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interests, State, Territory and Federal Governments, museum organisations and other
organisations active in the areas dealt with in this policy. :

Qutcomes

7.2 In these discussions, the outcomes should be in accordance with the principles in the
Policy Statement of 18 May 1993. Whilst local conditions may lead to differences
in some details, a commitment to the overarching principles of satisfying varying
interests and recognition of the special interests of the culturally diverse Aboriginal
and Torres Strait [slander peoples and communities, whose living cultural heritage we
are dealing with, should guide all decision-making.

Council of Australian Muscum Associations (CAMA) [ December 1993



Previous Possessions, New Obligations page 19

BACKGROUND TO THIS DOCUMENT

The need for a uniform statement of policy has emerged as an increasingly significant issue
over the last 15 years. A policy formulated in 1984 by the Council of Australian Museum
Directors which is made up of directors of major museums (other than art museums) has
been in place but deals only with the matter of human remains. There is a clearly perceived
need for policies which address the entire range of issues concerning relations between
museums and indigenous people. .

To those most closely involved in framing this present policy the need for urgent attention
became evident over the last five years. By 1991, it was clear that some museums, especially
but not only the South Australian Museum, had policies in place and because of their
experience were being consulted by museums and by indigenous people from around
Australia. The view was taken that every major museum in each State ought to be able to
serve the needs of the people in its own State and Territory.

At a meeting between Des Griffin, Lester Russell (then Director of the South Australian
Museum) and Chris Anderson (then Head of the Department of Anthropology at the South
Australian Museum) in June 1991, it was agreed that CAMA, as the Australia-wide body
concerned with museums of all kinds, should be approached to develop such a policy.

In August 1991, Phil Gordon (Heritage Liaison Officer at the Australian Museum), Des
Griffin and Andrew Reeves (then CAMA Vice President and Director of Human Studies at
the Museum of Victoria) met to examine the kinds of principles that should be included in
a document and reach a preliminary appreciation as to where there were differences of
opinion between museums and between museums and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

peoples.

A draft statement was drawn up as a result of that meeting and circulated in September 1991
in the first instance to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff of museums for their
comment. Some of those staff took the document to the November 1991 meeting of the
Conference of Australian Museum Anthropologists.

Simultaneously the Board of CAMA agreed that a Committee be established to draw up an
appropriate policy. The committee included Aboriginal people known to have a special
interest in museums and their dealings with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural
property. The names of the Committee are listed elsewhere in this document.

In November 1991, Griffin, Karen Coote and Chris Anderson (who had attended the COMA
Conference), all members of the CAMA Committee, discussed the reactions received from
the conference and from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff of museums and agreed
on amendments to the document in order for a second draft to be distributed more widely.
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In November 1991, the revised draft was circulated to all major museums holding significant
collections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural property seeking their comments
as well as to interested associations and individuals. The draft was discussed also at the
meeting of the Council of Australian Museums and a preliminary position on the various
views was reached by them.

Through June 1992, various responses were received from those to whom the policy draft
had been sent. It became apparent at a very early stage that discussions would have to take
place at a State and Territory level in the first instance. Accordingly people from each of the
state museums who were members of the Committee were asked to co-ordinate the
consultations. '

On 25 July 1992, the full CAMA Committee, together with representatives of the Museum
of Victoria’s Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Advisory Council met at the Museum of Victoria
to discuss the draft document circulated November 1991 and the comments received to date.
At that meeting an important decision was reached that a set of principles be established from

- which the detailed policies would flow.

A revised policy was formulated and distributed to the Committee and the Board of CAMA.
CAMD also considered the revised draft Policy Statement including the Principles in October
1992 in New Zealand and endorsed them.

In November 1992 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people working in and associated
with museums and those who were members of the CAMA Committee met. Chris Anderson
was also present. That group developed a set of principles which they felt should guide the
policies of museums. A group entitled the interim Aboriginal and Torres Strait People and
Policies Action Committee (ATSIPPAC) was established with Ms Lori Richardson
(Aboriginal Adviser to the National Museum of Australia) as convenor.

Following discussions between the CAMA Committee and ATSIPPAC convenor Lori
Richardson a meeting of representatives of both groups (from the CAMA Committee Karen
Coote, Des Griffin and Richard Robins and from ATSIPPAC Phil Gordon and Lori
Richardson) and Dr Jim Specht of the Australian Museum was held in early February 1993.
Refinements to the principles formulated by the two groups were made and development
commenced of a final draft policy statement for release on 18 May 1993, International
Museums Day in the International Year for the World’s Indigenous People. That meeting
agreed that, having regard to the need for as full consultation as possible, attempts to get all
the detailed policies discussed and agreed to before 18 May would be not sensible. Further
comments continued to be received, notably from a number of Aboriginal Land Councils.

