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interests,State,Territory andFederalGovernments,museumorganisationsandother
organisationsactive in the areasdealtwith in this policy.

Outcomes

7.2 In thesediscussions,theoutcomesshould be in accordancewith the principles in the
Policy Statementof 18 May 1993. Whilst local conditions may lead to differences
in some details, a commitmentto the overarchingprinciples of satisfying varying
interestsand recognitionof the special interestsof the culturally diverseAboriginal
andTorresStrait Islanderpeoplesandcommunities,whoseliving culturalheritagewe
aredealingwith, should guide all decision-making.
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BACKGROUND TO THIS DOCUMENT

The needfor a uniform statementof policy hasemergedasan increasinglysignificantissue
over the last 15 years.A policy formulated in 1984 by the Council of AustralianMuseum
Directors which is made up of directorsof major museums(other than art museums)has
beenin placebut dealsonly with the matterof humanremains.There is a clearly perceived
needfor policies which addressthe entire range of issues concerningrelations between
museumsand indigenouspeople.

To those most closely involved in framing this presentpolicy the need for urgentattention
becameevidentover the last five years. By 1991, it wasclear that somemuseums,especially
but not only the South Australian Museum, had policies in place and becauseof their
experiencewere being consulted by museumsand by indigenous people from around
Australia. The view was taken that every major museumin eachStateought to be able to
servethe needsof the peoplein its own State and Territory.

At a meetingbetweenDes Griffin, Lester Russell (then Director of the South Australian
Museum)and Chris Anderson(then Headof the Departmentof Anthropology at the South
AustralianMuseum) in June1991, it was agreedthat CAMA, as the Australia-wide body
concernedwith museumsof all kinds, should be approachedto developsucha policy.

In August 1991, Phil Gordon (Heritage Liaison Officer at the AustralianMuseum), Des
Griffin andAndrew Reeves(then CAMA Vice Presidentand Director of HumanStudiesat
the Museum of Victoria) met to examinethe kinds of principles that shouldbe includedin
a documentand reach a preliminary appreciationas to where there were differencesof
opinionbetweenmuseumsand betweenmuseumsand Aboriginal and TorresStrait Islander
peoples.

A draft statementwasdrawnup asa resultof that meetingandcirculatedin September1991
in the first instanceto Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderstaff of museumsfor their
comment.Some of those staff took the documentto the November 1991 meetingof the
Conferenceof AustralianMuseumAnthropologists.

Simultaneouslythe Board of CAMA agreedthat a Committeebe establishedto draw up an
appropriatepolicy. The committee included Aboriginal people known to have a special
interest in museumsand their dealingswith Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandercultural
property.The namesof the Committeeare listed elsewherein this document.

In November 1991, Griffin, Karen CooteandChris Anderson(whohad attendedthe COMA
Conference),all membersof the CAMA Committee,discussedthe reactionsreceivedfrom
the conferenceand from Aboriginal andTorres Strait Islanderstaff of museumsand agreed
on amendmentsto the documentin order for a seconddraft to be distributedmore widely.
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In November1991, the reviseddraftwascirculatedto all major museumsholdingsignificant
collectionsof Aboriginal andTorresStrait Islanderculturalpropertyseekingtheircomments
as well as to interestedassociationsand individuals. The draft was discussedalso at the
meetingof the Council of Australian Museumsand a preliminary position on the various
views was reachedby them.

ThroughJune1992, various responseswere receivedfrom those to whom the policy draft
had beensent. It becameapparentat a very early stagethat discussionswould haveto take
placeat a Stateand Territory level in the first instance.Accordingly peoplefrom eachof the
state museums who were membersof the Committee were asked to co-ordinate the
consultations.

On 25 July 1992, the full CAMA Committee,togetherwith representativesof the Museum
of Victoria’s Aboriginal Cultural HeritageAdvisory Council met at the Museumof Victoria
to discussthe draft documentcirculatedNovember1991 and thecommentsreceivedto date.
At that meetingan importantdecisionwas reachedthat a setof principlesbe establishedfrom
which the detailedpolicieswould flow.

