Technical Notes for Public Service Agreement (PSA) 2003-04 to 2005-06

Department for Education and Skills

The following table sets draft technical notes on how performance against PSA targets for the Department for Education and Skills will be measured.

	PSA Target
	Technical Note

	Sustain improvements in Primary Education

Raise standards in English and maths so that:

by 2004 85% of 11 year olds achieve level 4 or above and 35% achieve level 5 or above, with this level of performance sustained to 2006; and

by 2006 the number of schools in which fewer than 65% of pupils achieve level 4 or above is significantly reduced.


	The national 2004, national 2006 and school level 2006 target levels of attainment refer to English and maths separately, e.g. 85% to achieve level 4 or above in English in 2004 and 85% to achieve level 4 or above in maths in 2004.

Progress towards all targets is measured annually.  The source data are the results of the National Curriculum end of Key Stage 2 assessment tests, which pupils sit in May of each year.

The national targets cover all pupils in England who returned valid end of Key Stage 2 test results (as defined in Education Act 1996).

Progress towards the national targets in English and maths are first published as National Statistics in a Statistical First Release of provisional national results in September.  Final results - including all late review outcomes and amendments requested by schools as part of the primary performance tables checking exercise - are published in a Statistical Bulletin the following May.  Both provisional and final national results are unadjusted.

Progress towards the school level target is based on the adjusted  data published in the primary school performance tables.   The school level target covers all maintained mainstream schools published in the primary performance tables.  It excludes:

all independent schools, non-maintained schools, all hospital schools, all pupil referral units (as these schools are not obliged to follow the national curriculum and hence are not published in the primary performance tables);

schools that closed ahead of publication of the tables, schools that opened after the National Curriculum assessments were taken in May (be that through mergers, amalgamations or new establishments), schools whose results were unavailable due to reasons beyond their control, schools who refused to return results (because they have no results); 

schools with 10 or fewer pupils in the cohort who took the assessments and special schools (because their results are inherently too volatile).

All pupils who will move onto the next Key Stage programme of study in the next school year are regarded as being in the final year of that Key Stage. All children in this final year of a Key Stage must be assessed. The expected standard for a pupil at the end of Key Stage 2 is Level 4.

Those pupils who attain Level 4 or 5 are counted towards achieving the level 4 target and those who attain Level 5 are counted for the level 5 target.  These are measured as a percentage against all pupils who returned valid Key Stage 2 test results including those disapplied from the National Curriculum under section 364/365 of the Education Act 1996, those pupils working below the level of the tests, those pupils who were absent from the tests and those who sat the test but failed to gain enough marks to register a level.

The national and school results are rounded to the nearest whole number. Progress towards the targets is therefore measured in integer steps.  The rounding convention is: any fractions of 0.5 and above will be rounded up; anything less than 0.5 will be rounded down. 

No adjustment is made to national data in respect of pupils from overseas when monitoring progress towards the targets.  This differs from the primary performance table's policy in which 'refugees' are discounted   (as set out in PN 2000/0338 see    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.DfES.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2000_0338
).

The targets were announced in March 2002, when the latest available data was from 2001.  The 2001 national Key Stage 2 test results showed the percentage of pupils achieving level 4 or above was 75% in English and 71% in maths; the percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above was 29% in English and 25% in maths.  At a school level, the number of schools in which fewer than 65% of pupils achieve level 4 or above was 2,978 in English and 4,061 in maths.

	Transform Secondary Education

Raise standards in English, maths, ICT and science in secondary education so that:

by 2004, 75% of 14 year olds achieve level 5 or above in English, maths and ICT (70% in science) nationally, and by 2007 85% (80% in science); 

by 2007, the number of schools in which fewer than 60% of 14 year olds achieve level 5 or above is significantly reduced; and

by 2007, 90% of pupils reach level 4 in English and Maths by age 12.
	The Key Stage 3 target levels of attainment refer to English, maths, science and ICT separately, e.g. 75% to achieve level 5 or above in English in 2004, 75% to achieve level 4 or above in maths in 2004 and 75% to achieve level 4 or above in ICT.

Progress towards all targets is measured annually.  The source data will be the results of the National Curriculum end of Key Stage 3 tests and Teacher Assessments, which pupils sit in May of each year.   

