
Attachment A

Repatriating Tasmanian skeletal remains, 1970s- 1997

Repatriating human remains from Tasmaniaand Australia

TheTAC’s campaignfor thereturnof ancestralskeletalmaterialbeganin the 1970s.Much
public pressurewasbroughtto bearon the stategovernment.TheTasmanianMuseumAct
1950wasamendedin 1974and 1976to allow Trukanini’s skeletonto bereturnedfrom the
TasmanianMuseumwhereit hadbeensince1878.Attentionthenturnedto theinfamous
Crowthercollection,madeup ofthreeskeletonsand34 skullsdug up earlythiscenturyfrom
thecemeteryatOysterCove. TheTAC took legal actionagainsttheTasmanianMuseum,
which, althoughunsuccessful,broughtnationalandinternationalinfluenceto bearon the
Tasmaniangovernment.Late in December1982thegovernmentagreedto legislateto return
theCrowthercollectionto theAboriginal community.

TheMuseums(AboriginalRemains)Act 1984waspassedby thestateparliamentin
November1984 to allow thehandingoverof all TasmanianAboriginalremainsheld in the
two Tasmanianmuseums.By 1986mostAboriginal skeletalremainsheldin Tasmanian
museumswerehandedto theTAC on thecommunity’sbehalf.Bothmuseumslaterreturned
itemsofskeletalremainsfoundin theircollectionsin 1988and1993.

Australianmuseumsfollowed suit. TheMuseumof Victoria,NationalMuseumofAustralia
andSouthAustralianMuseumreturnedAboriginal remainsto Tasmaniabetween1986and
1989.

Australianmuseumscontinueto returnskeletalmaterialto Tasmaniaasit is broughtto their
attention.In 1996 theNationalMuseumreturnedskeletalitemsstill in theircollections,and
theSouthAustraliaMuseumandtheMuseumofVictoria eachreturneda lock ofhair.

Repatriating human remainsfrom the UK

TheTAC thentook its campaignoverseas.After extensivelobbyingbetween1985and1991
ourdelegatessucceededin havingremainsreturnedto TasmaniaandAustralia.Meetingswere
heldwith someEuropeanmuseumsto determinetheextentof theircollectionsandgaugetheir
attitudes;howeverthecampaignfocusedon theUK, andthereturnof skeletalremainsonly
wasthe issue.

In 1991Pitt RiversMuseumin Englandreturned5 skulls andthepenisofawarrior pickledin
ajar,all Australian.EdinburghUniversityreturnedits completecollectionof 300 skullsand4
skeletons;11 oftheskulls wereTasmanian.As well, in 1991,thePeterboroughandBradford
museums(UK) returnedtheircompletecollectionsof Australianskeletalremains,oneskull
each.TheRoyalCollegeofSurgeonsin Dublin returnedapreservedheadto Tasmaniabut
kepttherestof theircollection.EdinburghUniversityreturned3 Tasmanianhair samplesin
1997.

Repatriating human remainsfrom Europe and Australasia

In 1997 StockholmMuseumin SwedenandAucklandMuseumin New Zealandeach

returnedoneskull to TAC delegates.

No otherremainshavebeenrepatriatedto Tasmaniaby any othergroups.
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Attachment B

Tasmanian Aborigines

Tasmaniais an islandto thesouthof Australia. Currentlyit hasapopulationofless
thanhalfamillion, of whom roughly 5000areAborigines.WhentheBritish landedin
Tasmaniain 1803 anestimated4000Aborigineswere living here.

From 1803all Tasmaniabecamea killing field. In 1829 thecolonialgovernment
contractedGeorgeAugustusRobinsonto roundup theremainingAborigines.On his travels
he noted‘Thereis nota boatharbouralongthewholeline ofcoastbutwhatnumbersofthe
unfortunatenativeshavebeenshot;their bonesare to beseenstrewedon theground’.

Robinsonimprisoneda coupleof hundredpeoplein camps,first atWybalennaon
FlindersIslandand finally atOysterCove,in thesouthofmainlandTasmania.By 1860only
15 ofthe imprisonedtribal peoplewereleft alive, andall in thosecampsweredeadby 1876.

About adozenAboriginalwomenescapedthecamps.Most ofthesehadbeencaptured
to work for British sealersliving in tiny enclavesin theFurneauxislandgroupoff thenorth
easttip ofTasmania.Theretheyestablishedacohesiveandself-sufficientfamily based
communityfrom whom mostoftoday’s Aboriginalpopulationdescend.Two otherAboriginal
women,oneofthemthesolesurvivorofOysterCove,marriedEuropeanmenon the
Tasmanianmainland;theirfamiliescompleteour community.

European collectors’ acquisition of Tasmanian Aboriginal human remains

MuchoftheTasmanianhumanremainsandculturalpropertymaterialin Britain comes
from theprivatecollectionof GeorgeAugustusRobinson.After his death,BarnardDavis
acquiredthematerial,nowwidely dispersedin British museums.

RobinsonpersuadedAboriginesto give him thebonesoftheirdeadrelativeswhich
theycarriedastalismansagainstsicknessand death.Oneinstancewason 1 June1838:
“~Whenviewingthecorpseof a womanwho haddiedthatmorning] I asked GRobinson
[Kolebuner]for an underjawofa nativewhichhungsuspendedto his throat.Heappeared
reluctanttopart with it andsaidit belongedto his wife Agnes[Mealettarner]andhewould
askherconsent... I spoketo hermyselfShereplied ‘what amIto do whenJammonartyer
[sick]?’. I said, ‘nevermind, it is no usein suchcases‘.“ TheRoyalCollegeof Surgeons,
London,hasin recentmonthsrevealedfor thefirst time thatsevensuchtalismanswhich
publishedresearchhadreporteddestroyedwith othermaterialduringWorld War2 arein fact
still held in their collections.

