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Many of the recommendations in the review relate to the New Opportunities Fund. 
However, the merging of NOF and the Communities Fund (announced in the 
National Lottery Funding decision document –July 2003) to form the new distributor 
– the Big Lottery Fund – means that the proposals about children’s play have had to 
be considered in the context of the new lottery structure.  While we still expect 
£200 million for play (across the UK) to be spent over time, we anticipate that 
funding for play will come from across all distributors, and not only from the Big 
Lottery Fund. The response document reflects that approach. 
 
 
 
POINT/RECOMMENDATION (Page 6  - 
1&2 are scene setting)  

RESPONSE 

  
3.  Definition of play  
“what YP do when they follow their 
own ideas and interests, in their own 
way for their own reasons”    

Agree  

4.  “The NOF funding programme 
should improve and create thousands 
of spaces where children and YP can 
play freely and in safety”  

Agree in principle.    

5.  “Funding should be focused on areas 
and groups with the poorest access to 
good quality play opportunities and 
with a major emphasis on the inclusion 
of disabled children and YP.”   

Agree in principle.  Lottery money should 
be targeted at those most in need..   
However this is an issue which all lottery 
distributors should consider when 
considering applications. 

6.  Measuring success:  
“Long term popularity will be main test 
of success” (p6 para6). Other 
characteristics of success are: centred 
on children, attractive location, high 
quality play opportunities, fit in well 
locally and provide parents with sense 
of security.  NOF should consider 
applications against these criteria.    

Agree.  Welcome the helpful views on 
play projects most likely to succeed. No 
doubt lottery distributors will take these 
into account.   

7. The main emphasis should be on 
projects with medium or small size 
catchment areas. Access should be 
free.  

Agree.  We welcome this proposal. Again 
this is for lottery distributors to consider.  

8. Play opportunities with some form 
of adult supervision or adult oversight 
are likely to prove more successful.  

As in 6 above  

9. Bulk of funding, around 80%, should 
support exemplary projects. Most of 
remaining should support new 
approaches.    

Agree with suggestion in principle. It is 
consistent with the purpose behind 
lottery funding, that new ideas offering 
innovative solutions should be 
supported.    



 
10. NOF should make provisional 
allocation of the main funds to unitary 
and lower tier LAs on a basis that 
reflects level of child poverty  

Welcome suggestion and agree in 
principle –but again this is for the lottery 
distributors to consider. Should work 
alongside point 5 above.    

11.  The LA or a local partnership 
should be responsible for drawing up 
proposals …  must be prepared in 
partnership with other local agencies, 
children and YP and communities in the 
neighbourhoods concerned.  

Agree that proposals should encompass 
the views of wider community, especially 
the views of Children and YP themselves 
We are keen to see the voluntary and 
community sector engaged in developing 
opportunities. 

12.  Local agencies will be expected to 
fund preparation of plans themselves, 
however Gov and others should work 
together to ensure that most deprived 
areas have support to prepare 
proposals and to implement them.   

Agree.  

13. NOF programme should allow 
enough time to prepare effective 
proposals and for projects to become 
established.  

Agree. 

14.   Local proposals should, where 
possible maximise the impact of 
funding by complementing and 
augmenting it with funds from other 
sources   

Agree – it will be important that projects 
take into account whatever else is 
happening in their area.   

15.  Out of hours school grounds and 
buildings should be promoted, 
especially when schools are being built 
and refurbished.    

Agree, would welcome proposals for 
more creative use of school facilities for 
play.   Consistent with Young People’s 
Fund supported Extended Schools 
Programme where “Schools for the 
future” investment is attached to 
embracing extended schools approach.  
But will be for schools/local education 
authority and lottery distributors to 
implement. 

16.   As funding may cover revenue and 
capital spend, projects should indicate 
how they will continue once revenue 
grant stops. 

Agree and consistent with approach to 
date.  

17.  Local authorities should designate 
a “play champion”  

Welcome more strategic involvement by 
local authorities who are key to the play 
sector.   The Change for Children 
programme, Children’s Trusts and new 
Directors of Children’s Services are 
relevant, however resourcing is a matter 
for each authority.   

18.  NOF and Government should 
ensure that there is clear responsibility 
for implementing the programme 
nationally and locally and should seek 
to give it a national identity to 
maximise its impact, raise standards 

Agree to recommendation in principle; 
will consider how to take forward a more 
strategic, cross departmental approach 
to play policy. 
 



and promote long-term viability.   
19. NOF should evaluate the impact on 
Children and YP, parents and local 
communities of the play projects they 
fund and also build up a database of 
what works and what does not. 

Agree that monitoring and evaluation is 
essential –  we will work with 
distributors to achieve this.    
 
More broadly we will continue work with 
CPC to spread best practice and promote 
sustainability within context of existing 
contract.   

20. DCMS and DFES should enhance 
their capacity to support the NOF 
programme and to ensure joint support 
for it across government  

Recognise the need to work across 
government to maximise impact of play 
opportunities and to build on other 
programmes (such as the change for 
Children programme; ODPM living spaces 
programme, DH Choosing Health 
programme and existing lottery 
schemes).  
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