12th December 1996

Your ref. HP1914-93 el V7 iasg

Listing Branch,
Department of National Heritage,
2 - 4 Cockspur Street,

Tondon SW1Y SDH

pear QN

BUIDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL
OR HISTORIC INTEREST
Hippodrome Theatre, Derby

1 am writing somewhat belatedly to thank
you for the notification received last month
advising me that the Secretary of State had
decided to list the above mentioned building.

Thankyou for the copy of the list entry which
was enclosed, and the pleasure which tne
listing has produced has been congiderable.

Again, my thanks,

Yours sincerely,







2 - 4 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y SDH
Telephone:

Facsimile: 0171-211 6382
The Chief Executive
Derby City Council
The Council House Our ref HSD5170/274/40
Derby. DE1 2FS Date 25 November 1996

Dear Sir/Madam

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990,
SECTION 1
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST

1. I am enclosing a certified copy of the 29th amendment to the 1lth list dated
19/11/96 of buildings of special architectural or historic interest for your district.

2. Application for the registration of the document in the register of local land charges
will be made separately. A copy of the document is required to be made available for
inspection by the public. Extra copies of the document are enclosed for your use.

3. In accordance with the provisions of section 2(3) of the Act, the Council is required
to serve formal notice of listing or amendment on the owners and occupiers of each of
the buildings affected, except in the circumstances described in paragraph 4 below.
The form of notice is prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings
and Buildings in Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 (SI No 1519).

4. Where amendments to the statutory list do not involve the addition of a building to
the lists, or the deletion of a building, there is no statutory requirement for the Council
to service formal notice of the amendment on the owners or occupiers of affected
buildings. It is, therefore, for the Council to decide in such cases whether it wishes
to inform owners and occupiers. However, it may be helpful if I mention that
wherever practicable the Department sends a brief informal letter of notification to
owners, enclosing a copy of its leaflet, in all cases where the grading of a building is
changed by an amendment.

Yours faithfully

Listing Branch
HD DIST1
2D24






2 - 4 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y SDH

Telephor -

Facsimile: 0171-211 6382

The Registrar for Local Land Charges.

Derby City Council

The Council House Our ref HSD5170/274/40
Derby. DE1 2FS Date 25 November 1996

Dear Sir/Madam

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990,
SECTION 1
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST.

I refer to the 29th amendment to the 11th list of buildings of special or historic interest
for your District, compiled under the provisions of section one of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990,

The Act provides that a copy of so much of any list or amendment as relates to any
county borough or district shall be registered in your department’s register by the
officer responsible within the stated district/borough.

I am, accordingly, enclosing a certified copy of the list request that you register it in
the manner prescribed by the Local Land Charges Rules 1977 Rule(1) and (2).

Yours faithfully
Listing branch

HD Dist 3
2D23






2 - 4 Cockspur Street
I.ondon SW1Y 5DH
Telephone: 0171-211 2145
Facsimile: 0171-211 6382

The Chief Executive Officer.

Derbyshire County Council

County Offices Our Ref, HSD5170/274/40
Matlock Date 25 November 1996
Derbyshire, DE4 3AG

Dear Sir/Madam

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST

1. I am enclosing a certified copy of the 29th amendment to the 11th list dated
19/11/96 of buildings of special architectual or historic interest.

2. A copy of the document is required to be made available for inspection by the
public.

3. The document will be registered in the register of local land charges and the owners
and occupiers of the properties affected will be notified by the district council in the
circumstances required by the provisions of section 2(3) of the Act.

4. Copies of the document have been deposited with the Derby City Council who are
also required to make it available for inspection by the public. Extra copies of the
document are enclosed for your use.

Yours faithfully

Ll!TING BRANCH

Enc
HD DIST2
2D25






PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990

29th AMENDMENT OF 11th LIST OF BUILDINGS QF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL

OR HISTORIC INTEREST

CITY OF DERBY (DERBYSHIRE)

WHEREAS:

1. Section 1 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (“the Act”)
requires the Secretary of State, for the purposes of the Act and with a view to the guidance of local
planning authorities in the performance of their functions under the Act and the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 in relation to buildings of special architectural or historic interest, to

compile lists of such buildings, and she may amend any list so compiled.

2. On 24 February 1977, the Secretary of State compiled a list of buildings of special architectural

or historic interest situate in the City of Derby.

3. The Secretary of State, having consulted with the Historic Buildings and Monuments
Commission for England and such other persons or bodies of persons who appear to her
appropriate as having special knowledge of, and interest in, such buildings, considers that the said

list should be amended in the manner set out in the Schedule hereto.

NOW THEREFORE the Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers conferred on her by

Section 1 of the Act, hereby amends the said list in the manner set out in the Schedule hereto.
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SCHEDULE
The following building shall be added to the list:-

SK33NW GREEN LANE

893- /7/10025 The Hippodrome Theatre
{(Walker’s Bingo Club)

- II L

Variety Theatre, now Bingo Hall. 1914, by Marshall and Tweedy, with minor late C20 alterations.
Red brick, rendered and painted below canopy level, with terracotta dressings and a Welsh slate
roof. Rectangular form with principal entrance into main foyer at north-east corner. Entry bay
with 2 pairs of double doors flanked by double pilasters. East elevation with advanced corner bays
tflanking central recessed bays. Secondary entrance set back at south end. advanced bays with
recessed brickwork bands to corners, recessed bays with advanced brick panel carrying keyed oculi,
above 2-light cross windows. Continuous original canopy now obscured by late C20 cladding.
North elevation of 10 bays, the first with keyed diocletian window, the next 5 with keyed oculi.
Interiors substantially complete; stalls remodelled late C20, but 2 curved balconies above carry
tiered seating for circle and upper circle. Stage with rectangular proscenium surmounted by glant
segmental pediment motif framing a garland. Flanking the arch at circle level are single boxes
framed by giant pilasters which carry serpentine pediments. Richly-decorated plasterwork to
balcony fronts, proscentum and ceiling, the latter with circular moulding set into a square frame.
Orchestra pit, scenery grid and projection room survive, as does the ceiling plasterwork to the
foyer, although concealed beneath a lower, later ceiling. A complete early C20 variety theatre,
which represents a significant stage in the evolution of the building type which became the
dominant design for cinema construction in the late 1920s.

Signed by authority of the
Secretary of State

TR Ay

T A ELLINGFORD
Dated: /? A duerher {996 Department of National Heritage



2 - 4 Cockspur Street
LONDON SW1Y 5DH

Telephone: 0171—

Facsimile: 0171-211 2006

Your ref

QOur ref
HP1914-93

Date

19 November 1996

Dear~

BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
HIPPODROME THEATRE, DERBY

You wrote to the Department in 1992 asking for the above-mentioned building to be
considered for inclusion in the statutory list. At that time the building was judged to be of
insufficient special interest to qualify for listing.

You will be glad to know that, in the light of further research, the Secretary of State has
decided to list this building. It was added to the list today in Grade 11, having been judged to

be a building of special architectural or historic interest. 1 enclose a copy of the list entry for
your information.

Yours sincerely

Listing Branch

Enc






2 - 4 Cockspur Street
LONDON SW1Y 5DH
Telephone: 0171-211 2142
Facsimile: 0171-211 2006

Walker's Bingo Limited Your ref
(Green Lane
DERBY Qur ref
HP1914-93
Date
19 November 1996
Dear Sirs

BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
HIPPODROME THEATRE, DERBY

[ am writing to let you know that this building has been included in the statutory list of buildings
of special architectural or historic interest, approved by the Secretary of State under Section 1 of
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. If you do not own the building,
but know who does, I would be very grateful if you could pass this letter on to the owner.

