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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Working Group thank you for this opportunity to submit
evidence under the terms of reference outlined in the invitation. Although not my
main occupation I have actively pursued a research interest in ancient Egyptian
paleopathology and medical system development for the last ten years. During this
time [ have studied human remains both in UK collections and in the field . In respect
of my submission I will concentrate on addressing the issue of care and safe keeping
of human remains with respect to bona fide research (bullet 5 in the Terms of
Reference). My comments and examples will draw heavily, but not exclusively from

ancient Egyptian remains with which I am most familiar.
Research on human remains - a spectrum of activity

Human remains in UK museums represent an important source of research material
that has been used, or has the potential to be used for many types of research.
Research on human remains tend to fall into two categories — observational research
on individual remains and hypothesis-driven research which tends to utilise
collections of remains from one or more source. Information gathered from these
studies is of great importance for a wide variety of reasons - from the validation of
historical or archaeological records to paleopathological studies. An example of the
former would be the studies by Eugen Strouhal of the remains of the pharaoh
Segenenre Tao II. Papyrical texts suggested that he had been assassinated or killed in
battle by a particular group of invading nomads, the Hyksos. By studying the

traumatic incisions on the pharaohs mummified head and comparing the various
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