MUSEUM VICTORIA
Policy
Management of Aboriginal Skeletal Remains

Part 2 Policy

1.1 Philosophy

1.1.1 The Museum acknowledges that the Aboriginal people are the rightful owners of their
heritage and should be given responsibility for its future control and
management.

1.1.1 The Museum’s basic premise in managing Aboriginal skeletal remains is that
Aboriginal beliefs concerning the custodianship of human remains should
have primacy in determining practice.

1.1.2 Al skeletal remains will be treated with respect and sensitivity, regardless of age or
scientific value.

1.1  Acquisition

1.1.1  The Museum will not seek to acquire human remains but where government
legislation prescribes that remains found in certain situations are deposited in
the Museum, then the remains will be dealt with in accordance with this
policy.

1.1.1 The decision whether or not to accept custody of remains will be made by the Director
of the Museum acting in accordance with legislative requirements.

1.1.2  The Museum, acting in the role of custodian, may retain human remains on behalf of
the relevant community, if requested to do so by it and shall abide by any
reasonable conditions for its storage and management.

1.1.1 For remains already in the Museum’s collections, staff will notify communities of the
holdings and ascertain if they want remains to be held here or want the
remains to be returned. [Due to resource limitations, priority will be given to
Victorian communities. Requests from outside Victoria will be dealt with as
they arrive].

1.1.1 In the case of human remains in private hands which come to the attention of the
Museum, the Museum will direct the matter to the relevant community. If the
remains are non-provenanced, advice will be sought from the Museum’s
Victorian Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee.

& | Storage

1.1.1 Human remains will be properly stored in an area separate from other parts of the
collection.

1.1.1 The designated storage area will be given the same resect as any grave or burial site
and be treated with respect at all times.

1.1.2  The storage area must be exclusively for skeletal remains and must be kept clean and
secure.

1.1.1  Where possible, whole skeletons will be stored together.

1.1.2  No remains shall be stored in materials detrimental to their safety.