The purpose of this letter is simply to give you early and informal notice of the listing while your
local Council prepares the statutory notices required under the Act. In many cases owners and
occupiers will know what listing means but, in case you would like to have information on this,
I enclose a booldet which explains its effect. You will see that buildings are listed in their entirety
(there is no such thing as just a listed facade or interior) and that listing need not require any special
action from you unless you have plans to demolish, alter or extend the building. If you do have any
such plans, you may need listed building consent, and you are advised to contact your local Council
before beginning any works.

If you feel that your property has been listed in error - perhaps because it has been built recently
but mistaken for something older - then you can appeal against the listing, as the booklet mentions.
If you contact me at the above address 1 will supply you with further details of how you can go
about this: the procedure is very simple.

A copy of the list amendment is enclosed. You will see ehat the list entry includes a description of
the building,. Please note, however, that while list descriptions include mention of features which
led to the building being listed, they are not intended to provide a comprehensive or exclusive
record of all the features of importance. Absence of a reference to a feature in the list description
does not, therefore, indicate that it is not of interest or that it can be altered or removed without
listed building consent.






A copy of the list amendment will shortly be deposited with your local Counail, where the list as
2 whole is available for inspection. The Council is required by law to send the formal notices
mentioned above to owners and occupiers whose property is listed for the first time. Meanwhile
-t is important to remember that the listing of the building has already taken legal effect,

If you have questions about the listing of this building, you may like to contact the Planning
Department of your local Couneil.

Y ours faithfully

Listing Branch

Encs
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1. iE%LL#WQﬁ&JA &}6<Ek9YZ&A A ( to authorise)
. . e (@

2. 10M {:LKLJWCﬁfiﬂfﬂ/}?gﬁﬁ — { to sign)

' / . .
LIST FOR SIGNATURE: BOHEUGH/DIS;ﬂICT/CITr: TFE&%{&f

Please tick

as apprepriate
Advance listings from resurvey or review draftx* '
Spot listings casex* ; V//

Building preservation notice

Certificate of immunity refusal case

Correction(s) to an existing list*

Deletion of list entry*

*Please give detalils: A
D e WA forad NIL © Oer A2 TS aduvite ol
AT n/ua;uf\@ ol (S ordenod v NIL e g H@@A

On g s ) r&mfo@\uco PO _E oo S5, hoo e &S viswd
assesel LSkadoe.

HMBC recommendation is at flag(f) g Photographs are at front of
file/fleg .

Is there a current planning application or planning permission in

respect of the building(f)? If so, please give
details:

TR T W Qﬁ.okwmuﬂk [ch aweat .

If planning permission has been granted, was this by the local

authority or by the Secretary of State on appeal?

P v - 22 -~
Local authority contact,éeikikAi%U”CLVKﬁKCQ,Telephone(ZJtDDzzi?QJDHE

Signature
Date







ENGLISH HERITAGE ADVICE
Printed on 24/09/96 893- /7/10025

District DERBY DERBYSEIRE
Parish DERBY FORMER M B

The Hippodrcome Theatre. (Walker’s Bingo Club)
GREEN LANE

New PRN 893- /7/10025
Existing PRN

Date First Listed

Map Refarence SK:3:3:NW

---------- RECOMMENDATION - ----=-~--
The item is listable in grade II
———————— ALTERNATIVE ADVICE ~------

