Dear Sirs,

Thank you for sending the docunent in Novenber -
Consul tation on Media Oamnership Rul es.

My views relate to the ownership of national anal ogue and digita
licences by religious groups (7.6) and a general observation on |ocal and
regi onal distinctiveness.

It seems to be unreasonable to prevent religious bodies from
applying for a national radio |icence. However such a licence should be
granted only to a body willing to work ecunenically. This is clearly nost
likely to be a Christian organi sation. It should be renmenbered in all the
talk of a multi-faith Britain that |ess than 5% of the popul ati on belongs to
any non-Christian religion.

G ven that the Government is keen to incul cate higher noral and
ethical standards in society, to grant a Christian station a nationa
licence could well help that aim though the DCM5 woul d al so have to ensure
a regul atory pattern which naintained and even enhanced a religious presence

on nai nstream channel s, both radio and television. |In recent years much has
been I ost from BBC and commerci al channels. |ndeed comercial radio has no
obligation to carry religious information and ideas. A Christian nationa

radi o channel could provide a corrective to the present inbalance in
conmmer ci al radio.

A corrective is also needed in relation to standards.
It seenms odd that a Government conmitted to raising standards of public
decency and behaviour is so lax in the areas of regulation concerning sex
and violence. The only taboo in nany areas seens to be restraint. Agai n
Christian ownership could provide sonme bal ance in the outl ook on our
national life.

Ownership rules also need to ensure that a few powerful groups
domi nating both radio and tel evision are prevented fromrunning |local radio
and regional television with little regard for the distinctiveness of the
area served. It is vital that the flavour of the area is to the fore and
that in regional television not only that regional features are nade but
that they and daily news coverage is broadcast at tinmes convenient for many
peopl e to watch. The nmess post 'News at Ten' and the relegation of the
regional |ate news from about 2230 to 2330 needs to be resol ved. | wote
at the tine to point out the likely loss to the regional audi ence when the
| TC underook the consultation prior to the nove of 'News at Ten'. Events
have justified ny concern

Thank you for this opportunity to coment.
Yours faithfully,
Ni gel Hol nmes
Whodsi de
Great Corby
Carlisle CA4 8LL
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