
FREE-TO-AIR LISTED EVENTS REVIEW
ADVISORY PANEL AWAYDAYS ON 14 SEPTEMBER AND 9 OCTOBER 2009
NOTE OF CONCLUSIONS REACHED
Introduction
The Panel met on 14 September and 9 October 2009 to reach conclusions on its report and recommendations to the Secretary of State. The Panel were all present on both occasions with the exception of Nick Pollard (14 September) and Eamonn Holmes (9 October). Over the two days the views of all Panel members were however taken into account in the conclusions reached.
There were no changes to declared interests.
Conclusions reached
The Panel concluded that they should recommend that:
· the Secretary of State continue to seek to protect major sporting events for the widest possible audience on free-to-air television;

· he should not list non-sporting events, for which there was only minimal support in the consultation exercise; 

· the criteria for listing should be significantly simplified as follows:
"In order to be eligible to be listed, an event must have a special national resonance and not simply a significance to those who ordinarily follow the sport concerned. Such an event is likely to fall into one or both of the following categories:
 
· it is a pre-eminent national or international event in the sport; 

· it involves the national team or national representatives in the sport concerned.

It should also be likely to command a large television audience.”

· the matters that the Secretary of State took into account in exercising his statutory responsibilities should not form part of the criteria. The Panel should however reflect in its report what research and respondents had said about the potential positive and negative implications of listing;

· the current distinction between live and deferred coverage was no longer appropriate as constraints on live scheduling had eased significantly and would ease further with digital switchover. A single list of events  which should be broadcast live free-to-air should therefore be established;

· on the basis of the criteria that the Panel was recommending that list should contain:

· The Summer Olympics
· The FIFA World Cup Finals Tournament
· The UEFA European Football Championship Finals Tournament
· England’s  FIFA World Cup qualifying matches, home and away
· England’s  UEFA European Football Championship qualifying matches, home and away
· The FA Cup Final 
· The Wimbledon Tennis Championships
· The Rugby Union World Cup Finals Tournament
· The Grand National
· The England Cricket Team’s Home Ashes Test Series
· The Open Golf Championship

In Scotland only

· The Scottish FA Cup Final
· Scotland’s  FIFA World Cup qualifying matches, home and away
· Scotland’s  UEFA European Football Championship qualifying matches, home and away

In Wales only

· Wales’  FIFA World Cup qualifying matches, home and away
· Wales’ UEFA European Football Championship qualifying matches, home and away
· Wales’ matches in the Six Nations Rugby Union Championship

In Northern Ireland only

· Northern Ireland’s FIFA World Cup qualifying matches, home and away
· Northern Ireland’s UEFA European Football Championship qualifying matches, home and away

Next steps
These conclusions will be incorporated in a final draft report which would be circulated to the Panel for agreement. The intention was to submit the report and recommendations to the Secretary of State around the end of October/early November.
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