A revisedpolicy was formulatedanddistributedto the Committeeand the Board of CAMA.
CA~MDalsoconsideredthereviseddraft Policy Statementincluding the Principlesin October
1992 in New Zealandand endorsedthem.

In November1992 Aboriginal and TorresStrait Islanderpeopleworking in and associated
with museumsand thosewho weremembersof the CAMA Committeemet. Chris Anderson
wasalso present.That groupdevelopeda setof principles which they felt should guide the
policiesof museums.A groupentitled the interim Aboriginal and Torres Strait Peopleand
Policies Action Committee (ATSIPPAC) was establishedwith Ms Lori Richardson
(Aboriginal Adviser to the National Museum of Australia)as convenor.

Following discussionsbetweenthe CAMA Committee and ATSIPPAC convenor Lori
Richardsona meetingof representativesof both groups(from the CAMA CommitteeKaren
Coote, Des Griffin and Richard Robins and from ATSIPPAC Phil Gordon and Lori
Richardson)and Dr Jim Spechtof theAustralianMuseumwasheld in early February1993.
Refinementsto the principles formulatedby the two groupswere madeand development
commencedof a final draft policy statementfor releaseon 18 May 1993, International
MuseumsDay in the InternationalYear for the World’s IndigenousPeople.That meeting
agreedthat, having regardto the needfor asfull consultationas possible,attemptsto getall
the detailedpolicies discussedand agreedto before 18 May would be not sensible.Further
commentscontinuedto be received,notably from a numberof Aboriginal Land Councils.

The CommonwealthGovernmentMinister for Aboriginal andTorresStrait IslanderAffairs,
the Hon RobertTickner, MP, was sentcopiesof the draft statementlate 1992 and of the
final Policy Statementin May 1993.
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Discussionswith officers of the Aboriginal and TorresStrait IslanderCommission(ATSIC)
were held from late 1992 through May 1993.

A draft of the Policy Statementwas sent to major State Museumsholding collectionsof
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandercultural material in April 1993.

The final Policy Statementwas placedbefore the CAMA Board on 1 May and, following
discussion,adoptedsubjectto any necessaryminor amendment.Endorsementwasreceived
from a numberof organisatiorisineluding both the Council of AustralianMuseum Directors
and its art counterpart, the Council of Australian Art Museum Directors (CAAMD);
CAAMD had consideredthe draft Policy Statementat its meetingin late April 1993.

The final versionof the Policy Statementwasdeterminedin discussionsbetweenDesGriffin,
Chris Anderson,Phil Gordon,Bernice Murphy (Chief Curator, Museumof Contemporary
Art and Presidentof the AustralianNational Committeeof ICOM), Lori Richardson,Lester
Russell,Jim Spechtand othermembersof the CAMA Committeeon 6 May 1993.

The launchof the Statementtook place at 9:00am 18 May outside Sydney’sMuseum of
ContemporaryArt at Circular Quay West, a placeof significanceto the history of Australia
for both indigenousand non-indigenouspeople.

In June and July 1993, the detailed policies together with the Policy Statementwere
circulated to University museumsand regional and local museumsof all kinds. Further
responseswere received.

A meetingof representativesof the CAMA Committee(Chris Anderson,Karen Coote,Des
Griffin and Gaye Scuithorpe)and ATSIPPAC (Phil Gordon) togetherwith Jim Spechtwas
held October13 to considerfinal wordingof thedetailedpoliciesandnecessaryamendments
to the full document. It was noted that a numberof groups had not respondedto the
invitation to comment. But the view was taken that a policy should be launchedand
submitted for comment to all communitiesand interestedparties with a review date of
October1995. Policy is evolutionary.

The semi-finaldraft wascirculated 25 October to all membersof the CAMA Committee,
Lori Richardsonand Phil Gordonof ATSIPPACandJim Specht;museumsandorganisations
which had not respondedwere also askedif they wished to havecommentsincludedin the
list of responses.