None.
~~~~~~ RECOMMENDATION DETAILS ------

I have looked at all the papers on this file and other relevant
information and have carefully considered the architectural and
higtoric interest of this case. In my view the criteria for
listing are fulfilled. The Derby Hippodrome was built as a
variety theatre with a seating capacity of 1800 to designs by
Marshall and Tweedy in 1914.Despite an unpreposessing exterior
which has been further obscured by late C20 accretions,the
theatre is considered to represent a significant link between
the theatres of the Edwardian period and the evolving form of
the c¢inema in the 1920s.Whilst theatre designs moved away from
the debased classical style of the early C20 ,the style of the
Hippodrome became the standard design for the large cinemas
which began to appearing in large numbers in the late 1920s.This
example of 1914 is substantially complete in almost every aspect
internally and externally and is considered to be of listable
quality.

------------ INSPECTION ---=---------

The item has been inspected.

The item has been inspected internally (Fully).
This area has not been resurveyed or reviewed.

—————— ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS ~=----

None.

Name Mr B HAWKINS Date 22/07/93






————— COUNTERSIGNING INSPECTOR -----

Agreed. I wasg sceptical at first, largely because of external
appearences, but am persuaded by my professional advice. Ms
Harwood’'s comments are particularly useful { and her views were
reinforced when she visited the building).
Name MARTIN CHERRY Date 27/07/%96






DERBY FORMER M B

SK3I3NW GREEN LANE

893- /7/10025 The Hippodrome Theatre. (Walker’s
Bingo Club)
IT

Variety Theatre,now Bingo Hall. 1914, by Marshall and Tweedy
,with minor late C20 alterations.Red brick,rendered and
painted below cancopy level,with terracotta dressings and a
Welsh slate roof.Rectangular form with principal entrance into
main foyer at north-east corner.Entry bay with 2 pairs of
double doors flanked by double pilasters.East elevation with
advanced corner bays flanking central recessed bays.Secondary
entrance set back at south end.advanced bays with recessed
brickwork bands to corners,recessed bays with advanced brick
panel carrying keyed occuli,above 2 light cross
windows.Continuous original canopy now obscured by late C20
cladding.North elevation of 10 bays, the first with keyed
diocletion window, the next 5 with keyed occuli. Interiors
substantially complete;stalls remodelled late C20,but 2 curved
balconies above carry tiered seating for circle and upper
circle .Stage with rectangular proscenium surmounted by giant
gegmental pediment motif framing a garland.Flanking the arch
at circle level are single boxes framed by giant pilasters
which carry serpentine pediments.Richly-decorated plasterwork
to balcony fronts,proscenium and ceiling,the latter with
circular moulding set into a square frame.Orchestra
pit,scenery grid and proiection room survive,as does the
celling plasterwork to the foyer,although concealed beneath a
lower, later ceiling.A complete early C20 variety theatre,which
represgents a significant stage in the evolution of the
building type which became the dominant design for cinema
construction in the late 1920s.






ENGLISH HERITAGE

Duncan Galbraith

Department of National Heritage

2-4 Cockspur Street

London SW1Y 5DH 23 September 1996

Dear Duncan

Hippodrome Theatre, Derby

I am returning this file with a recommendation to list, supported by Bob Hawkins and
Martin Cherry. Listing Branch had originally held on to the file because it prompted a
survey of other surviving unlisted theatres of the period. However, a fairly thorough
(though uncompleted) exercise has only identified one other theatre of the period worth
listing. Staff resources and the post-war listing programme mean this exercise is unlikely
to be concluded in the foreseeable future. As the building’s future is uncertain I am
returning the file to you with the recommendation to list, as requested.

The history of this case confirms the importance of making an internal inspection of
theatre cases.

yours sincerely

Bl

Elain Harwood

23 SAVILE ROW, LONDON, WiX 1AB
Telephone 0171-973 3000 Fax 0i71-973 3001






2-4 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y SDH
Telephone: 0171-211 2082
Facsimile: 0171-211 2006

Mr] Earl Your ref
The Theatres Trust TC.A-FED]JE
22 Charing Cross Road ‘ Our ref
London 5170/274/HP1914-93
WC2H OHIR Date

24 September 1996
Dear Mr Earl

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
HIPPODROME THEATRE, DERBY

Thank you for your letter of 10 September which is rtcewmg attention. A full reply will be
sent as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely

03, b3y

Duncan Galbraith
Listing Branch






THE THEATRES TRUST

Established by Actof Pafimment (10 promote the betier prolection of tieuires Tor the benelit of e nalion

hoota

Lite Presidents: Sir Lavid Crouch Dlcand Lord Jenking of Putney

Consultants: Sir Roaald Millaz and Joha Earl Director: Pater Longman

ReF TC. AT D.JE

)
e Yy G4

Y]

10 September 1996

Mrs. FJ. Waterhouse,

Listing Branch,

Department of National Heritage,
2-4 Cockspur Street,

London SW1Y 5DH

BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
DERBY HIPPODROME (WATES BINGO CLUB).

We have been in correspondence about the listing of this building since April 1993. May 1
expect a detailed reply to the Trust’s inquiry in the near future?

d sale iz an ever-present risk.

John Earl

TRUSTEES: Chairman: G. Laurence Harboule  Deputy Chairman: Peter Plouviez

Yvonne Brawsier OBE  Sir Geoflrey Cass
Sir John Drummond CBE  Gayle Huanicutt  Sir Eddie Kulukundis OBE Jonathan §. Lane
Sir Michag! Marshall MP  John Muir

The Theatres Trust Charitable Fund co-operates with The Thaatres Trust
has the same trustaes apd is ragistersd as o charity ander no. 274657

22 Charing Cross Road, London WCZH OHR Telephone: H171-836 8391 Fax: 0171-839 3382






THE THEATRES TRUST

Established by Act of Parliament to promote the better protection of theatres for the benefit of the nation

Joint Life Presidents: Lord Geodman CH and Sir David Crouch DL

Consultani; Lord .¥e{1§dns of Putney Birector: John Eaxl

TC.A=-F.D.JIML

/zﬁ February 1995
R\

9
Mrs. J.J. Waterhouse,
Listing Branch,
Department of National Heritage,
Z2=4 Cockspur Street, '
Lendon  sWiv spy

DERBY HIPPODROME (WALKERS BINGO CLUB)

I wopde? if ¥you could kindly let me know how matters stand with
the proposed listing of this theatre? I write as it was on 24
goyembiﬁ, 1993 that you explained that the national criteria was
elng discussed and it occurs +o me, that they j 7 ‘
dis ma -
determined by now. ’ ! y have been

Yours sincerely,

JIM LEE
ARCHITECTURAL OFFICER

TRUSTEES: Chairman: G, Laurence Harbottle Deputy Chairman: Peter Plouviez
fan Albery Lady Anglesey DBE Baroness Birk Yvonne Brewster OBE Sir Geoffrey Cass
John Drummeond CBE  Professor James Dunbar-Nasmith CBE Gayle Hunnicutt  Sir Eddie Kulukundis OBE Jonathan S. Lane
Peter Longman  Sir Michael Marshall MP  Cob Stenham

The Theatres Trust Charitable Fund co-operates with The Theatres Trust
has the same truslees and is registered as a charity under no. 274697

2Z Charing Cross Road, London WC2H OHR Telephone: 0171-836 8591 Fax: 0171-836 3302






Qur Ref
HD/5170/274/1HP1914

Parish
District:Derby City
County: Derbyshire
1.Mrs H Bostock
Room 240

Fortress Flouse

2.Ms E Harwood

THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, (WALKERS BINGO CLUB), GREEN LANE, DERBY.

I am returning this case on an "Open Deadline", to be considered when the new guidelines on
theatre buildings has been completed.

Alice O'Donnell
HD2

3rd Floor

2-4 Cockspur Street

211 6345

29 November 1993






3rd Floor, 2-4 Cockspur Street
LONDON SW1Y 5DH
Telephone: 071-211 6348
Facsimile: 071-211 6210

Mr Earl

The Theatre Trust

22 Charing Cross Road
London

WC2ZH OHR

26 November 1993
Dear Mr Earl
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, (WALKERS BINGO CLUB), GREEN LANE,
DERBY
Thank you for your letter of 19 April about the above building in which you give
supporting evidence to the request for it to be included on the statutory list of buildings
of special interest. T apologise for the delay in a substantive reply.
English Heritage have reassessed the building in the light of your letter but cannot reach
