
This table summarises the principal categories and maximum number of gaming machines that can be provided by different types of premises. Only 
Category B1 to D gaming machines are shown since there are no Category A machines (legally permitted only in a regional casino).  Category B3A gaming 
machines are only available in non-commercial clubs.  
 

Machine category 

 
B1 (Highest 
prize fruit 
machine style 
games only 
permitted in 
casinos) 

 
B2  (High stake, high 
prize machines 
offering virtual 
roulette and other 
games. Formerly  
known as fixed odds 
betting terminals) 

 
B3  (High stake, 
high prize fruit 
machine style 
games permitted in  
in adult only high 
street arcades and 
bingo clubs) 

 
B4  (Similar to 
B3  machines 
but with a max 
£250 prize)  

 
C  (Fruit machines, 
permitted in pubs 
and adult-only 
areas of seaside 
arcades, and also 
found in significant 
numbers in  bingo 
halls and adult only 
arcades)  

 
D  (Lowest stake and prize 
fruit machines and penny 
drops, and non-cash 
crane grabs and other 
amusements,  usually 
found in seaside arcades) 

Maximum stake £2 £100  £1 £1 50p 
10p (30p for non-cash 
prize games like crane 
grabs)   

Maximum prize £4,000 £500 £500 £250 £35 
£5 (£8 for non-cash 
prizes) 

Casinos 
Existing casinos may offer up to 20 Category B1-4 machines or opt instead for an unlimited number of C and D machines. The 
eight large casinos permitted under the new Gambling Act may offer up to 150 Category B1 machines, and the eight small 
casinos up to 80 Category B1 machines.  

Betting shops x Max 4 machines (any combination of B2-D) 

Bingo clubs  
(over 18s only) 

 
x 
 

x 
Max 8 proposed, currently 4 (any 
combination of B3 and B4) Plus any number of C and D 

Adult Gaming Centres 
(AGCs) – high street 
arcades, over-18s only 

x x 

 
Max 4 (any combination of B3 and 
B4) 
 

Plus any number of C and D 

Clubs (e.g. working men’s 
clubs) x x x Max 3 (any combination of B4, C or D) 

Pubs x x x x 
Automatic entitlement to offer 2 machines (C 
or D). May apply to licensing authority for a 
permit to offer more 

Licensed Family 
Entertainment Centre 
(FEC) i.e. seaside arcades 

x x x x 
Any number of C and D – Category C machines 
must be located in separate adult-only area 

Unlicensed FECs  
and travelling fairs x x x x x 

Any number Category D 
permitted 

 


