






























disadvantaged. For example, the average Capital award in Wales is less than a third of 
that in England. 

8. The disparity can also be seen in the funding of national teams and squads. The cost 
of supporting, for example, a netball or hockey team is the same in Wales as other 
parts of the UK but the funding available is much less. This support is not only 
important in Welsh terms but helps sustain a strong UK presence and performance on 
the international stage. If this situation is not addressed far reaching negative et1ects 
will soon be irreversible. Also some movement on this front would buttress support 
for our Olympic bid outside England. 

9. Tackling deprivation is an important consideration for distributors. Wales' national 
income is around 20% below the UK average, and half the country has been 
designated by the EU as one of the most deprived areas of Europe through Objective 
One status. While the other half is only marginally better requiring Objective Two 
status. There is an urgent need to address the problems of the most recreationally 
deprived communities, where a funding formula based on population is basically 
iniquitous. 

10. "Sport is an important part of how we define ourselves, personally and as a 
nation. It should be considered as an investment rather than an expenditure, if 
it is to move from the wings to midfield as a powerful tool through to a healthier 
and better Wales" Alan Pugh AM, Minister for Culture, Welsh Language and Sport 
- Climbing Higher, July 2003. 
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