The present document has been developedfrom the October 13 meeting and has been
consideredby all membersof the CAMA Committee.
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The membersof the Committeeestablishedby the CAMA Board to formulate this policy
comprises:

ChristopherAnderson,previously Head of the Division of Anthropology and now
Director, SouthAustralianMuseum,Adelaide

Wally Caruana,Curator, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art, Australian
National Gallery (nominatedby the Art MuseumsAssociationof Australia)

Julia Clarke, Head, Exhibition & Design, Western Australian Museum, Perth
(formerly TasmanianMuseumand Art Gallery, Hobart;nominatedby the Museums
Associationof Australia mc)

Karen Coote,Conservator,Division of Materials Conservation,AustralianMuseum,
Sydney

Des Griffin, Presidentof CAMA and Director, AustralianMuseum, Sydney (Chair)

Bill Jonas,Principal, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Studies,Canberra

Andrew Reeves,Vice President,CAMA and Director, WesternAustralianMuseum,

Perth (formerly Director of Human Studies,Museum of Victoria, Melbourne)

RichardRobins, Curatorof Anthropology, QueenslandMuseum, Brisbane

Gaye Scuithorpe, Senior Curator, Indigenous Studies, Museum of Victoria,
Melbourne(nominatedby the MuseumsAssociationof Australia)

TedWilkes, Trustee,WesternAustralianMuseum, Perth
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SUMMARY OF RESPONSES

Organisations

Aboriginal andTorres Strait IslanderCommission(ATSIC)

Numerous discussions concerning draft policy being prepared far Australian
AboriginalAffairs Council (AAAC)andpoints out the emphasisgiven to ownership
of itemsof cultural material of religious and cultural significanceincluding human
remains, secret/sacredmaterial and items of significant historical significance.
Commentson the role of the CommonwealthGovernmentand theStateswith respect
to museumsin Australia and material held in overseasmuseums.

Art Gallery of SouthAustralia (JaneHylton, Curatorof AustralianArt)

Commentson implications of the policy in relation to multiple prints and similar
items,urban art and holding of material in trust.

Artlab Australia, Adelaide(Ian Cook)

General comments;supportfor theprinciples on which the documentprepared.

Art MuseumsAssociationof Australia (Ms SusanAbasa,ExecutiveOfficer)

Supports the documentand recommendsinvolvementof indigenouspeople on the
Committee.

Art MuseumsAssociationof Australia (Mr Leon Paroissien,President)

“Art MuseumsinAustraliahavein recentyearsworkedcloselywithAboriginalpeople
in developingan understandingand appreciation of Australia‘s unique indigenous
culture...The policy documentrepresentsa positive statement.. . but also prepares
museumsfor a future in which communitypartnershipspermit multiple accountsof
history and identity.”

AustralianMuseum Trust, Sydney(Dr Des Griffin, Director)

Endorsedthepolicy as the basisfor theformulation of its own policies.

Conferenceof MuseumAnthropologists(COMA) (at its annualmeetingin November1991)

Numerous commentson all aspectsof the draft, questionsas to the needfor a
national policy, the importance of consultation at a local level and regional
differences, the relevance of federal legislation, importance of each museum
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developingconsultationpractices. Commentson the fact that most major museums
havepolicies and programs and that the focus of the documentshould be that
museumshave material in which different people have different rights and how
national policy concernscustodianshipand how material is stored, researched,
exhibited and repatriated. Stressedthefact that Aboriginal peopleseekmore than
anythingelse, information on what museumshold.

Council of AustralianArt Museum Directors(CAAMD) (ChairmanDoug Hall, Director,
QueenslandArt Gallery)

“More thanever, art museumsare now moreresponsiveto an increasingdemanding
and discriminating range of constituencies.. . Members.. . endorsethe policy as one
whichprovidesa clear cultural and intellectualframeworkin which the museumswill
be able to continueand expandprograms...”