Furthermore,asthepeopledied in thecamps,Robinson,whohadbeengiventhetitle
‘ProtectoroftheAborigines’, cutup theirbodiesto giveto his friends, military officersand
representativesoftheCrown. To give afew examplesof his activities:Robinsonreportsthat
on his first meetingwith GovernorandLady Franklinat Wybalennain January1838they“...

solicitedmefor curiosities,also theskull ofan aboriginal‘.“ TheGovernor’ssecretary
CaptainMaconochiealsoaskedhim for askull. Theday afterMitaluraparitjadiedof
pneumoniain February1838atWybalenna,thesurgeoncut offhis headfor Robinsonto have
it “masticated” andsentto Maconochie.Robinsonlater “retained” thecraniumof
Pintawtawawho diedin August 1838andsentit to Lady Franklin in February1839.

TheNationalHistory Museumalsoretainsoneofonly two full skeletonsoftribal
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TasmanianAboriginesknownto still exist. Theseskeletonswereamongfive ‘obtained’ from
theCuratorof HobartMuseumbetween1870and 1875.Theseskeletons,oneof themwhose
nameis known,weredugup from thegraveyardatWybalenna.TheTasmanianmuseumsin
HobartandLauncestonwerebothwell stockedwith Aboriginalremainsfrom Wybalennaand
OysterCove,comprisingalargecollectionof remainsdugup from theburial groundatOyster
Coveby theprestigiousDr Crowther(wholaterbecamePremierof Tasmania).

Robinsonwasonly oneof manycollectorswhopreyeduponthepeopleanddespoiled
boththeirhabitatsandtheirburial places.In all cases,Tasmanianmaterialswereacquired
eitherby coercingvulnerableandoppressedpeople,or by theftandlootingofthedead,these
behavioursdeemedjustified by theoverriding‘right’ of conquest. Theonly difference
betweenthosecircumstancesandtheHolocaustsituationis thenatureofthematerials
plundered,andthetypeof valuetheywereperceivedto have(ie ‘scientific’ ratherthan
monetary).
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TasmanianAboriginal Centre Inc
Submissionto the Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Working Group onHuman Remains

Introduction

TheTasmanianAboriginalCentreInc. (TAC) is a non-profitcommunitybased
organisationestablishedin 1973providing legal,health,educational,culturalandwelfare
servicesto AboriginesthroughoutTasmania.Weare incorporatedpursuantto the lawsof
Tasmaniaandhavereceivedoperatinggrantfunding from boththeAustralianCommonwealth
andTasmanianStategovernmentsfor overtwentyyears.

TheTasmanianAboriginalCentrehascampaignedfor over25 yearson behalfof
TasmanianAboriginesto haveAboriginalhumanremainsandculturalpropertyreturnedfrom
museumsbothwithin Australiaandoverseas(seeAttachmentA). TheTAC is recognisedby
bothnationalandinternationalgovernmentsastheappropriatebody to which Tasmanian
Aboriginal skeletalremainsandculturalpropertyarereturnedfor disposition.TheTasmanian
MuseumandArt Galleryalsoacknowledgesourstatusastheappropriatebody,andhasgiven
testimonialsonourbehalfto internationalmuseums.In 1997weworkedcloselywith the
AustralianDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTrade(DFAT) andAustralianEmbassiesabroad
to repatriateremainsfrom Stockholmandto arrangemeetingswith museumsthroughoutthe
UnitedKingdomandEurope.We arecontinuingthis cooperativeliasonwith Australian
agenciessuchasDFAT andATSIC (Aboriginal andTonesStrait IslanderCommission)as
partof theprocessofsecuringreturnsfrom Britain directlyto Tasmania.

We welcomethis opportunityto recommendto theWorkingPartyon HumanRemains
coursesofactionto ensurethatAboriginalhumanremainsin British museumsarerepatriated
to theircommunitiesin Australia,in line with thejoint commitmentmadeby British and
AustralianPrimeMinistersin June2000.

Ourrecommendationsderivegenerallyfrom ourperspectiveandexperiencesandrelate
specificallyto TasmanianAboriginalremains.However,our involvementwith other
Aboriginal groupswithin Australiashowsourviewsarerepresentativeof theconcernsand
problemsfacedby otherAboriginal communitiesandindigenouspeopleworldwideand are
relevantto theBritishgovernment’spoliciesaffectingall indigenoushumanremains.

Recommendations:

We recommendthat theBritish government:

1. adoptapolicy for unconditionalrepatriationofall Aboriginalhumanremainsto
Aboriginal people,

2. implementthat policy throughmandatorylegislationthatimmediatelyimposesalegal
dutyon institutionsbothpublic andprivateto giveup remainsin collections,

3. includein the definition ofhumanremains,otherhumantissue,burial artefactsand
significantreligiousandculturalobjects,
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4. returnremainsdirectlyto theAboriginal communitieswhererequested,

5. preventfurtherresearchon humanremainsandreligiousor ceremonialobjects,without
prior approvalfrom traditionalowners.

Implementing theBritish Prime Minister’s intentions

Thepublic statementoftheBritish PrimeMinisterofthewillingnessof his
governmentto repatriateAboriginalhumanremainsto Australiais welcomedandsupported.
Mr Blair’s statementestablishesthemoralbasisfor this WorkingGroup’srecommendations
asto how suchrepatriationwill proceed.

Assumingthe PrimeMinister’s intentionsareto be followed, wesubmitourviewson
howpolicy, lawsandpracticescanaccomodatetheBritish Government’sencouraging
position.

Welook forwardto thisWorking Group’sfinal reportrecommendingthepractical
stepsthatcanensurethespirit ofthePrimeMinister’s statementis implemented.
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