d  £ 2 5  b i l l i o n  (€3 7  b i l l i o n )  i n  O f f i c i a l  
D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e  ( O D A ) ,  o v e r  h a l f  
o f  a l l  a i d .  I n  M a y  2 0 0 5 ,  t h e  E U  a g r e e d  t o  
d o u b l e  t h e i r  a i d  b y  2 0 1 0  a n d  s p e n d  a t  
l e a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n e w  f u n d i n g  f o r  A f r i c a .  

Member  Sta tes  channe l  a round 20% of  a id  
through the  European Commiss ion  (EC) . 
The la rgest  reg iona l  rec ip ient  o f  d i rec t  EC 
a id  in  2003 was Sub-Saharan Af r ica . Other  
key  count r y  rec ip ients  included Serb ia  
and Montenegro , A fghan is tan  and the  
Pa les t in ian  Ter r i to r y. Around £300 mi l l ion  a  
year  i s  spent  on  humani tar ian  ass is tance in  
response to  na tura l  d isas ters , such as  the  
2004 tsunami  and man-made d isas ters  such 
as  the  conf l i c ts  in  Sudan.

A id  i s  on ly  one remedy to  pover ty. EU 
po l ic ies  in  areas  such as  t rade and 
agr icu l ture  are  equa l ly  impor tant . Europe 
is  the  wor ld ’s  s ing le  la rgest  market  
and the  main  t rad ing  par tner  o f  many 
deve lop ing  count r ies . EU in terna l  po l ic ies  
on  expor t  subs id ies  and impor t  ta r i f fs  a f fec t  
deve lop ing  count r ies ’  ab i l i t y  to  se l l  the i r  
goods  abroad.
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