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24 August 2001

Rt. Hon. Tessa Jowell MP

Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport
2-4 Cockspur Street

~London SW1 5DH

Dear Tessa Jowell,

We are writing to express support on behalf of the Country Music
Association for the new BBC Digital Rad10 project that is known as
“Network Y.

The Country Music Association is a professional trade association for the
Country Music industry that was established in 1958 and was the first trade
association formed to promote a type of music. CMA is a dynamic force
advancing Country Music worldwide with events, resources and -
information. A UK-based office was established in 1982 and has
maintained a presence here since that time.

There is no question that there is a dedicated interest and market for
Country Music in the UK. In 2000, the UK remained the top internattonal
touring territory for Country artists. Our research conducted over the past
year shows that over twice the number of media appearances and
performances were made in the UK than in Australia, the second-most-
active touring market. :

Country artists have had significant success in the UK sales charts in 2000.

Shania Twain’s album “Come on Over” reached 10 times platinum status.

LeAnn Rimes attained gold certification and debuted at number one with

her latest single, “Can’t Fight the Moonlight”, in the CIN charts, and

Lonestar had the longest-running smgle in the charts in 2000 with
“Amazed”.

The 34™ Annual CMA Awards that was broadcast on BBC 2 last Autumn
attracted 2.3 million viewers. Both BBC2 and Radio 2 are planning
extenstve coverage again this year.

These facts all attest to the popularity of the genre in the UK. However,
more exposure to the music will enable the genre to grow and develop and
achieve even greater success. Network Y is planning to give more
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exposure to a wide range of genres throughout the schedule, and will
provide an outlet for artists who do not receive consistent radio and
television exposure. This can only be seen as a major benefit to the
advancement of Country Music in the UK.

We would ask that you offer your support through your public consultation
process to the Network Y proposition.

Yours sincergly, Qw
KB

Bobbi Boyce Jeff Green

Sr. Manager International Sr. Director/International &
Country Music Association . New Business Development
London . Country Music Association

Nashville