The national targets for 2004 and 2007 cover all pupils in England who return end of Key Stage 3 test results, except ICT, which currently is based on Teacher Assessment (as defined in Education Act 1996).

Progress towards the national targets in English, maths, science and ICT are first published as National Statistics in a Statistical First Release of provisional national results in September.  Final results - including all late review outcomes and amendments requested by schools as part of the primary performance tables checking exercise - are published in a Statistical Bulletin the following May.  Both provisional and final national results are unadjusted.

Progress towards the school level target is based on the adjusted  data published in the secondary school performance tables.  The school level target covers all maintained mainstream schools published with Key Stage 3 results in the secondary school performance tables.  It excludes all non-maintained schools, all hospital schools, all pupil referral units, schools that closed ahead of publication of the tables, schools that opened after the National Curriculum assessments were taken in May (be that through mergers, amalgamations or new establishments), schools whose results were unavailable due to reasons beyond their control, schools who refused to return results, schools with 30 or fewer pupils in the cohort who took the assessments and special schools.   The latter two categories of schools are excluded because their results are inherently volatile; the other categories are excluded because they either have no results or are operating under changed governance.

All pupils who will move onto the next Key Stage programme of study in the next school year are regarded as being in the final year of that Key Stage and must be assessed. 

The expected standard for a pupil at the end of Key Stage 3 is between Levels 5 and 6; the Department's practice is to measure against those pupils achieving level 5 and above.

Those pupils who attain Level 5, 6, 7, or 8 (the latter is only achievable in maths) are counted towards achieving the Level 5 target.  These are measured as a percentage against all pupils who returned valid Key Stage 3 test results including those disapplied from the National Curriculum under section 364/365 of the Education Act 1996, those pupils working below the level of the tests, those pupils who were absent from the tests and those who sat the test but failed to gain enough marks to register a level.

The national and school-level results are rounded to the nearest whole number. Progress towards the targets is therefore measured in integer steps.  The rounding convention is: any fractions of 0.5 and above will be rounded up; anything less than 0.5 will be rounded down.

No adjustment is made to national data in respect of 'refugees' when monitoring progress towards the targets.  This differs from the primary performance table's policy in which 'refugees' are discounted   (as set out in PN 2000/0338 see    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.DfES.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2000_0338
).

The targets were announced in March 2002, when the latest available data was from 2001.  The 2001 national Key Stage 3 test results showed the percentage of pupils achieving level 5 or above was 65% in English, 66% in maths, 66% in science and 65% in ICT TA.  

The target for pupils aged 12, will cover all those pupils at the end of Year 7 in maintained mainstream schools in England.  The Key Stage 2 test taken by the pupils in Year 6 (when they were 11 years old) will count towards achievement of the target.  It is anticipated that those pupils who failed to achieve level 4 in Year 6 will sit a non-statutory Year 7 progress test which will be launched in 2003 following two pilots.  Details have yet to be finalised.


	Tackle pupil inclusion

By 2004, reduce school truancies by 10% compared to 2002, sustain the new lower level and improve overall attendance levels thereafter.
	School 'truancy' refers to unauthorised absence, for which the 2000 national figure is 0.7%. The target refers to the overall national figure. 

This refers to the percentage of half days missed due to unauthorised absence, which is calculated as the number of sessions missed due to unauthorised absence as a percentage of the total number of sessions, where a pupil session is the total number of half days available for all pupils, with each pupil's sessions contributing to the total.

The national figure includes all schools except fully boarding schools, i.e. all maintained, special, and independent primary and secondary schools, and City Technology Colleges.

'Overall attendance' refers to total attendance less the sum of authorised and unauthorised absence, for which the 2001 national figure is 92.8%.  The equivalent figures for maintained primary and secondary schools are 93.9% and 90.9% respectively.

The target refers to the percentage of half days attended, which is calculated as 100 minus the percentage of half days missed due to authorised and unauthorised absence as a percentage of the total number of sessions, where a pupil session is the total number of half days available for all pupils, with each pupil's sessions contributing to the total.

The national figure given above includes all schools except fully boarding schools, i.e. all maintained, special, and independent primary and secondary schools, and City Technology Colleges.  The figures for primary and secondary schools include the results of maintained schools only.

Up until 2001, the data were released in the National Pupil Absence Tables, published at the same time as the Performance Tables.  However, from 2002, the data will be released in an Early Statistics Statistical First Release (as National Statistics), in October.