The Commonwealth Government Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs,
the Hon Robert Tickner, MP, was sent copies of the draft statement late 1992 and of the
final Policy Statement in May 1993.
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Discussions with officers of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander Commission (ATSIC)
were held from late 1992 through May 1993.

A draft of the Policy Statement was sent to major State Museums holding collections of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander cultural material in April 1993.

The final Policy Statement was placed before the CAMA Board on 1 May and, following
discussion, adopted subject to any necessary minor amendment. Endorsement was received
from a number of organisations including both the Council of Australian Museum Directors
and its art counterpart, the Council of Australian Art Museum Directors (CAAMD);
CAAMD had considered the draft Policy Statement at its meeting in late April 1993.

The final version of the Policy Statement was determined in discussions between Des Griffin,
Chris Anderson, Phil Gordon, Bernice Murphy (Chief Curator, Museum of Contemporary
Art and President of the Australian National Committee of ICOM), Lori Richardson, Lester
Russell, Jim Specht and other members of the CAMA Committee on 6 May 1993.

The launch of the Statement took place at 9:00am 18 May outside Sydney’s Museum of
Contemporary Art at Circular Quay West, a place of significance to the history of Australia
for both indigenous and non-indigenous people.

In June and July 1993, the detailed policies together with the Policy Statement were
circulated to University museums and regional and local museums of all kinds. Further
responses were received.

A meeting of representatives of the CAMA Committee (Chris Anderson, Karen Coote, Des
Griffin and Gaye Sculthorpe) and ATSIPPAC (Phil Gordon) together with Jim Specht was
held October 13 to consider final wording of the detailed policies and necessary amendments
to the full document. It was noted that a number of groups had not responded to the
invitation to comment. But the view was taken that a policy should be launched and
submitted for comment to all communities and interested parties with a review date of
October 1995. Policy is evolutionary.

The semi-final draft was circulated 25 October to all members of the CAMA Committee,
Lori Richardson and Phil Gordon of ATSIPPAC and Jim Specht; museums and organisations
which had not responded were also asked if they wished to have comments included in the
list of responses.

The present document has been developed from the October 13 meeting and has been
considered by all members of the CAMA Committee.
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The members of the Committee established by the CAMA Board to formulate this polic
comprises: .

Christopher Anderson, previously Head of the Division of Anthropology and now
Director, South Australian Museum, Adelaide

Wally Caruana, Curator, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art, Australian
National Gallery (nominated by the Art Museums Association of Australia)

Julia Clarke, Head, Exhibition & Design, Western Australian Museum, Perth
(formerly Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Hobart; nominated by the Museums
Association of Australia [nc)

Karen Coote, Conservator, Division of Materials Conservation, Australian Museum,
Sydney

Des Griffin, President of CAMA and Director, Australian Museum, Sydney (Chair)

Bill Jonas, Principal, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Studies, Canberra

Andrew Reeves, Vice President, CAMA and Director, Western Australian Museum,
Perth (formerly Director of Human Studies, Museum of Victoria, Melbourne)

Richard Robins, Curator of Anthropology, Queensliand Museum, Brisbane

Gaye Sculthorpe, Senior Curator, Indigenous Studies, Museum of Victoria,
Melbourne (nominated by the Museums Association of Australia)

Ted Wilkes, Trustee, Western Australian Museum, Perth
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SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
Organisations
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC)

Numerous discussions concerning draft policy being prepared for Australian
Aboriginal Affairs Council (AAAC) and points out the emphasis given to ownership
of items of cultural material of religious and cultural significance including human
remains, secret/sacred material and items of significant historical significance.
Comments on the role of the Commonwealth Government and the States with respect
to museums in Australia and material held in overseas museums.

Art Gallery of South Australia (Jane Hylton, Curator of Australian Art)

Comments on implications of the policy in relation to multiple prints and similar
items, urban art and holding of material in trust.

Artlab Australia, Adelaide (Ian Cook)
General comments; support for the principles on which the document prepared.
Art Museums Association of Australia (Ms Susan Abasa, Executive Officer)

Supports the document and recommends involvement of indigenous people on the
Committee.

Art Museums Association of Australia (Mr Leon Paroissien, President)

"Art Museums in Australia have in recent years worked closely with Aboriginal people
in developing an understanding and appreciation of Australia’s unique indigenous
culture...The policy document represents a positive statement...but also prepares
museums for a future in which community partnerships permit multiple accounts of
history and identity.” -

Australian Museum Trust, Sydney (Dr Des Griffin, Director)
Endorsed the policy as the basis for the formulation of its own policies.

Conference of Museum Anthropologists (COMA) (at its annual meeting in November 1991)
Numerous comments on all aspects of the draft, questions as to the need for a

national policy, the importance of consultation at a local level and regional
differences, the relevance of federul legislation, importance of each museumn
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