a conclusion yet. They are in the process of preparing national selection criteria for

twentieth century theatres and the Hippodrome will be assessed at part of this study

We will inform you when a decision is known.

Yours sincerely

L!TING BRANCH






MEMORANDUM

To: 1. Ms Roberts cc:
2. Ms O'Donnell
From: Dr Martin Cherry Date: 23 November 1293

HIFPODROME THEATRE, DERBY

We have carried out a thorough search for an earlier advice
form but with no success. Your letter to Mr Good of 3
December used our recommendation and full indicates our view
in December 199%2. I am unhappy about chopping and changing
and am inclined with this theatre - which appears to be under
no threat - to re-present it along with our completed guide-
lines. I have asked Ms Harwood to prepare the national
selection criteria as a matter of urgency.

e

et
' "

Room 23¢% FH
Ext 3134


















Qur Ref HD/5170/274/1HP1914
Parish:

District: Derby City

W

1 County: Derbyshire
1. Mr P Heror

2. Dr Ward

Room 240
Fortress House

THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, (WALKERS BINGO CLUB), GREEN LANE, DERBY.

In Nov-Dec 1992 English Heritage recommended that the above-mentioned building should
Not be listed and a not listed decision letter was sent to the applicants on 3 December 1992.
(Flag A)

The case was returned to English Heritage for comments when we received a letter from The
Theatre Trust, dated 19 April 1992, (Flag B).

English Heritage have now recommended that the building 1s Listed Grade II. In order for us
to overturn such a recent decision this case will have to go to Minsters, and a key paper is
missing from the file - English Heritage's previous advice not to list the building. It is very
important that we have this paper when we prepare the submission, and I would be grateful if
this could be traced and attached to the file.

y A le dmsd b
HD2 '

3rd Floor - A -
2-4 Cockspur Street i{/: !—/( . éif‘f mw?uml(

211 6345 NIL adioret

11 August 1993
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LIST FOR SIGNATURE: BQROUGH/DISPRICT/CITY: T\pmﬁw

Please tick

as appropiriate
Advance listings from resurvey or review draft*

Spot listings case* o

Building preservation notice

Certificate of immunity refusal case

Correction(s) to an existing list*

Deletion of list entry*

*Please give details: ‘
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file/f,]fg_L_
Is there a current planning application or planning permission in

respect of the building(s)? iND If so, please give

details:

Lo Dl n); ‘gl\mm) L D.ams Daopin e rnrared e.(,)/g.ﬁm LQ;? . %2«95

If planning permission has been granted, was this by the local

authority or by the Secretary of State on appe 17

Local  authority contact M g%hﬁﬁﬁmif Telepboneﬁf§37r215ﬁrééﬁg

- M Remmniee?
Signature _~

FEDO3SL (0791 05D2)







Point 2, 3rd Floor, 2-4 Cockspur Street
LONDOQN SW1iY 5DH
Telephone: 071-211 6345
Facsimile: 071-211 6319

J Earl Esq Your ref
The Theatres Trust

22 Channg Cross Road Qur ref
London HSD/5170/274/1HP1914
WC2H OHR Date

Dear Mr Earl

BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE (WALKER'S BINGO CLUB), GREEN LANE,
DERBY.

1. I refer to your letter of 19 April concerning the above mentioned building.

2. The building has been reconsidered for statutory listing on new evidence available and
you will be glad to know that 1t was listed on in Grade II having been judged
to be of special architectural or historic interest. A copy of the amendment is enclosed for

information.

Yours faithfully

LISTING BRANCH






ENGLISH HERITAGE ADVICE

Printed on 28/07/93 893~ /7/10025
District DERBY DERBYSHIRE

Parish DERBY FORMER M B

The Hippodrome Theatre. (Walker’s Bingo Club}

GREEN LANE

New PRN 893- /7/10025

Existing PRN
Date First Ligted
Map Reference SK:3:3:NW

mmmmmmmmmm RECOMMENDATION ----------
The item is listable in grade IT

-------- ALTERNATIVE ADVICE -«-==~-

None.
—————— RECOMMENDATION DETAILS ------

The Derby Hippodrome was built as a variety theatre with a
seating capacity of 1800 to designs by Marshall and Tweedy in
1914 .Despite an unpreposessing exteriocr which has been further
okscured by late C20 accretions,the theatre is considered to
represent a significant link between the theatres of the
Edwardian period and the evolving form of the cinema in the
1920s.Whilsgt theatre designs moved away from the debased
classical style of the early C20 ,the style of the Hippodrome
became the standard design for the large cinemas which began e
appearing in large numbers in the late 1920s.This example of
1914 is substantially complete in almost every aspect internally
and externally and is considered to be of listable gquality.

------------ INSPECTION ------------~
The item has been inspected.
The item has been inspected internally {(Fully).

Thig area has not been resurveyed or reviewed.

----- ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS -----

None.
------------- INSPECTOR ------=www=-~

Name Mr B HAWKINS Date 22/07/93
————— COUNTERSIGNING INSPECTOR --=---

Name &%wﬂ T Date 271/71/497
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DERBY FORMER M B

SK3I3NW GREEN LANE

893- /7/10025 The Hippodrome Theatre. (Walker’'s
Bingo Club)
1T

Variety Theatre,now Bingc Hall. 1914, by Marshall and Tweedy
(Wwith minor late (20 alterations.Red brick,rendered and
painted below canopy level,with terracotta dressings and a
Welsh slate roof.Rectangular form with principal entrance into
main foyer at north-east corner.Entry bay with 2 pairs of
double doors flanked by double pilasters.Bast elevation with
advanced corner bays flanking central recessed bays.Secondary
entrance set back at south end.advanced bays with recessed
brickwork bands to corners, recessed bays with advanced brick
panel carrying keyed occuli,above 2 light cross
windows.Continuous original canopy now obscured by late C20
cladding.North elevation of 10 bays, the first with keyed
diocletion window, the next 5 with keyed occuli. Interiors
substantially complete;stalls remodelled late C20,but 2 curved
balconies above carry tiered seating for circle and upper
circle .Stage with rectangular proscenium surmounted by giant
segmental pediment motif f£raming a garland.Flanking the arch
at circle level are single boxes framed by giant pilasters
which carry serpentine pediments.Richly-decorated plasterwork
to balcony fronts,proscenium and ceiling,the latter with
circular moulding set into a square frame.Orchestra
pit,scenery grid and projection room survive,as does the
ceiling plasterwork to the foyer,although concealed beneath a
lower, later ceiling.A complete early C20 variety theatre,which
represents a significant stage in the evolution of the
building type which became the dominant design for cinema
construction in the late 1920s.
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Mr Hawkins
HIPPODROME, DERBY

Thank you for sending me the file. T regret to have to say
that I think it is listable from the photographs you send,
though I ook forward to seeing it in the flesh. I knew of
the building but have never previously visited,

I think we normally list theatres dating from 1914 or earlier
whose structures are Substantially intact. As John EBarl
states, 'original seating almost never survives and I am wary
of regarding it as a fixture andg fitting for listing as it is
always so readily given away on a listed building consent
application - usually for reasons of comfort! There is a case

removal of seats from a listed 1912 cinema constitutes illegal
demolition, but T do not know the verdict., 7Tt is almost

room. One is on safer ground with the circle and gallery
because of the Stepping.

buiit in 1910-14, are generally regarded as the most touche
and debased in their generously classical motifs, St Martin's
of 1916, and the theatres of the 1920s, are much more austere
in feeling, with shallower detail. @ood listed examples are
the various works Oof W and T R Milburn for Moss Empires - the
Mayflower Southampton {1928, formerly the Empire}, the
Liverpool Empire (1925} and the Dominion, London (1929) .
Thereafter theatrical design goes towards the moderne, with
painted decoration and much use of reflected light by means of
8g. mirrors, glass, and beaded curtains - the Savoy is the
best example of this kind, followed by the Whitehall angd
Cambridge, all 1929-3p and in London. The decadent style of