Council of AustralianMuseum Directors(CAMD)

Considereddraftsof thepolicy on two occasions:ChairmanPeterHiscockconfirmed
endorsementby Executiveof Council in May 1993.

Departmentof Aboriginal Affairs, South Australia(David Rathman,Director-General)

Generallysupportedthepolicies; commentson relations betweenAboriginalpeoples
and museums,especiallywith respectto careof collectionsand their documentation,
determinationof significance of humanremainsfor scientific research, display of
humanremainsand training ofAboriginal people.

GladstoneRegionalArt Gallery and Museum (PamelaWhitlock, Director)

“The detailedpolicies appear to be reasonableand appropriate in regard to the
material, the relevant communitiesand the museum

Expressesconcernthat policies written with national andstateinstitutions in mind.
Small museumswith someprofessionalstaffare generallyaware of implications of
museumpractice in collectionsmanagement,but privately fundedor administered
onesrun by amateurgroupsor individualsmaynot be asaware of the implications
ofthematerial heldor of their responsibilitiesin regard to it. Thisshould be reflected
in thepolicy‘s guidelineson Governance.

Gulf RegionalCouncil (Shirley George,Chairperson)

Welcomesthepolicy as recognisingAboriginalpeople as the rightful ownersof the
culture,..the recognitionof Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderpeoplesas having
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special.. . primary rights... “Pleased with the inroads taken and the positive steps
climbed.

Interim Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policies and Priorities Action Committee
(ATSIPPAC)(through Ms Lori Richardson,convener)

Proposesa set ofprinciples, expressesconcernaboutconsultation,emphasisesissues
of ownership.

Kimberley Land Council (Mr PeterYu, Director)

Commentson importance of forging new relationships that respectsAboriginal
peoples’ history, rights and interests. Importance of correspondencebetween
principles and policies. Urges statements committing museums to support of
Aboriginalself-determinationandright ofAboriginalpeopleto ultimatecontrolof and
responsibilityfor their cultural heritage - past, presentand future. “Negotiations
should be undertakenso that Aboriginal people have a proper say in how the
Aboriginal componentof any museum is run...powers and resourcesshould be
redirected to appropriately constituted Aboriginal bodies.. . Community centred
approachesare important...Thepolicy shouldbe identifiedas the keypriority for all
museumsandgovernmentministersto implement“.

Migration Museum, Adelaide(Viv Sekeres,Director)

No hesitation in supportingand endorsing theprinciples.

Museumof Victoria (GrahamMorris, Director)

“The Museum... supports the principles and policies...They are in line with the
detailedpolicies which are being developedby this institution...The Museumhas
developeda detailedpolicy on restrictedmaterialand on thegeneralmanagementof
Aboriginal culture within theMuseum.This is beingdonein closeassociationwith
the Museum‘s Aboriginal Cultural HeritageAdvisory Committee.”

Museum of Victoria Aboriginal Cultural HeritageAdvisory Council

Detailedcommentson the draft policies including the role of Boardsof Trusteesand
advisorycouncils; participated in discussionswith the Committeein July 1992 and
in the discussionof November1992.

MuseumsAssociationof Australia Inc. (Ms Mary-Louise Williams, President)

“The MuseumsAssociationofAustralia is pleasedto seethedevelopmentof a positive
and thoughtfulmuseumpolicy for the collection, documentationand care of cultural
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and historical material relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandpeople.This
policy is long overdue. When finally completedit will provide guidancefor the
hundredsof small museumsand communitiesthroughoutregionalareas as well as
larger city-basedinstitutions. The nextstep is to ensurewide-spreadcirculation and
discussionof the issuesit raises”

MuseumsAssociationof Australia Inc., ACT Branch(Ms Linda Young, President)

Strongly endorsespolicy as positive statementand provides guidancefor future
interactionsbetweenmuseumsand Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderpeoples.

