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Membership 
 
Tom Hassall  Chairman, Advisory Committee on Historic Wreck Sites (Chair) 
Lizzie West  Senior Archaeology Policy Advisor, DCMS (Secretary) 
Sophia Exelby Receiver of Wreck, Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
Patrick Griggs Retired Secretary, British Maritime Law Association 
Michael Laurie BMT Salvage 
Alan Saville  Senior Curator, National Museums of Scotland 
Dr Carolyn Heeps  Head of Environment and Research, The Crown Estate 
Jan Gladysz   Legal Advisor, Marine Legal Division, Department for Transport 
Robert Yorke  Chairman, Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee 
David Gaimster  General Secretary, Society of Antiquaries of London 
Mike Palmer   Site Licensee 
Ian Oxley   Head of Maritime Archaeology, English Heritage 
Dr Roger Bland Head of Scheme and Treasure, Portable Antiquities Scheme 
Jim Spooner  Shipping Policy, Department for Transport 
Michael Williams Legal Studies Lecturer, University of Wolverhampton 
Laura Warren Scheduling and Underwater Archaeology Case & Policy Worker, DCMS 
 
Terms of Reference 
 
By March 2006 to develop detailed proposals, based on evidence, on the future for salvage 
and reporting regimes with respect to the marine historic environment. 
 
In particular to develop: 
 
1. Proposals for the future and extent of reporting regimes for the marine historic 

environment.  
 
2. Proposals about any necessary changes to the current salvage law with respect to the 

marine historic environment and the extent of these changes. 
 

3. Decisions on whether to dis-apply the Salvage Convention 1989 from marine historic 
assets and, if so, what will dis-apply. 

 
4. Decisions on whether to remove the concept of ‘salvor in possession’. 
 
 
Recommendations from the working group will be tested against the objectives of: simplicity, 
openness, flexibility and rigour.  They will be evidence based, using case-study examples 
any other research/ evaluation that the working group judges appropriate. They also need to 
tie in closely with the decisions that come out of the designations and definitions working 
group and the work underway on the DEFRA Marine Bill. 
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