the Hippodrome Derby instead became the standardg design for
Ccinenas, particularly when large auditoria began to be built
in larger numbers in the late 19208 with the advent of talkies
(1928). Where such auditoria survive (very rarely) they are
listed. The Odeon Hanley, Stoke, of 1928 is a good listed
example, now derelict, and Carole Ryan has the Capitol, Forest
Hill as a current case which we are thinking of recommending.,

On the whole theatres and even cinemas are not noteworthy for
thelr facades. We hag a recent case rewriting the lige
description for the Golders Qreen Hippodrome of 1913 {a good
comparison) where the description actually said the facade was
‘not of special interest', The style of the Derby Hippodrome
became very popular for theatres and cinemas in the 1920sg and
1930s ~ the Prince Edward Theatre and Astoria Streatham (both
1930} resemble it very closely. I could have believed the
Derby Hippodrome was a 1930s theatre from the photos, and was






convinced of its listability by its early date for this
combination of details. The Derby Hippodrome has, I think., a
very special interest as being a link between Edwardian
theatres and the theatres and cinemas of the 1920s and early
1930s, and should be recommended as part of the evolution of
the type in this country.

The file includes an extract from Curtaingl. publ ished by the
Theatres Trust in 1982. I usually find thelr star ratings
fairly accurate, with two stars being roughly listable and
three of their stars being worth one of ours. I see the late
Christopher Brereton gave the Derby Hippodrome WO stars.

I hope you can arrange access to the building and that we can
vigit it on 13 July. T look forward to it. Do you want the
file back?

Elain Harwood
28 June 1993
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Referral Database Syvestem (HNetVer 2.08) 23/06/7G2
View & Edit

Referral Type 5 Epot listing FRN 253~ / /10025
County DERBYSHIRE Digtrict FP DERBY
Parish DERBY, FORMER CB
Locality Pogt Code
Number Street GREEN LARNE
Name The Hippodrowme Theatre (Walker’'s Bingo Club)
List Order The Hippodrome Theatre {Walker’'s Bingo Club)
Side Qdd/Bven Gracde HNL NGR ST:
Sutstanding Typ Grade KNG New Deadline 01/07/93
Applicant Tvyvpe g Regeived from applicant /7
Photographs Y Sent to HD for registration /o
Site Vigiteg Received from HD 21/06/93
Internal Insp Sent to inspector 21/06/23
Recommendation Received from inspector VA
Ingpector EH Mr B HAWKINS Sent back to HD /o
Principal Inspector HD add building to stat list PR
HD Officer Notification of Listing VA
Comments

Esc=QuitiPgUp=PreviousiPgln=NextiF3=New ReferraliTFb=Delete T10=Finigh






1. ¥rs H Bostogk
Room 240
Fortress Houss

2. Bob Hawkins
Boowm 240
Fortress House

THE HIPPODRCOME THEATRE, (WALKERS BINGO CLUB)}, GREEN LANE, DERBY.

This building was recommended for not listing in November 1292.
The previocus papers are attached, with the ingpector’s comments
at flag *Bf.

The Theatres trust have asked for further comments on our N/L
decisicn. Thelr letter iz at flsg ‘AL,

T. would be grateful for vour advice, plesse.

Deadline date: 13 May 1553,

Room C9/1¢
Marehan Street

276 622%

28 Aprii 1993
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PLANKING {LISTED BULLDINGS

BUILDINGS OF BPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC
(WALKERS BINGO CLUB)}, GREEN LANE, DERBY.

THE HIPPFODROME THEATEE,

Thank you for your letter

Yours sincerely

>

[
n

Your ref

Cuy el

HD/B170/274/1HP1914

pate
28 April 1993

AND CORSERVATION AREAS} ACT 1930

INTEREST

of 19 2pril which is
A full reply will be sent as socn as possible.

receiving

attenticon.






(
i THE THEATRE>S 2 ST
{optioian | [ omeny |} { s | Established by Act of Parliament to promote the better protection of theatres for the benefit of the nation
Join¢ Life Presidents: Lord Goodman CH and Sir David Crouch DL
v |
L ]
[ )

Consuitant: Lord Jenkins of Putney Director: John Ear]

19 April 1993

Listing Branch,
Department of National Heritage,

Room C9/19,

2 Marsham Street,

London SW1P 3EB v

wsed g
; :‘9 . 4_’( - 5 s e M.M'
aj?;:uy( (ewa,

BUILDINGS OF SPECTAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE (WALKERS BIRGO CLUB), GREEN LANE, DERBY
YOUR REFERENCE: HSD/5170/274/1HP1914

I have seen a decision letter regarding the proposal to add the
above building to the statutory list.

May I point out for future reference that the suggestion that
original seating is one pre-requisite to the listing of a theatre
is, to say the least, based on misunderstanding. Whilst a
Victorian or Edwardian theatre with original seating would be a
very rare object indeed and would have a special claim for
listing, the seats in a theatre are, of their nature, as likely
to be replaced, time after time, as the lighting system (oil,
gas, electricity) in a Georgian house. The life of a seat in a
moderately successful theatre rarely exceeds thirty vears.

It should also, perhaps, be said that British theatres tend, as
a matter of historical fact, to present only modest external
architectural displays and some important listed theatres (for
example, the Cambridge Festival Theatre} make no more
architectural statement than might be expected from a brick
cowshed. I enclose a copy of the relevant pages f£rom the
Curtains gazetteer of all pre~1914 theatres in the British Isles.

(Contfd/...2)

TRUSTEES: Chairman: G. Laurence Harbottle Deputy Chairman: Peter Plouviez

Ian Albery Lady Anglesey Baroness Birk Yvonne Brewster OBE Sir Geoffrey Cass John Drummond CBE
Professor James Dunbar-Nasmith CBE Gayle Hunnicutt Eddie Kulukundis OBE Peter Longman Sir Michael Marshall MP
Sir Ronald Millar Cob Stenham .

The Theatres Trust Charitable Fund co-operates with the Theatres Trust,
has the same trustees and is registered as a Charity under no. 274697

22 Charing Cross Road, London WC2I 6HR Telephone; 071-836 8591 Fax: 071-836 3302
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It may be noted that the late Christopher Brereton, until
recently the authority on theatre architecture within English
Heritage, rated the Derby Hippodrome as "a two star®™ theatre -
that is, ‘a fine theatre or music hall .... which isg an excellent
example of its type’.

I shall be interested to have your comments.

Yours sincerely,

O~

John Earl
Director

EFncs.






arlington, Clvic Thealre

apove. Ceiling plasterwork 'painted
oul’. Gapaclty reduced from 1,300 10
500 by inslatialion of & bat in rear slaiis
area. angd Qisuse of upper baicony.
Auditorium could be made con-
siderably more attractive ty a well con
sigered colour scheme designed Lo am-
phasise the gecorative plaslerwork. Ex-
terior of red brick with terra-cotia
enfichments pilasters, serpenting
pegiments eic. Main front on one long-
siwe with entrance emphasized by 3
nigh. pymmud-:ooled pavilion. Acquired
oy Local Aulhonty 1a 1958 and re
aamet Swig Theatre C.B.

Deal,
Kent

Glohe Theatre

Matine Bartacks,

2.1186, architect nknowh.

Thenlre,

Bame sttuctural spetl propavly ol
ouginal date Compielely plain exterior
vth ynagorned winwow openings. pit-
chec roo! over auditorium and glazing
in sizge foof, Existing auditarium (363
seals) has 2@ utilitarian 20th ¢ apr
pearance. Smalk. \raditicnatly equipped
stage The thealre s currently used by
tne Royai dMannes for concerts and
municats D.F.CHM.

Theatre Royal
King Sitreal

1890, archileci unknown.
Cinema,

Qniginally buiil as an Oddieilows Hall. A
targe, plain reclanguiar buitding on one
of Ihe main sccess roeds 1o the sea. 0
was 1he ptincipal cenire for CORGENS
ang theatrical enteriainment untit
£.1810, since when il has been mainly
useL @s a cinema. Long,

narrow
auditorium, shallow stage with low grid.
D.F.C..

AN VC
e 1

o

Chrislopher Brerelon

Derby,
Derbyshire

Grand Theatre

* facade only/disused

Babbington Lane.

1886, Oliver Essex.

1900, interlor reconstructe
Matcham.

pance Hail.

¢ by Frank

Darlington - Derby

Derby, Grand Theatre Vet Glassiane

Oniy the 1886 facaue gutvives o (8
marnent ompipte reconslruclen at
a osuge huiboen g, A symméentie
cal gesign, stuecoed ang ol nne
hays ang (hree SIOMEYS wilhh an athe
storey above the entabiature. Wider end
bays with gian! Corinthian pilastess 10
firs! and second storeys framing lripar-
lite. wingows. Three central bays aiso
articulaled by pilasiers wilh oeifl-ge:
poeul wingows sbove in the atic. B

Hippodrome

* % disused

3914, Marshali & Tweedy.

Binge.

