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lJear Ms Redmond

1 am writing funher to our rcccnt Iclcphonc convcrsation concemiI\g the G31nbling Bill. 111:111k you for
your helpful guidan~ on Ihi~ ~cr .md yo1~r invit~rtion to write in with llly ()OilUllt:l1l~.

I hCtvc beeI1 giving advice for about 18 ycars 31\d during this timc frcqllcntly hclped people deal with
thcir dcbts I have personally advised people who 11aVC lost IhL'ir holllc~ and ramilics duc to dcbts
cilllscd by g-.lmbling I am presently helping a woman who llaS separated [rom hcr lIusb:~Ild duc to hi!;
gambling dcl>t.s. r havc givcll an oull i lie of their sitllaUon below.

My clicnt i.~ a woman who has two young children both aged less than 5 ye..'\rs. Shc works part timc.
Her hUSba11d is lhc pcrson who ha!; ttlc m:tln Incomc. Thcy arc homcOWTlCTS and thcir homc is subject to
a mongage of LI'O,()()(). My client CalUlot afford the mongagc payments fi"om her income alone. Hcr
husband was gambliJlg alld duc to 1IIls incurrcd dcbts, two loaIlS togcOlcr lollilling £()(),OOO. Hc hid thc
slalcmcnts from hcr so thai shc W~IS complctcly tmaware oftbe smlatioll. When he was slruggIil1g to
repay the loan inst'llments as wclI as Ihe mol1gagc hc approach cd hi~ wife, infonncd her of the
cxislcncc of lhc dcbts, and asked her to a.l.,rree to re-mongage their home to pay lllC debts ocr. Shc was
reluctant to secure thcsc sum!; on thc l11ntrirnonial hQrnc arid was 1X1111cuJarly collcerned tllal he nwy llut
be able to control himself and n\ay ~art g.'\mbling again Thcy scp~lr;I'cd cight mOllths ago becallse of
(hc dcbls ~used by gambling. lie is still paying the loans and now al~o p.'iys tcnt on;1 prQpcrty thilt !l(IS
bccn ICII(1 him. It is bccatlse of these tlrumcial commitments that hc has stoppcd fully p~lyiIlg Ihc
mortgage. My clicnl Cilnn()! afford to pt:IY the mortgage herself and has had to turn to her parent..,
pensioners, for help from tllcir So1ving!;. Shc ha.~ ~1:1r1cd 10 consult a solicitor "botlt divorce. If her
husb:md were bimkrupted it is likcly tl1.'lt shc and hcr childrcn nJ;IY rind thcmsclves homeless. She has
Slated to mc 0131 mlc d~)CS not Wall1 to be separdted from her husbaJld &\d wa.nt~ 10 bc wilh him ilgain
living logcther as a family. Howevcr to protect hcrs~lf ;md hcr childl"cn from the collsequenccs of his
debt causcd by gambling, she feels obliged to go ahead with IllC divortX.

My clicllt has now ~cn rhc old bank statements from onc of llIc lugh 8trcct banks that her husb3lid lias
:I £30,(XI(} debt with. She statcs tll:ll I!Io~1 m Ihc cntries are debits from his account clcarly going 10
~HlllbliJtg lilll:~, bctwccn £ 100 and J.:8()() daily. It SCClllS Illal thc bilJlk cont,lcted her husband, not to
Gtisc thcir concerns about his coDlplll8ivc gAtmhling, but to exte!1d furtllcr credit to him ~(llhat he could
14!\lublc ~vcn morc In hcr opinion the bank acted in a complctcly unethical way

l11e above cxamplc show~ that debts caused by gambling ~;II1 5CpaTate husbands [rom wivc~ ,md
pilTcn1S from children. They c,m il180 lead to fanulies IOSll\g tIlciT homC5 In another case tJillt I dcalt
with it almost led to thc loss of li~l1y. II I lJ!IIl C/Lo;C ,I man who was a compulsivc gambler stole a very
substal\tial SUlt1 of mollcy fTom his sister to pay dcbl~ c;.uscd by ~arnbling. Hc did Illi!' bcC<luse he
fcarcd 1hat he wa~ aOOullo bc madc bankrupt, whicll would ~sult in his fam1ly. itlcluding children,
bcing made homeless His si51cT !ivcd abroad and had lIlISlcd him 10 look after her asSC1$ in Ute UK. Ile
rcccivcd a suspcnded custodial scntCl1CC for the theft

[ do 1\01 bc;:lievc lh/1llhc G-(imblin~ !Jill should ttlakc ~Imblillg debls ClulJrccablc. Although galllbling
itsclf is IcgiJl in the UK. UIt.TC arc m~my people who find g:lmbling compulsive. Dcbl5 caused by
gambling do dcstroy pcople'~ livl:!;. [ i1ll3ginc thilt the gambling illduslry has very big!1 profits, which
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are in ~ ~11 on this conlpulsivc behaviour. Legislation would be bclter if il were ainling to protect
people who are vuhteroble to C()n\pulsivc bel\aviouT and tho~ who arc close LQ thenl such as SP<Juses
;rnd cbildnm. I tmdCTStand Ihat alcol\ol is nol s\IPposcd to be ~TVcd inliccnsed prcJnises LO custonlCTS
who are ~viously drunk. Howcver somCQne compulsively gamblulg could bc permillcd to continue
until their homes arc lost 8!ld they arc sittlllg in the 1000ll authority' s hOll1clcss pct$Ons unilllClving all
interview about whether thcy are intentioll;llly hODtClcss (i.c. not eligiblc for ally help) and what will
happen to the children Thc gambling industry and any lender that gives loans knowing Il~ it is Co.- the
purposc of gathbling should bc under ;m obligation JIOllO c:\"ploit such individuals by continlring to
~nnit gambling or extending further credil. I belicvc that tllC currell! position (i .e. debt not
enforceable) should also be c~endL'd to morc clearly include 11,'Ilders. 11. would l(} some c~lcnt protcct
peoplc with oompulsivc behaviour 3lld people close to Ihcm from being c"ploiled and forI,;(; the
gambling indUStly and lenders to be more responsible.

If you havc any queries pl~sc do not hesitate lo contact me If you would like (0 C(lil me by telephone
my WfC(.1line is 020 8770 4865.

y o~ sinCt:rely

nI1 S~
David Still
Manager