Data are published to one decimal place.  The rounding convention used is: any fractions of 0.05 and above will be rounded up, anything less than 0.05 will be rounded down.

In-depth analyses of the data are published as a National Statistics product in a Statistical Bulletin in December of each year.

	Enhance the take-up of sporting opportunities by 5-16 year olds by increasing the percentage of schoolchildren who spend a minimum of two hours each week on high quality PE and school sport within and beyond the curriculum from 25% in 2002 to 75% by 2006. Joint target with Department for Education and Skills


	The target covers all five- to 16-year-old pupils in England who are in schools.  “Schools” covers maintained schools (including special and nursery schools), pupil-referral units, city technology colleges, academies and non-maintained special schools.  “PE” is physical education taught in schools in accordance with the legal requirements of the National Curriculum.  “School sport” means sport that takes place in school or is organised by a school as part of its extracurricular or out-of-hours learning.  Both DCMS and DfES, who are working in partnership to deliver the national strategy for PE, school sport and club links, share the target.  Full delivery will be achieved by December 2006.  Progress is published at the start of each financial year in the report on the implementation of the Government's Plan for Sport.

Indicators

Percentage of five- to 16-year-olds in schools who spend a minimum of two hours each week during term time on high-quality PE and sport within and beyond the National Curriculum.  (Source: annual audit of School Sport Coordinator partnerships and, from 2005, the Pupil-Level Annual School Census.  Note: partnerships will not cover all schools in England until September 2006.)

(An indicator for quality will be finalised by October 2003 following the introduction of a new framework for OFSTED's inspection of schools from September 2003.)




	Raise attainment in the 14-19 phase of learning

Raise standards in schools and colleges so that:

between 2002 and 2006 the proportion of those aged 16 who get qualifications equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grade A* to C rises by 2 percentage points each year on average, and in all schools at least 20% of pupils achieve this standard by 2004, rising to 25% by 2006; and

the proportion of 19 year olds who achieve this standard rises by 3 percentage points between 2002 and 2004, with a further increase of 3 percentage points by 2006.  


	The national targets cover all 16-year-old pupils, i.e. those pupils on the school roll at the time of the Annual School Census each year, who were aged 15 at the start of that academic year.

Performance at GCSE (or equivalent) includes GCSEs, GCSE Short Courses, Part One GNVQs, Full GNVQs, and GNVQ Language Units.

Figures are calculated as those achieving at least 5 GCSE grades A*-C (or equivalent) as a percentage of all 16 year old pupils (as defined above) both at national and school level 

GCSE/GNVQ results are cumulative, i.e. all of the results achieved by those pupils in a particular year (Winter and Summer sessions) are counted, as well as any results they obtained in earlier years.

Both national and school level figures are shown to one decimal place (any fractions of 0.05 and above are rounded up, and any fractions of less than 0.05 are rounded down).  

Progress towards the national targets is measured annually, using examination results data provided by the Awarding Bodies.

Progress towards the national targets is monitored via figures published in Statistical First Releases (October and November/December) and a Statistical Bulletin (May). 

Progress towards the school level target is based on the adjusted  data published in the secondary school performance tables.  The school level target covers all maintained mainstream schools, including City Technology Colleges published with GCSE/GNVQ results in the secondary school performance tables.  It excludes all non-maintained schools, all special schools, all hospital schools, all pupil referral units, schools that closed ahead of publication of the tables, schools that opened after the Annual School Census (be that through mergers, amalgamations or new establishments). 

School level figures are adjusted for 'refugees' (as set out in PN 2000/0338 see http://www.dfee.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2000_0338)

National level figures are not adjusted for 'permanent exclusions' or 'refugees'

The target for 2006 was set in 2002 when the national figure was 50.0% 

The Level 2 PSA target covers performance of all 19 year olds in England. It is also a National Learning Target where the aim is for 85% of 19 year olds to have achieved a level 2 qualification or better by 2002.

It is also a National Statistic, published in the SFR “The Level of Highest Qualification Held by Young People and Adults: England 2001”. The latest data is contained in the following SFR:

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Level of Highest Qualification Held by Young People and Adults: England 2001

 The baseline data used to monitor progress towards achieving the target comes from the Labour Force Survey. Progress is measured annually using the Autumn LFS results that become available in January of the following year. Information collected (by the LFS) on the qualifications held by 19 - 21 year olds is used to construct statistics on the level of highest qualification held. (The age group 19-21 is used as a proxy for the attainment of 19 year olds.) 