A large variely ihealie approximately
1,600 seatls, any stitl intach. Stalls below
grept tevel with two, deep, sughily-
curved baiconies above. gmall single

R

viclor Glassione

111







Derby, Theatre Royel Victor Giassiane

boxes either side al first balcony level,
framed by giant pilasters canying a
serpenling pediment. Rectangular pro-
scenium surmounted by a dig segment
headed panel traming a garland. Fiat
ceiling with concening circular moutd-
ed panels in reclangutar frame. Rich
Baroque pilasierwork on baiceny fronls.,
proscenium, ceiling, eic.. ralher coarse
in detail. Proscenium 351t slage deplh
approximately 40ft, Dull exlerior in
brick with terracolta dressings.

Well sitvated in the City Centre, the
theatre could be readlily restored 1o pro-
vide Derby with a touring theatre.  C.B.

4

Theatre Royal

* disused

Bold Lane,

1773, architect unknown,

Maglstrates Court,

Converled from a former malthouse in
1773, Closed by 1864 and converled in.
10 a mission hall with an intermegiste
ftoor put in. The basic brick sheil ang
oitched roof remain targely intact. The
stuceoed tacade of three wige bays ang
w0 s10rays has been altered - Ihe Ihree
arched enfrances removed ang reniac.
ed by a sirip of plate glass windows,
and the arched windows above have
been lengthened downwards. Straight
cornice and parapet. Alhough now
much pulted aboul this is nevertheless
& valuable surviving example of an 181h
¢. playhouse.

Listed Grade II. X3

Dinnington,
South Yorkshire
Lyric Theatre

1911,

Thestre

Qriginally presented melodrama. (hen
decame the Ficturedome. then a dance
nall in the 1820°s, and lallerly a
storeroom. in 1880 (he local Councit
revived it as a theatre for amatey: ang
“ucasional prolessional performances

112

and other uses inciuding dancing etc.
The auditorium is long and narmow with
& Hat lloor - capacity 400, Fully equip-
ped slage with [llies. Plain, 2 slorey, 3
bay front in brick with a central en
{rance {lanked by shops, c.B.

Doncaster,
South Yorkshire

Grand Theaire

% % disused

Station Road.

1898, J. P. Briggs.

Bingo,

St intact, aithough useg for bingo
since 1961, Intimate auditorium of ap-
proximalely 1,000 seals. (If reseated 1o
presenl standasrds), Two well curved
baiconies with good plaslerwork on
fronts - the upper one a benched
gallery. Single, pedimenied boxes in
otherwise blank side walls {tanking
tectangular-lramed  proscenium 2641,
stage deplh freegular, 3211, on cen.
Ireiing. Plain ceiling. £xcelleni thrge.
sloreyed, sluccoed, Barogue tacade on
one fong-side of |he thealre. Complex
rhythm of bays articyiated by coupied
and single pilasters and groupings of
arched windows and doorways. Broken
serpenling pediment over three central
bays. This facade is now almos! im.
possible Lo appreciate, having been
hemmed in by & 1970's ‘super-store’.
The theatre could be readily restored,
and is ol a size suvitabie for bolh drama
and musical productions.
Lisled Grade I, C.B,

Douglas,
Isle of Man

.
Empire Theatre

Regent Sireet,

1893,

2 shops on ground floor, wilk
amusement arcade above.
Structural watls remain with inter
compietely atiered. The targe space
the amusement arcage a1 first I
level must have been part of 1
augilorium. This space 18 on twe leve
Dale of alterations unknown. '3

Gaiety Theatre
* * *

Promenade.

1883, W. J, Rennison (opened as
Favition).

1900, reconstructed by Frank Malche:
Theatre,

One of Ihe bes! 6! Matchar:'s survivis
theaires. Excellent stuccoed lacal
-busy and iestive. Three-storeye
fowers with low pyramid roofs ar
dormer pediments on each face, fian
ing a lwo-storeyed centre section with
columned loggia al first Hoor level, st
mounled by 3 curved gable. High
curved gable 10 rear wall of ayditoriu
rising behind, with a small pediment ¢
top. Spiendidly opulent auditoriym, fi
ted by Matcham into the narrow shell(
the old Pavilion. Two baiconies. sel we
back from the stage, the fower ong ru
ning into a range of three boxes eilke
side with halt-domed plaster canopie
over. projecting beyend the lace of (h
$traight slips of 1he wpper balcony. Res
tangular proscenium opening set withi

Victor Glasstone
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HSD/5170/274/1HP1914

Dats

3 Decemper 1982

Dear ‘ -

BUTLDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, (WALKERS BINGO CLUB), GREEN LANE, DERBY. .,

3. Thank vou for yvour letter of 19 September in which vou asked ts to
consider the above-mentioned building for inclusion in the statutory
lisgt.

. The building has been assessed by English Heritage, who are our
statutory advisers, but after careful consideration in the light of
current standards of listing, I am afraid that it is judged to be of
insufficient architectural or historic interest to gqualify for inclusion
in the statutory list.

3. The Inspector has commentad that the building is architecturally
plain externally and, although few of its original details have been
lost, these are extremely plaln and nct of gpecial interest. A modern
flat canopy has been added, together with hoardings which obscure part
of the prominent street frontagss. The interior is decorative, but not
excaptional and, although much of the original detall survives, the
sarlier seating has been replaced. A building of this period would nsed
to possess a complete interior, of high quality, to Justify listing. In
this case, the modest exterior is not considered to compensate for the
incomplete interior, and although the building is an interesting
survival, regrettapbly, it is not judged to be of listable guality.

4. Having carefully considered all the evidence, we have decided to
accept English Heritage’s advice that listing would neot be justified In
this case. We will not, therefore, be adding this building to the
statutory list.

5. T am soryy to have to send you such a disappointing reply.

Yours sincerely




R i ’f{mm
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ENGLISH HERITAGE
isting Record Form HB30 rev
Part 1 : Statutory Structured Data

county District

parish DeEC

NGR ey €% - ¢ 7 /005
Locality Post Code *

Number Street

Name

List: Order

Side 0dd/Even Volume Index Grade

Date Listed Intrnl Insp| Group Value Existing Grade
Post: Code - Use only if advised Former PRN -/ /

Part 2 : Building Description




isting Record

ENGLISH HERITAGE

Part 3 : References

Form HB30 re\

RCHME File RCHME Bldg No No Structures
Related Status Type Code Reference
Related Status Type Code Reference
Related Status Type Code Reference

part 4 : Abstracted Index Data

B8ldg Type Broad Narrow rrom To
Bldg Type Broad Narrow From To
Bldg Type Broad Narrow From To
Archtct/Designr Status
Archtect/Designr ) Status
Archtct/Designr Status
;Archtct/Designr Status
rArchtct/Designr Status
Archtect/Designr Status

Roof Material Roof Material Wall Material Wall Material

Part 5 : Buildings at Risk Data

Condition Code Occupancy Code Risk Grade
Part & : Alternative, Former & Cross Reference Names & Addresses
Alternative/Former/Former Listed/Cross Ref Side Even/Cdd
Parish
Locality Post Code
NHumber Street
Name
List Order
Recorder's Name Date recorded




REQUEST FOR HBMC ADVICE

‘Address J»)J’}*‘l L\ \.}NL\Q 14V -4\)94’\: e S (U\:}(’-Qf% ..... AN W‘!‘%O . -MQH.Q, 3

ooooo

.......... ifz.)%ﬂzv\l/y&m.(b_@rﬁv
b

Deadline........ :Z;. GT}QHTQlQQ{..LOk...r .............. s e cesaas

Special reason for urgency (if applicable)l............ciieiinna.. ces e
Additional remarKS. .ceeersoessenscsssssesacsossssessonnssnonsensesensesss

1. iinnnn t.}\@ J—:’JA...! ;;U'DX.J"C% ................ ROOM 240, Fortress House

....................................... «see0... Inspector

o - ’
Please see the letterSof.\A. WZ\A. A .gﬁé\k A Y O‘«.f&. ...about the above

mentioned building/kiesk and checklist on this file. The photographs and
site plan are in the envelope at the front of this file.

I should be grateful for your assessment by the deadline on whether:-
(2) this building/kiosk should be spot-listed;

(b) thi€ BEN Shonid e Gomtirmed;

{c) a certificate of immunity should be--granted (please arrange a full

o
external and)iﬁtegggzm:;éggar/'o attic{wiasﬁgggzgg\efd confirm that

o - e
this has been done). . e
(d) - ® ® & & O 3 & F & & & 4 & % ¢ e T PE S ®* S % & & & 2 & 3 ¢ S 0 8 8 8 8 O G e S E s D YT e OS - & 0 4 8 O & ® & & O ® O
..... lll.....)..ﬁ".’!!I.ﬂ..IIII...IIll.l.ll.‘t...'l'.l.'l..lﬁlﬂﬂ..o
