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A series of new ante-rooms
is being built, and each incoming
unit, such as the British Forces Post
Office (BFPO) and the Directorate of
Aviation Regulation and Safety, will be
allocated an area in which to display
its memorabilia and call its own. A
grand piano has arrived from Bentley
Priory, and BFPO paintings will
brighten the walls, including a vibrant
Terence Cuneo canvas of parcels
being delivered on the Western Front
during the First World War.

Project MoDEL has also improved
private spaces for those who will live in
the officers’ mess. A1960'’s extension
containing bedrooms, which was
often described by occupants as
“awful”, has been demolished. Mess
occupants are now mainly housed in
new en-suite rooms in nearby blocks.

In all, 535 new bedrooms are
to be built at the site, although
accommodation in the main mess
has reduced from 40 bedrooms
to 16. This reflects the modern
requirement for en-suite bathrooms
and “day rooms”.

Under English Heritage guidance
it has been possible to move internal
walls, but every original doorway
remains, many as false features with
solid walls beyond.

“This project has taken the mess
into the 21st century, and made real
improvements to occupants’ quality
of life,” says Squadron Leader Ford.
“Moving home is challenging for any
military unit, but this work seems
to be well received by those arriving
from other sites. We have not lost the
special atmosphere of this place.”

Personnel of all ranks at
Northolt will have access to a new
all-weather sports pitch, leisure
centre, and medical and dental
facilities.

Ofthe MOD sites relocating
personnel to RAF Northolt, RAF
Eastcote and West Ruislip have
already been sold; RAF Bentley Priory,
Inglis Barracks and Mill Hill have been
released for sale, but RAF Uxbridge
and Victoria House in Greenwich are
still operational.

Since 2003 MOD has delivered
a total of 26,000 new or upgraded
bedspaces for the Armed Forces. By
2013 it expects to have completed
60,000 new or upgraded single living
bedspaces.DF
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A TEAM of soldiers have started
constructing a new home for a polar
bear in the Scottish Highlands.
Eighty soldiers from 75 Engineer
Regiment are deploying to the
Highland Wildlife Park near
Kingussie to build a new enclosure
for the bear in Edinburgh Zoo.

SAIL SUCCESS
CAPTAIN Graeme
MacKay, CO of RNAS
Culdrose, presented the
Holt Cup to AB Natalie
Roach (right), skipper of
one of the winning Fleet
Air Arm boats in the
Navy's inter-command
dinghy racing regatta.

MARATHON EFFORT FOR SHARKY

TRAINING knew
no bounds for
Lieutenant
Commander
“Sharky”

Finn (right),
Commanding
Officer of 771 Naval
Air Squadron, as
he prepared for the
London Marathon.
The runner even
ran while deployed
to the Arctic.

SUBMARINERS
DOWN UNDER

TEN submariners
from HMS Triumph
have almost finished
preparing for an
adventurous training
expedition in New
Zealand. The team

(pictured) will

complete three treks
across the remote

Southern Alps.

Fearless: Cool-headed Fern inspects her aircraft

AIR CADET PRAISED EOR COOL THINKING
A TOP av_vgrd was presented to a Cambridge University Air Cadet
Inrecognition of the remarkable flying skills she showed durin

an aircraft emergency. Fast thinking Officer Cadet Fern Adamgs
20, was honoured by the MOD’s Directorate of Aviation Regula{ion
and Safety when she was presented with the first “Green
Endorsement’_’ to a university air cadet. Flying solo and with just

14 hou_rs of flying tuition, she experienced a series of rare ar:d
confusmg cqckpit indications, culminating in the total loss of radio
communication. Fern said: “l just reacted to the situation as | had

begn trained_to dp, it was only when | landed that I realised how
serious the situation was that I'd just dealt with.”

Twice the helping: Brothers Keith and Eric James are chefs

TWINS DISH UP DOUBLE DELIGHT
MERSEY SIDE twins, Keith and Eric James, both
chefs, have proudly served in the TA for 32 years.
Sergeant Keith James serves with 4th Battalion
The Duke of Lancaster’s regiment in Norris

Green, while Staff Sergeant Eric serves with 238
(Sefton) squadron RLC, based in Bootle.

TIRELESS CHEF STIRS UP SUCCESS
PETTY OFFICER Andy Bailey serving on HMS
Tireless has been named this year's top Armed
Forces chef. Andy said: “Winning is an honour
and privilege.” He said his food has to be good,
otherwise he’d get 130 critics lambasting him.
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