23 February 2004 

Barry Turner has been appointed as a Committee Member of the Public Lending Right Advisory Committee. The term of appointment will be for four years with effect from 1 March 2004.

Biographical Details 

Barry Turner has been writing for over thirty years.  He is currently editor of The Statesman’s Yearbook, one of the world’s leading reference books, and, in 2002, he led the launch of its Internet version, SYBWorld.  He is also editor of The Writer’s Handbook series, the first of which was published in 1987, with the eighteenth edition due out in August. His numerous other credits include biographies of Richard Burton and Denholm Elliott,...And the Policeman Smiled: 10,000 Children escape from Nazi Europe; When Daddy Came Home: How family life changed forever in 1945, travel writing for The Times, and a BBC Radio play, A Righteous Gentile.  He was recently elected Chairman of the National Academy of Writing.

He holds no other public appointments and has not participated in any significant political activity in the last five years.

Notes for Editors 

I. The PLR Advisory Committee advises the Secretary of State and the Registrar of Public Lending Right on the operation of the PLR Scheme.  The Scheme was established by the Public Lending Right Act (1979) and is administered by the Registrar.  Under the Act, authors have a legal right to receive payment for the loan of their books from public libraries.  The PLR office is located in Stockton-on-Tees. 

2.
The Scheme is funded through the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, and payments are made annually to eligible authors on the basis of loans data collected by the Registrar from a representative sample of public libraries.        

