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CHILD SAFETY IN AMUSEMENT ARCADES

This Council has recently debated, with some considerable concern, the issue of child
safety in amusement arcades. Amusement arcades can be a magnet for children and are,
more often than not, designed to be so. Regrettably I this means that they can also be
attractive to those who prey on such children. In Bognor Regis we have had recent
experience of a 10 year old child being abducted and assaulted from such a premises.

You will appreciate that in relation to particularly our main seaside resorts of Bognor Regis
and Littlehampton, providing a safe environment for families with children is a significant
part of the attractiveness of the area. For instance, as a Council we provide a very
effective beach patrol system both on the promenade and at sea which, on many
occasions, has been able to "find lost children", and we believe that increasing the public's
trust in amusement arcades would be extremely beneficial.

Having reviewed the current legislative framework there appears to be little in place to
tackle this obvious danger or encourage its management, either by intervention of
enforcement authorities, or self-policing by the trade itself. The Council is aware though
that in HM The Queen's Speech announced on the 26th of November there is a proposal
for a Gambling Bill (draft), and the Council would very much wish you to consider whether
there is the opportunity to include further measures to ensure that child safety in
amusement arcades, as we are advocating, can be legislated for. We believe that this will
be welcomed in resorts and in town and city centres, and we are going to seek the support
of the LGA in campaigning for this. It may be though that you could suggest another way
of proceeding to achieve the same end?

As a Council we are united, cross-party, in our concern and would ask you to consider
what measures can be put in place to overcome this. In particular, we would ask you to
consider the following:

Applying legislative restriction on young people's unsupervised access to arcades..
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Yours sincerely
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Councillor Norman Dingemans
Leader of the Council

Group

. .' Councillor Simon cDougall

Leader of the Liberal Democrat
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~~~:man of the Council

~~ $1~ Councillor Jan Cosgrove

Leader of the Labour Group