IIIIII lllIl.Ill‘.!‘ﬂ..!I.l.lll.l...........".'.lIlllOl.O!DO....II..
? 8 S ¥ B B & & RSP E e d S eeow LN T B O Y *® ® & * > 2 8 @ » 8 & w9 * & . & O & ¢ 9 9 8 88 " & & & B F & S e

When you have made your assessment, please complete the advice sheet and
pass these papers to Room 240 for return to HD2,

Slgnature....- }?........... Date ...fii.j Lﬂ;.......on.,

HD2, Room C9/ . %L ... 2, Marsham Street
Telephone: (071) 276~ . & L0 ..

HSD (B2) Revised Maréh 1992



CHECKLIST ON LISTING STATUS

Please complete Secticns A, B and C as appropriate

SECTION A \ f

Address of Building/kiesk. JL)aLl%g&ﬁvW*Q‘%b %wé,,Cﬁr@2?1¢Aﬁwit"é4ﬁﬁﬁ%%

City/Dis€rict/Borough...... -@%%?5 County. « ..« @h%?g)}wmma ..... B

Civil Parish....oeeioeeeseieenssstensceseassnsssssassnsessnosscnsssscanaasccas

Former Urban District/Rural District............. Ceeenesreanas voemesaas

SECTION B

Is this building/%idgk statutorily listed? ¥ES/NO

If yes, please give (1) The date .(..eersocecerssssceacnes e eer et
(11) List number ...essvsssasenaae tetrssanona > enaas

(1idi) List date toveseseneoeteonsecanoncssanscsoanees
and attach a copy of the listing.
If no, please complete Section C

SECTION C - This building is not statutorily listed

(1) Is this building/kiésk in a fully resurveyed area? YES/NO
If yes, please give the date of the revmsed llst,...fét,..,tlil..

and list NUMber,...veoessosssnenesbhdon LLqu.géé ............ ceo e

(2) Having checked the HB76 forms on the District files has this
building/&id%k been previously assessed for listing and is there a
Certificate of Immunity from listing?  YES/NO

If yes, please attach previous papers.
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Your ref: //’f -
HSD/5170/274/1HP1914""

Listing Branch 8 ot W
Department of National Heritage A

Room C9/19 '

2, Marsham Street,

LONDON SW1P 3EB

Dear Wi,
PLANNING (LISTED BUIDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 19920
Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest

THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, GREEN LANE, DERBY

Thankyou for your letter of 21st September requesting a site plan, or Ordnance
Survey map extract showing the exact locations relating to the above request
for listing.

I have produced a simple site plan, the result of '"walking around” the theatre
and enclose with this a copy of a portion of an up-to-date map of the city
centre, which indicates its position in relation to other features. I hope
that the comoination of these two will be acceptable to your Department,
as I am making this request in a private capacity and not in receipt of
funding from any source. Should the enclosed not satisfy your requirements,
please contact me again, and I will seek alternative maps.

I occurs to me that in the original letter of 19th September I do not make
the point that currently the bullding is better known as Walkers Bingo Club,
Green Lane, Derby. In the event of any communication to that organisation
that title should be used. '

Yours sincerely,

{M%w&}
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Your ref

Our ret
HSD/5170/274/1HP1814

Date

29 Ssptember 1992

Dear W

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
BUILDINGS OF SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THFATRE, (WALKERS BINGCO CLUB}, GREEN LANE, DERBY.

i. I refer to your letters of 19 and 25 September in which you asked
the Secratary of State to consider the above-mentioned building for
statutory listing.

2. We are seeking advice on your regquest from English Heritage, who
are the Department’s professicnal advisers in listing matters. Shortly
after we have received their recommendation we should ke able to notify
you of the Secretary of State’s decision on whether this building is to
be listed. If in the meantime the guestion of listing becomas nors
urgent, or you wish to provide any additional information about the
building, please would you contact me at the above address.

Yours sincerely

"LISTING BRANCH
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THE HYPPODROME THEATRE
Green Lane, Derby

It is important that the potential future use of the Hippodrome as a
major touring professiconal or amateur theatre should not be lost to future
generations on a number of counts.

Since the spate of theatre building in the 1%60's, financial considerations
have resulted in many small capacitv houses, often with excellent stage techni-
cal facilities, bui which are only adeguately suited to the presentation
of subsidised repertorv and small scale pantomimes during the year. As such
they fulfil a very useful function, but general economics of the theatrical
profession mean that theatres with less than 1,000 seats cannot book modest
or large scale touring productions. In recent years very few new theatres
with this kind of accomneodation have been contemplated, let alone built.
It is therefore important to make sure that those which exist remain, so
that conversion at a later date is possible. In this regard the Hippodrome
would complement the excellent work undertaken by the present repertory theatre
Berby Playvhouse.

The Hippodrome is uniguely situated to provide such a venue, although
its original capacity of 1,800 might be somewhat reduced if it was recpensad
for theatrical presentations. Its close proximity to Nottingham where the
Theatre Royal offers 52 weeks of touring productions nead not be an obstacle.
Wakefield COpera House 1is a similar distance from the theatrical centre of
Ieeds and yet it successfully provides a showcase for both professicnal and
amateur producticns all the year round. This type of hall is lacking in the
Nottingham/Derby district of -the Fast Midlands and would provide the amateur
movement with a superb venue in which to mount its various productions to
large audiences. Two examples are worth gquoting: the Concordia Theatre at
Hinckley, an amateur house with professional-type stage facilities (but with
a small auditorium} hosts productions from eleven Hinckley based societies
during the year. The former Birmingham Repertory Theatre, built by Sir Barxry
Jackson in 1913, was retained on the opening of the new Repertory theatre
purely as a venue for city amateurs, and where there is a two year waiting
list for societies to get their productions onto the stage.

The Building INTERNAL, DESCRIPTTON

The Hippodrome is typical of theatres built when decorative values were
expected and appreciated. The auvditorium is richly treated with barogque plaster
work throughout, even to the underside of the balconies and the rear of the
circle. The well raked levels provide good sight lines from all parts of
the house, and the close proximity of the circles to the stage engender a
degree of intimacy which many newer theatres fail to capture, despite much
smaller capacities.

The dress c¢ircle balcony-front 1s especially rich in decoration, the
gallery balceny less so. Both have shallow curves but when added to the angle
of the box walls, the overall shape is that of a horseshoe, a shape considered
ideal by its frequent use. The vertical distance betwesn the two <ircles
is such that only a few feet of the tall proscenium {which would be fitted
with a pelmet when equipped for live shows) is lost from the back row. this
level consists of ten rows with an approximate capacity of 350. The gallery
lavel has eight rows heolding appoximately 250 people. This means that, unlike
many older theatres, the bulk of the seating is not in the gallery region,
which nowadays 1s not the first cheoice of theatre-goers. The majority of
patrons can be accommodated in the stalls and circle levels where excellent
views are obtained, and the intimate rapport with the players becomes possible.

The two boxes, one either side of the stage at dress circle level, do
not appear to be original, neither doss the plaster decorated heating inlet
above. It is possible that both may date from the 1930 transition to talking-
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pictures. They both stand within two large pilasters with wedge shaped capitals
from which hang perpendicular decorations. Above 1s a serpentine pediment
with plaster garland encased and below is an architrave consisting of triglyphs

The triglyphs continue into the proscenium wall above the proscenium
arch until it meets the central segmental panel containing a garland. Above
is an arch which complements the two serpentine segments over the boxes.

