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House of Commons
Westminster
London
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18/03/2004

R_E. The Proposed Gambling Bill

Dear Mr Breed,

As my local MP | am writing to you on behalf of myself .as a businessman in the South
West, and on behalf of the British Amusement Catering Trades Association (BACTA).

[ am sure you are aware that the proposed gambling Bill was recently published by DCMS
and the all party scrutiny committee are due to deliver their recommendations to the
Government by the 7 April 2004,

A recent report produced by the Henley Centre (in association with consumer trends experts
Brand Driver) analyses the * Economic and social impacts of the proposed new Gambling
Bill” and raises a number of serious questions.

The Henley Centre report indicates that the Bill as currently proposed fails to achieve
balance of necessary safe guards both socially and economically. It benefits two new market
sectors (Vegas style Casinos and New Media) but hugely disadvantages much of the existing
traditional UK market, will damage communities, limit customer choice and do nothing to
regenerate areas most in need.

The Henley Report Highlights:

e The Nation will gamble an extra £1 billion per year by 2010

e The Government will gain at least an extra £400 million in tax

e New style “Vegas” type casinos will form a significant part of the UK market
e Internet, interactive and mobile phone gambling will grow

BUT

* Thousands of traditional family owned businesses will disappear
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alls, seaside and inland arcades will suffer
|community based established businesses will offset
ectors

mblers will grow to over 700,000 by 2010

1es in South East Cornwall and employ five people at
cided to write to you to express both some general and
the proposed bill in its current format and have been
cerns are as follows:

and controls should be equally applied between the market
itly being proposed, only favour the new emerging sectors
rambling). Many of the existing machine market sectors
:ades as well as pub’s and bingo halls) are facing

hine numbers, stakes and prizes, whilst the new sectors

ie able to offer a multiplicity of gaming products with

ind prizes.

1at whatever the new entrants may generate in terms of

i, the existing machine marketplace employs in excess of
generates circa £400M per annum in tax revenue.

e multi national subsidiaries to fourth or fifth generation
nde pleasure and entertainment to millions and form an
social infrastructure.

nes (FOBM’s). In a recent agreement between the

1d the Gaming Board betting shops have been given the
chines per shop with stakes of up to £100 and prizes of up
success” the DCMS established a principal that Adult

of which [ am an operator, and bookmakers should be

: tier of machine types, either category B or C. The recent
oes completely against this principal, and hugely

Bingo Halls.

makers a massive immediate and ongoing advantage over
aine gambling on the high street, notably AGC’s and bingo
we for the past 18 months adhered to the Gaming Boards
the proliferation of FOBM's whilst the Gaming Board
tablish the definition of FOBMs as gaming machines.

ill state they believe FOBM’s to be gaming machines they
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