Northern Land Council (Mr Michael Dodson,Director)

Broad direction of thepolicy welcomed;Aboriginalpeopleconsiderthemselvesto be
andshould be treatedas the ownersofsecret/sacredmaterial. Soughtassistancein
approachingmuseumsoverseasfor return ofsecret/sacredmaterial.

PercTuckerRegionalGallery, Townsville (Mr RossSearle,Director)

Endorses statements relating to acquisition, ownership, research, access and
documentationas applying to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander material and
statementsrelating to promotion of understandingof cultural traditions and in
interpreting itemsfrom collections.

PitjantjatjaraCouncil (Mr UshmaScales)

Outline& concern about theprocessfor return and storageof sacredobjectsand the
appropriatenessof someitems beingseenby somepeoplebut not by others, control
and managementof humanremains, the appropriate way for museumstaff to work
with “Anangu “, practicality of seekingout the “right” peopleto consult.

National Museum of Australia (Ms MargaretCoaldrake,Director)

The Museum‘s Council, [has] resolvedto welcomethe initiative taken by CA!vIA in
developinga draft policy statement.Referred the statementto its Aboriginal and
Torres Strait IslanderAdvisory Committee.

QueenslandMuseum, Brisbane(Dr Alan Bartholomai, Director)

Policy noted by the Board as being generally in accord with QueenslandMuseum
policies. Commentson Principles, expressesdifficulties with someaspectsofpolicy
on humanremainsas to policiesconcerningall cultures,’ alsoon secret/sacreditems,
collectionsin general andgovernanceand management.
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South AustralianMuseum(Mr Lester Russell,Director)

Supportsthepoliciesand theprocessthrough which theywere developed.

Tandanya: National Aboriginal Cultural Institute (Ms Doreen Mellor, Visual Arts Co-
ordinator)

Endorsespolicy, especiallysofar asattention to contemporaryart is concernedand
expressesappreciation of the consultationprocess.

TasmanianMuseum and Art Gallery, Hobart (Ms Pat Sabine,Director)

Adoptedby theBoard of the Museum.

Torres Strait IslanderCorporationfor Culture and Heritage (Barry Watson)

Notesmanyimportantpointsrelevantto the culturesof indigenouspeoples.Comments
on needfor sensitivity in consideringreturn of humanremainsand in dealing with
secret/sacreditems.

Visual Arts & ArchaeologySchoolof Humanities,Flinders University, Adelaide (Professor
JVS Megaw)

Commentson specificstatementsin thedraft circulated in late 1991.

WesternAustralianMuseum Board (Andrew Reeves,Director)

Trusteesof the WesternAustralianMuseumunanimouslyendorsedthe CAMApolicy
statementin therecognitionthat thepolicy wouldassisttheMuseumin its changing
focus, especiallyin relation to work in thearea of Aboriginal cultural heritage.

Individuals

Aboriginal staff of the SouthAustralianMuseum

WIde-rangingcommentson responsibilitiesof museums,role of and respectfor the
rights of indigenouspeoplein decision-making,the attitudesofsomearchaeologists,
the contribution of future research on humanremains, secret/sacredmaterial, the
needfor financial resources, theimportanceofconsultation and the role ofgoverning
boardsandadvisorycommittees.
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Dr Kim Akerman (Museumsand Art Galleriesof the NorthernTerritory)

General (oral) commentsmostsupportingthe Policy Statementanddetailedpolicies.

Ms Julia Clark (memberof the CAMA Committee)

Numerouswide-rangingcommentson mattersofbothprincipleanddetail concerning
all aspectsof thepolicies.

Denise Donlon (AustralianArchaeologyAssociation)

Detailed commentson human remains concerning consultation with Aboriginal
communities, importanceof humanremainsfor scientific study and the processof
determiningreturn of remains, the fact that it is not only age which determines
scientific importance, as well as the matter of Aboriginal communitiesmaking
decisionsabout scientific importance.

Ms Fiona Foley (artist-in residence,Museum of ContemporaryArt, Sydney)

Supportsthepolicy: “. . . I welcomethe new direction of a policy document... As one
of the everydaypeopleofAboriginal cultural backgroundin Australia...”

