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Dear Sir,

UNESCO takes a keen interest in the work of your committee and thanks you for the
opportunity to submit these comments for your consideration.

Few if any subjects are more sensitive to human culture than the handling of ancestral
remains. The respectful treatment of the dead is essential in every culture, but differs from one
culture to another. Museums and galleries, as well as other scientific institutions around the
world, are finding that they are in fact warehousing the remains of humans from their own
cultures and others, dating back generations, centuries and millennia. The professionals in
these institutions and their governing bodies are growing more sensitive to the importance of
handling: them with the utmost respect and to requests for return of these remains.
Simultaneously, the world’s acknowledgment of the rights of indigenous peoples is contributing
to museum awareness of the need to re-examine all collections of human remains. UNESCO
supports these developments and the work of government groups such as the Working Group in

the United Kingdom.

At the 31* Session of the UNESCO General Conference, the Member States adopted the
UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity. The General Conference declared

‘Culture takes diverse forms across time and space. This diversity is embodied in the
uniqueness and plurality of the identities of the groups and societies making up
humankind. As a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is as
necessary for humankind as biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common
heritage of humanity and should be recognized and affirmed for the benefit of present

and future generations. ¢ (Article 1)

Professor Norman PALMER

Chairman

Working Group on Human Remains
Department of Culture, Media and Sport
Cultural Property Unit

2-4 Cockspur Street

LONDON SW1Y 5DH

(United Kingdom)