Those 19 year olds who have achieved level 2 or better are counted towards achieving the level 2 target.

The target can be achieved by obtaining 5 or more GCSEs at grades A* - C, an intermediate GNVQ, an NVQ level 2 or any other equivalent qualification or a qualification at higher level.




	Improve the skills of young people and adults, and raise participation and quality in post-16 learning provision 

By 2004, at least 28% of young people to start a Modern Apprenticeship by age 22.  A wider vocational target for 2010, that includes learning programmes in further education preparing young people for skilled employment or higher education, will be announced in the [2002 Pre Budget Report].

Challenging targets will be set for minimum performance and value for money in FE colleges and other providers by the government and the Learning and Skills Council.  
	The target relates to young people aged 16-21 in England.  

The target  is measured by taking the number of first time entrants to Modern Apprenticeships aged 16-21 inclusive (“the numerator”) and dividing this by the average number of 16 year olds in the population from that year and the previous 5 years (“the denominator”). Both numerator and denominator refer to England only.

The numerator is provided by the Learning and Skills Council (LSC), and is the number of first time starts on Modern Apprenticeships by people aged 16-21 inclusive. Starts on either Advanced MA or Foundation MA are counted, but a person who starts both is only counted once. The LSC academic year runs from 1 Aug to 31 July. The 2004 PSA is assessed using starts over academic year 2004/5.

The denominator is taken from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) population estimates of 16 year olds over that year and the previous 5 years. For each year, for example 2000, the ONS estimates the number of 16 years olds on 1 Jan 2000, defining 16 year olds as those who are 16 at 31 Aug 1999. The 2004 PSA will use the average number of 16 year olds from 2000 to 2005 taken from the most recent ONS update available at the time (currently DME49 at 11/04/2003).

The framework for VfM in FE will be evolved and agreed by joint working by DfES with the Treasury and the Learning and Skills Council

[this will need developing when target is announced]




	Raise participation in Higher Education

By 2010, increase participation in Higher Education towards 50% of those aged 18 to 30.  Also, make significant progress year on year towards fair access, and bear down on rates of non-completion. 


	Progress towards the participation target will be measured by the Initial Entry Rate (IER) compiled by the DfES which sums the percentages of the age group who enter Higher Education for the first time in each year of age between 18 and 30. For the purposes of the IER, "Higher Education" is defined as all courses of one year or more, above A level and its equivalents, that lead to a qualification awarded by higher education institutions or widely recognized national awarding bodies. The Department is also considering including a small number of professional qualifications of less than one year's duration. [A decision will be made after the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) have completed a review of HE courses in FE colleges (by Summer 2003).]

The Initial Entry Rate is an extension of the Age Participation Index (API).  It includes part-timers and those that enter HE for the first time aged 21 to 30 that were not included in the API.  The IER has been compiled for students domiciled in England in full-time or part-time higher education in the UK. The baseline English IER in 1999/2000 is around 40%. This does not reflect changes to the population estimates following the 2001 Census. A final figure for 1999/2000 will be available after ONS publish revised population estimates for 1982-2000 in Spring 2003. 

An independent review of the IER is currently being scoped and Ministers are expected to make a decision on this by the end of November 2002. If the review goes ahead, one potential outcome is that the IER figure might become a published National Statistic. 

Progress on fair access will be measured by increases in the representation from certain groups of entrants in Higher Education and in particular in those institutions where representation is lowest (those which are statistically significantly below their benchmark value). The benchmark is the “expected” level for each institution, given the different subject distribution, and the required levels of entry qualification. DfES and HEFCE are working towards agreeing and announcing them at the time of the HE strategy document in January 2003. The end date point for measurement of the fair access target is the end of 2010. 

The fair access target covers young full-time undergraduates and is being measured by,

(a, performance indicators  for individual institutions published by the Higher Education Funding Council for England  covering UK students in English Higher Education institutions{http://www.hefce.ac.uk/learning/perfind/2001/report.htm} The baseline year is still to be determined but is likely to be 2004/05. Table T1 contains  indicators which individually cover  the representation of lower social classes, state schools and low Higher Education participation neighbourhoods in the data; The Department has indicated to HEFCE that it expects fair access to be measured by reference to family income, parental education and low participation schools, by 2007, or sooner if the data is available. 