The ceiling above the front stalls consists of a series of concentric
circles each bordered with plaster decoration and with decorative patterns
in the centre circle.

The large proscenium opening is particularly attractive being decorated
with a column of spiralling acanthus leaves intertwined with flowers and
fruite. At the top of the proscenium are decorated corner pieces, the whole
giving an air of space and grandeur not found in modern buildings. The stage
is deep enough, at 33 feet, to accommodate almost all that would ke reguired
of it in both the professicnal and amateur fields. The wing space on the
right is limited, there being more on stage left.

The stage, fly galleries and grid are all in situ: in fact little major
structural alteration has taken place over the 30 years since the Hippodrome
closed as a variety theatre.

The building appears to be in good, sound condition and is dry. It has
been well maintained by its two owners, Mecca Limited, and Walkers' Bingo
Limited. The recent redecoration of the interior has been done with taste.

A theatre of this size and kind would never be built within the foreseeable
future owing to the costs involved. The amount required to bring the existing
building into line with current requirements would ke small by comparison.

Its close proximity to the centre of the city, and variocus car parking
and bus facilities makes its appeal as a centre of live entertainment most
attractive.

The Building EXTERNAL DESCRIPTTON

The outbreak of World War I came within the first fortnight of the newly
constructed Music Hall/Variety Theatre on Green Lane, which ran from week
commencing Monday 20th July 1914.

Situated on a corner site, the building is of red brick, relieved by
terra-cotta tiles which have been used for the cornice and frieze, and window
surrounds. There is a restained use of bows and pendants alsc cast in terra-
cotta. The entrance is situated on the diagonal of the building, approached
by two steps. There are two shallow columns each side, and a pair of glass
swing doors, not of the original design.

The North wall, in Macklin Street, is most exposed and has been little
changed since the opening. One major semi-circular window 1s sited nearest
the entrance in line with five circular windows, each decorated with lozenge-
shapes in the mottled glass. All windows at this level are often used, allowing
ventilation %o the internal corridor which they serve. The West end of the
North front houses dressing rooms, surrounding the stage complex. Apart from
the cornice and narrow frieze the only feature is twelve sash-type windows,
with a further four, half-size, at pavement level. (The auditcorium, and back-
stage area are below the external ground level}

A much mcdernised canopy leads from across the entrance both to the edge
of the North side, and up the slight incline of Green lLane to the East boundary
the brickwork beneath this is painted beige.

at first floor level the East aspect is spollit by & large 48-sheet poster
board, covering two of three circular windows, with consequent loss of symmetry,
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Two 16-sheet billboards which remain from the days of live entertainment
are also disturbing, because of neglect. At ground level two other entrances,
for advance bookings, and stalls admission, have been bricked-up for the
needs of the bingo operators. The original doorway for the Gallery remains,
recessed from the main block, as does an alley for waiting patrens. This
has a number of buttresses along its length, about ten feet above ground
level. It is possible to walk completely around the building, using the alley,
although at some future date the land to the South could be incorporated
into the left wing area for additional storage.

With the exception of the main entrance and the unspoilt North wall,
the building today 1s unprepossesing, but in capable hands could be made
as distinctive as the original design, worked by the most talented local
architect of the period, Alexander MacPherson.

The Building A PLACE WITH THEATRICAL HISTORY

Disregarding the present use of the Hippodrome, three distinct periods
in its history may be discerned: a time of first quality touring variety
and revue companies between July 1914 and early September 1930. A speedy
conversion to the new sound—-films meant that entertainment resumed from 15th
September 1930 until 28th October 1950, whereupon after some back-stage renewal
a Christmas pantomime opened on 23rd December 195C.

The second pericd of live shows began well enough, but the competition
from television, meant that some weeks 'girlie' and semi-nude revues were
booked, resulting in a further decline in attendance figures. The company of
the final show - the Christmas pantomime 1958/59 - made a concerted effort
to attract large audiences, and prove its viability, without success.

Folklore has it that the popular singing comedians Flanagan and Allen
first sang "Underneath the Arches" at Derby Hippodrome: in reality, it was
written in a dressing rcom there, scored by a member of the theatre orchestra,
but first sung at the Pier Pavilion, Southport.

Another great name in entertainment, Gracie Fields appeared in 'Mr. Tower
of Iondon' in the mid=-1920's when her carser began. In the first phase of
live shows, George Robey, billed as "The Prime Minister of Mirth" visited
the theatre more than once. He had a habit of making cartoon sketches of
himself, and hiding them: one such drawing came to light from behind a mirror
in the star dressing room when the building was stripped of its fittings
prior to the bingo ownership.

At one time or other, most of the big names in the 'Music Hall' era trod
the boards at Derby Hippodrome, including those who came out of retirement
in 1953 and toured, until one by one, they were called to higher billing,
in the Don Ross production "Thanks for the Memory'

The list could easily become a Who's Who of the entertainment business
for the first half of the twentieth century: what is more important is that
the theatre in which they worked should be preserved as near as possible
in the same splendid condition, as when they toured.
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Your rer

Our ref
HSD/517G/274/1HP1914
Date

21 Septenber 19292

Dear WNNNG—G——

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 139%0, BUILDINGS
OF SPECTAL ARCHITECTURAYL OR HISTORIC INTEREST
THE HIPPODROME THEATRE, GREEN LANE, DERBY.

1. Thank you for your letter of 19 Sephtember in which you asked us to
list the above mentioned building.

2. To enable us to consider your reguest please send us:
-an Ordnance Survey map extract {(or an up to date site
plan) showing the exact locations: 1if possible please
indicate on it the positicon from which the photographs ware
taken.

3. We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

LISTING BRANCH






19th Septembar 1992

Listing Branch ' T
Department of National Heritage,

Room C9/19

2, Marsham Street,

London SWLP 3EB

Dear Madam,

A Proposal to List the Hippodrome Theatre, Derby

During what are described as the formative years, the Derby Hippodrome was
one o©of the many places of entertainment available within a comparatively
small area, to which I was taken by my parents. Later, in my twenties, I
was able to enjoy many of the Variety stars of the day on stage there: Norman

Evans, Max Wall and Ken Platt are names which readily come to mind.

Apart from one attempt by the Bingo manager to organise a single Variety
Show, about 1962, I did not set foot inside the building until it befell
my lot to negotiate a visit by the Cinema Theatre Association in 1990, 1
was struck then by the warm welcoming atmosphere and made a mental ncte that
this was not simply nostalgia for my past, but that the bullding was quite

special in its way, and worthy of preservation.

Accordingly, I enclose a number of photographs, both external, and internal
together with a descriptive article concerning the building, and trust that

this will enable consideration to be given te the proposal.

I regret that only two of the photographs are in coleur, but with the passage
of time ¥ find that living on a fixed income does not allow the presentation

of applications to be abundantly supported with colour prints.

I remain,

Yours sincerely,