Dr Amar Galla (University of Canberra)

Wide-ranging (oral) commentson manyaspectsof thepolicy and the importanceof
reaching agreementwithAboriginal and TorresStrait Islanderpeople.

Dr Michael K Green(AustralianArchaeologyAssociation)

Numerouscommentson human remains and their importance in archaeological
studies, how museumsdeal with themand their return including the importanceof
establishing a clear policy on the issue of ownership and decisionsregarding
disposition of themin the contextof the various interestsin them.

The Hon. Dr John Hewson, MP (Leaderof the FederalOpposition)

Commendsthe document.

SenatorCheryl Kernot (Senatorfor Queensland,Leaderof the AustralianDemocrats)

“Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures is timely and
necessary... A pleasingfeatureof thepolicy is the levelof consultation thatprecedes
it.
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Senatorthe Hon. Bob McMullan (Minister for Arts and Administrative Services)

“I believe the. . .policy statementis an important step in addressing[the] issue of
supportfor Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage, particularly the
return of significantcultural property to rightful owners”

“It is important to note that the statementwas developedin consultation with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderpeopleand providesfor a stronger role for
indigenouspeoplein policy making, managementandcare of their culturalproperty
in public collecting institutions...”

The Hon. PeterNugent,MP (FederalMemberfor Aston andShadowMinister for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait IslanderAffairs)

Theobjectivesplaceduerecognitionupon thedifferentconceptsof “ownership“. Thcy
als6 stressthe importanceof working discretelywith eachindigenouscommunityin
recognisingtheir views andpriorities and recognisethe significanceof a constantly
adaptivepartnership.

Dr F Donald Pate(AustralianArchaeologyAssociation)

Numerouscommentsincluding statementson support by Aboriginal communitiesfor
researchon humanremainsand the importanceoffuture research.

Mr ChristopherPuplick (Trustee,AustralianMuseum)

Detailed commentson the full policy in draft, particularly with respect to the
responsibilitiesof Boardsand Trusteesof Museums

ProfessorBarrie Reynolds(JamesCook University of North QueenslandMaterial Culture
StudiesUnit)

Objectsto timing of releaseof policy statement,deploreslack of early consultation
with University museums,objects to genderspecificity re principle 4; assertsthat
endorsement by associations affiliated with CAMA is required & suggests
establishmentof a newcommittee.

Mr Aden Ridgeway(Trustee,AustralianMuseum)

Comments (oral) on general principles underlying the policies, relationships of
policies concerningcultural heritagecollections to land.
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The Hon. Helen Sham-Ho,MLC (NSW LegislativeCouncil)

CommendsCAM4for initiating sucha policy.

Ms Anne Skates,EducationDivision, AustralianMuseum

Numerouscommentson mostaspectsof the draft policy.

Dr Jim Specht,Division of Anthropology, AustralianMuseumand colleagues.

Numerouscommentson almost all aspectsof the draft policy on severaloccasions
from their initial circulation to their finalisation, especiallyas to collectionsof all
kinds.

Mr Geoff Speirs (Old ParliamentHouse - State History Centre,History Trust of South
Australia, Adelaide)

Tries to commentfrompoint of view ofsmall museums:about 55 of the 170 in South
Australia have collectionsof Aboriginal artefacts. Suggestspolicy will meet with
mixed receptionamongsmaller museumswith private museumsand somein towns
whererelations between[Aboriginal andnon-Aboriginal]people “are at fiashpoint“.

Commentsalso on collection management,assistanceto Aboriginal and TorresStrait
Islanderpeoplesandemploymentand training.