(b) Universities and Colleges Admission Services accepted applicant data to show the overall representation of these groups in Higher Education  [www.ucas.ac.uk]. 

The relevant indicator for the  the non-completion target is indicator T5 from the HEFCE annual performance indicators, which gives the percentage of full-time students on first degree courses in English Higher Education institutions projected to neither get an award or transfer to another course. 

The baseline figure has not yet been agreed with HEFCE, but is likely to be the December 2001 performance indicator level of 17%. The end date has not yet been agreed with HEFCE and will need to be reviewed when the next set of annual performance indicators are published in December 2002.  




	Tackle the Adult Skills deficit

Improve the basic skill levels of 1.5 million adults between the launch of Skills for Life in 2001 and 2007, with a milestone of 750,000 by 2004;

To reduce by at least 40% the number of adults in the workforce who lack NVQ 2 or equivalent qualifications by 2010. Working towards this, 1 million adults in the workforce to achieve level 2 between 2003 and 2006.   
	The first part of this target covers those aged 16 and above in England, who have left compulsory education.

The target refers to individuals significantly improving their basic skills.  This could be through public or privately supported provision.  Publicly supported provision is largely funded by the Learning and Skills Council, but also includes provision through the Employment Service, Prison Service and other government funded routes.  The LSC are also proposing to have this target.

Improvement refers to the individual passing an appropriate attainment threshold defined in the National Standards developed by the Qualification and Curriculum Authority. Improvement will be measured by movement up a level, i.e. by gaining an Entry Level 3 qualification, a Level 1 National Test, or a Level 2. National Test.  There will be portfolio-based assessment for some, especially those at the lowest skill levels. The target refers to numbers of adults not qualifications.

Progress will be monitored through collation of administrative statistics on recruitment, retention and achievement from the Learning and Skills Council and other relevant sources.

This data will be received quarterly. The time lag between qualifications and data collected by the LSC is about 6 months. We are satisfied with the credibility checks carried out by the LSC to ensure the quality of the data they produce.

The 2004 target period began on 1 April 2001 and ends on 31 July 2004 at the end of the academic year 2003/04. Final data on achievement will be available in Spring 2005. The 2007 target builds on the 2004 target. Final data for the 2007 target will be available in Spring 2008.

The second part of the PSA target covers attainment of all economically active adults of working age (aged 18-59/64) in England. The LSC are also proposing to have this target. 

Figures on this target have not been previously published. However, the latest statistics are available in the SFR    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor “The Level of Highest Qualification Held by Young People and Adults: England 2001”
 . The SFR is within the National Statistics remit.

The baseline data used to monitor progress towards achieving the target comes from the Labour Force Survey (LFS). Progress will be monitored using the LFS, with the main measure being based on the Autumn quarter LFS available in January of each year. The definition of the target is in line with existing National Learning Targets (for adults at level 3 and level 4) and the level 3 adult target adopted by the LSC. The baseline for 2010 is Autumn 2001 and the baseline for 2006 is Autumn 2002.   The precise definition of the 2010 target will be reviewed to check it is the most appropriate indicator.

Level 2 can be achieved by obtaining 5 or more GCSEs at grades A-C, an intermediate GNVQ, an NVQ level 2 or any other equivalent qualification. In Autumn 2001, the start date for the 40% target, the figure was 7.3 million adults in the workforce (18-59/64) in England without a qualification at level 2 or higher.  The target is that by 2010 there should be 40% fewer, ie no more than 4.4 million adults without a qualification at level 2 or higher.  


DoH PSA Target transferred to DfES as a result of Machinery of Government changes in June 2003

	Improve life chances for children, including by:

Improving the level of education, training and employment outcomes for care leavers aged 19, so that levels for this group are at least 75% of those achieved by all young people in the same area, and at least 15% of children in care attain five good GCSEs by 2004; (The Government will review this target in the light of a Social Exclusion Unit study on improving the educational attainment of children in care)

Narrowing the gap between the proportions of children in care and their peers who are cautioned or

convicted; and

reducing the under​18 conception rate by 50% by 2010


	Children in care: means a person under the age of 18 who is provided by a local authority, acting in its social services capacity, with accommodation for a continuous period of more than 24 hours, by agreement with the parents or with the child if he is aged 16 or over, or who is the subject of a relevant court order under Part IV of the Children Act 1989. Children looked after under an agreed series of short term placements (respite care) are excluded.

