Chelmsford

Here is summary of representations received in relation to Chelmsford’s’ casino
bid.

Support

o We received 6 letters of support for Chelmsford's casino bid.

e One letter suggested that there is a lack of facilities in Chelmsford for older
residents, and that thls would be a facility for the older residents of
Chelmsford to enjoy .

e Another letter pointed out that Chelmsford is currently in a recession and the
casino would contribute many jobs®.

e It was suggested that a casino would enhance the town's attraction as a
progressive and forward looking borough, with one respondent suggesting
that casinos offered a safe w ay for single, and perhaps older, women to meet
friends in a safe environment”.

Objections

e We received 56 letters opposing Chelmsford’s bid.

e 5 Coupons from a local newspaper were received all against the bid. Typical
of the comments were that a casino would alter the tone and respectability
of Chelmsford®.

e Several letters were received from those in the Christian community”,
including the Chelmsford Community Church, worrled about the impact that
gambling and debt would have on the community®.

e Rising levels of debt was suggested as a reason why there should not be a
casino in Chelmsford’.

e Itwas argued by a couple of respondents that there are already enough
premises in Chelmsford for betting and gambling®.

e It was argued that there will be little benefit at all to local shops since they
will not be open when the casino would be operating, and that local pubs,
clubs would lose out as customers spent their money at the casino instead®.

e One letter highlights the fears that there will be negative impact on public
order in the vicinity of the casino."

e A large number of respondents commented on the general harm that
gambling addiction can have on those who get hooked.
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