
CLOSURE NOTICE FOR PERSISTENTLY SELLING ALCOHOL TO CHILDREN 
 

Section 169A(2) of the Licensing Act 2003 
 
This notice offers a period of closure as an alternative to criminal prosecution 
for an offence of repeatedly selling alcohol to underage persons.  It is 
addressed to the person(s) (which may include a company etc) who hold the 
relevant premises licence for the premises concerned. A copy of this closure 
notice will be sent to the holder of the premises licence at the address for that 
person set out in the licence. 
 
The premise licence holder(s) should read parts 10, 11, 12 and 13 of this notice 
with particular care as they contain information concerning their rights.  If you 
have been handed this notice and are not the premises licence holder, you may 
wish to inform the premises licence holder(s) that this notice has been served. 
 
1. Name and rank of the police officer (must hold the rank of superintendent or 
above) / name of the inspector of weights and measures [delete as appropriate] 
giving this closure notice 
      

2. Name of the police, community support or trading standards officer [delete 
as appropriate] serving this closure notice. (A closure notice may be served by 
being handed to a person on the premises who appears to have control of or 
responsibility for the premises and who need not be the premises licence holder). 
      

3. Date on which closure notice is given  Day    Month    Year      
 
Details of premises and premises licence holder(s) 
4. Address of premises in 
respect of which this notice is 
being given 

      

5. Premises Licence 
Reference number and 
issuing licensing authority 
 

      

6. Name of premises licence 
holder(s) 
 

      

7. Address of premises 
licence holder(s). (This is the 
address to which a copy of 
this closure notice will be 
sent) 

      

 
8. Particulars of alleged offence under section 147A of the Licensing Act 2003, 
including: 
 
particulars of unlawful sales made to persons under 18; 
dates of the sales; and 
the individuals making the sales (so far as known).  
 
(Note: you can be liable for the offence if you were a premises licence holder at 
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the time each unlawful sale took place on the premises) 
 
First 
unlawful 
sale: 
 

      

Second 
unlawful 
sale: 
 

      

Third 
unlawful 
sale: 
 

      

 
9. Proposed period (maximum 48 hours) during which sales of alcohol by retail 
are to be prohibited (commencing not less than 14 days after this closure 
notice was served): 

Time:    :    : am Time:    :    : am  
From 
 Date:   /    /      

 
To

Date:    /    /       

 
10. Effect of accepting of the proposed prohibition (closure) 
If you decide to accept the proposed closure (on how to do this, see part 12 below), 
all sales by retail of alcohol at the premises during the period specified in part 9 of 
this notice will be unauthorised. An unauthorised sale is a criminal offence (see 
section 136 of the Licensing Act 2003).  A person guilty of an offence under that 
section is liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six 
months or to a fine not exceeding £20,000, or to both.   
 
      
11. Right to elect to go to trial 
You do not have to accept the proposed closure. As an alternative, you may elect to 
be tried in a court of law for the offence described in part 8 above. That right may 
exercised by informing the officer named in part 14 in writing or by e-mail. 
 
      
12. How to accept the proposed prohibition 
In order to accept the proposed closure, all premises licence holder(s) should notify 
the officer named in part 14 of their decision in writing or by e-mail within 14 days of 
this notice being served.   Failure to notify the officer named in part 14 of acceptance 
of the prohibition within 14 days will be taken as a decision to elect for trial for the 
alleged offence described in part 8. 
 
      
13. Effect of a failure by one or more of the premises licence holders to accept 
the proposed prohibition 
The right to be tried for the alleged offence described in part 8 of this closure notice 
will be taken to have been exercised unless every person who was a holder of the 
premises licence at the time this notice was given accepts the proposed prohibition. 
 
      
14. Name of the police officer or trading standards officer to whom notice 
exercising the option to accept the prohibition should be given, or election to 
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go to trial must be sent, within 14 days  
      

The address of the officer in part 14 
      

E-mail address and telephone number of the officer in part 14 
      

 