Sources of data: Department of Health statistical returns and the Labour Force Survey (ONS) Education, training and employment outcomes:

A ‘care leaver aged 19’ is a young person whose 19th birthday falls in the year ending 31 March of the reporting year ‘t’ who was ‘in care’ (as defined above) on 1 April ‘t-2’ at the age of 16 and who ceased to be ‘in care’ before their 19th birthday.

‘Outcomes’ means engaged in education, training or employment.

The proportion of care leavers in education, training or employment is collected through the OC3 return. The proportion of 19-year-olds in the population as a whole in the education, training or employment is collected through the Labour Force Survey.

‘Area’ means local authority area.

The target date is the year ending 31 March 2004 and to maintain that level until 31 March 2006.

Children in care gaining 5 good GCSEs.

This target measures the educational qualifications of children in care (as defined above) at the point at which they leave care aged 16 or over, regardless of how long they have been in care. Qualifications gained from examinations sat while the young person was in care are included even if the results were announced after the young person left care.

‘Five good GCSEs’ means 5 GCSEs at grade A* - C. Data is collected through the OC1 return.

The target date is the year ending 31 March 2004.

NB - this target will be reviewed in light of the report of the Social Exclusion Unit (SEU) study on the education of children in public care. The Department of Health will set a new target for educational attainment of looked after children, if required, within 3 months of the SEU report.

Narrowing the gap in cautions and convictions.

Cautioned or convicted means convicted or subject to a final warning or reprimand for an offence committed while in care (as defined above)

For this target, ‘children in care’ means those children in care defined as above who were in care on 30 September, were aged 10 or over and had been looked after continuously for a year.

The baseline year is the year to 30 September 2000. The target date is the year to 30 September 2004 and to maintain that level until 30 September 2006.

This target will be met successfully if the proportion of children in care who are cautioned or convicted in the year to 30 September is reduced by a third, i.e. from 10.8% to 7.2%. The baseline proportion of children aged 10-17 cautioned or convicted is 3.6% nationally (source: Police Force Area Data), 7.2% percentage points below the 10.8% of children in care cautioned or convicted. Reducing the percentage of children in care cautioned or convicted to 7.2% will thus result in a narrowing of the gap.

Adoption
The delivery plan for this target will also include plans to implement the Government’s target to improve life chances for children by maximising the contribution adoption can make to providing permanent families for children without compromising on quality, so maintaining current levels of adoptive placement stability. Specifically, by bringing councils’ practice up to the level of the best, by 2004:
- to increase by 40% the number of looked after children who are adopted, and aim to exceed this by achieving, if possible, a 50% increase, up from 2,700 in 1999-2000;
- to increase to 95% the proportion of looked after children placed for adoption within 12 months of the decision that adoption is in the child’s best interests, up from 81% in 2000-01.

The following definitions will apply
Number of adoptions: The number of children ceasing to be looked during the year ending 31 March 2005 as the result of the granting of an adoption order, as measured by the Department of Health’s AD1 statistical collection.
Timescales for adoption: The proportion of children adopted during the year ending 31 March 2005 who were placed for adoption within 12 months of their best interest decision being made, as measured by the Department of Health’s AD1 statistical collection.

Quality of adoptive placements: The number of placements for adoption that end during the year ending 31 March 2005 as the result of the making of an adoption order expressed as a percentage of the number of placements for adoption that ceased during that year. The baseline is the year ending 31 March 2000 where 92% of placements for adoption that ceased did so as the result of the making of an adoption order. The information is collected centrally through the Department of Health’s statistical collection for looked after children (SSDA903).

Teenage Pregnancy
Definition: The under 18 conception rate is the number of conceptions to under 18 year olds per thousand females aged 15​17. It is calculated on a calendar year basis.
Base Year : Calendar Year 1998

Target Year : Calendar year 2010 (data will be published in February 2012)

Source of Data : ONS Conception Statistics derived from birth registrations, abortion notifications and mid year population estimates. This is a well established, published statistical series.




