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Dear Betty

We in the Hospice Lottery company operate strictly within the regilM of the 1976 Lotteries cnd Amusements
Act, cnd under the watchful eye of the Gaming Board for Great Britcin. The Act cnd the Board i~se hcrsh
pe~lties for minor Lottery nal.-gelMnt infri~S. The paperwork is onerous cnd costly, but we cre happy
to co~1y becc'-- registering with the Board ~nstrates the integrity of 011 Lottery cnd clso cffords us

protection from unlcwfullotteries.

At present, 10,400 of the popubtion of ~rth West Wales ~ bcyofId play our Lottery game ~4Ch ~, and
last year (2003) we contributed £253K to the Hospice. I venture to suggest that most of our members play
the Lottery game in order to support the Hospice, and not in order to win- in fact, since we started in 1997,
oWor £30K in prize money has been returned to the. Hospice by way of do~tions- ~ we can~t considl.r it
fair that commercial organisations will be able. to operate schenw.s similar to ours, but in a way far less

subject to scrutiny than our Lottery.

What I am particubrly concerne.d about is the Government's inte.ntion in the new Bill to igMre. the.
re.co~ndCltions of the Gambling Revie.w Body. the Gaming Board. and the. Lotteries Council (of which we. are.
a ~ber) and permit comnwrcial organimtions to operate. ~t is tumrod pseudo-lotteries or prize. draws.
Participants will have. to demonstrate. the. depth of their ge.nual knowledge. by answering a question such as
"What is the. capital of Francer or "Who works in a fire. stationr and the. winner is then chosen by a Iotte.ry.
The. organisers will not ~ to ~ registe.re.d: there. will ~ no FM'blic protection: they will not ~ to pay at
least 20% of their proceeds to a charity or good cause. as at present. or inde.e.d ANY of their proce.e.ds: and

there. will ~ no FM'blic accountability.

Not only is this propo.ml unfair, it is also a potential threat to our fundraising. If the Govern~nt stands by
its stat~nt that . A schemr. in which a degree of skill or k~wledge is needed in order to scc.ure a prize will

~t be ~Ie of being a lottery- we fear being swamped by scheme;! operated by shops, ~rMrkets,
bookn¥lkers and direct n¥lil pro~ters, all of which could take custom away from our fund-raising Lotteries.

All three Hospices in North WoIes- St Kentigern's. ~9htingale Hou-., ~ St David's- operate weekly Lottery
game;s ~ in each case t~ Hospice Lottery is integral to t~ir fund-raising. Please speak up for us all as t~

new Bill goes through the various committee stages.

I am taking the lib&rty of copying this letter to Oul' friends at the tIokIrth Wales Weekly News.

Yr eiddoch yn gynnes.

--1'" 6\""'- uJl~--a- ~
Tom Williams
Lottery Co-ordiootor
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