Dr John Stanton (Curator, Berndt Museum of Anthropology, University of Western
Australia)

Supportsthepolicy: expressesconcernat thesuggestionthat indigenouspeoplewere
passivereceptors of colonial activities and were not in control of their actions.
Commentson training opportunitiesandpossibilitythat someindigenouspeoplemay
not wish to progress to employmentin museums.Statesthat “ethnographically
modified humanremains” should be identifiedas a distinct categoryand thepolicy
shouldnotspecifythat thedisplayof theseitemsis alwaysinappropriate. Questions
meaningof the term &aditional is the context “traditional custodian”sincecustoms
changeover time. Notes that requestsfor replicas may be appropriate in some
circumstances.

The Hon. Robert Tickner, MP (Minister assistingthe Prime Minister for Aboriginal and
TorresStrait IslanderAffairs)

Discussion of involvement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in
formulating thepolicy; assertedimportanceof recognitionby museumsof ownership
of cultural heritage by Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander peoples. Refers to
considerationof theseissuesby the AAAC Taskforce.
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Ms Margie West (Museums and Art Galleriesof the NorthernTerritory)

General commentsgenerally supporting the policy; agrees with involvementof
Aboriginaland TorresStraitIslanderpeoplesin all aspectsofcollection management.
Doesnot seeneedto singleout women- men, womenand childrenshouldbe equally
coveredin termsof specialneedsand interests. Urges caution in returning itemsof
historical significanceto remote communitiesunless the communityhasadequate
facilities, a local representativewilling to take responsibility and Museum has
resourcesto regularly monitorcollectionspreservation.Expressesthehopethat these
principles will be workedtowards in the nearfuture.

The Board of CAMA comprisesrepresentativesof affiliated associations.At least one
representativeof the following affiliates was presentat the times when the policy was
discussedand endorsed:

Art MuseumsAssociationof Australia Inc., Australian Federation of Friends of
Museums,AustralianInstitute for the Conservationof Cultural Material, Australian
NationalCommitteefor ICOM, Councilof AustralianArt MuseumDirectors,Council
of AustralianMuseumDirectors,MuseumEducationAssociationof Australiaandthe
MuseumsAssociationof Australia Inc.

Otheraffiliatesinclude theAustralianMuseumShopsAssociationandtheAustralianHeritage
ParksAssociation.
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THE FUTURE OF THIS POLICY

Theseprincipleswill be subjectto review commencingSeptember1995. Thatreviewshould
takeapproximatelytwo monthsand should include a surveyof actionsthat havebeentaken
by museumsof all kinds in the areascoveredby this document.

In the meantimeCAMA will distributethe policy widely throughoutAustraliaandwill seek
to encouragetheadoptionand promulgationof individual policiesby museums,governments,
and communitiesconsistentwith the principlesand policiesenunciatedhere.

In doing so, CAMA is aware that other discussionsare continuing, at a State and
CommonwealthGovernmentlevel, through the Task Force of the Australian Aboriginal
Affairs Council andtheAboriginalandTorresStrait IslanderCommission,on policieswhich
dealnot only with the matterscoveredherebut with returnof materialnow held in overseas
museums.CAMA and someindividual museumsand museumpeoplehavebeeninvolved in
someof thosediscussions.It is not possibleto saydefinitely at this time what the outcome
of those discussionswill be. A statementof principles was adoptedby the Australian
Aboriginal Affairs Council at its meeting in Brisbanein November1993.

CA.MA believesthat this Policy Documentreleasedtoday addressesthe issuesto thefullest
extentpossibleat this time. ThisdocumentconstitutesCAMA Policy andhasbeenestablished
after comprehensivenegotiation and consultation. CAMA urges it’s acceptanceby all
institutionsholding cultural material ofAboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderpeoples.ft is
hopedthat in thenexttwoyearsfurtherprogresswill bemadeso that indigenousAustralians
can trulysaythattheyarepartnersin the way in which museumsdealwith their culturesand
heritageand that they, theindigenouspeoples,haveachievedappropriatelevelsand degrees
of controland self-determinationin respectoftheir cultural heritage.

(Ultimate responsibility for any errors or omissions in this document is taken by Des Griffin, Australian MUseum, 6 CollegeSt.
Sydneyf
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