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We aresi lleducátionalsoftwaredëvelopetswhb arewtitingtdexpressour.OppOsitioilto theBBC’s
Digital’Cuthculumservice.

Britain is currentlytheworld leaderin prOduäingeducational~oftWareresourceSandwe:believethatthe’
BBC will bepràdticingasérvicéthat isbrOadlysimilarto productsänd1servi~e~thatare alreadyonthe
market.As such,we fail to seehow duplicatingexisting resourcesrepresentsvaluefor moneyfor licence
feepayers

Further,by financingtheservicewith public moneyit appearsthat theBBC is breakingEuropeancompetition
law whichprohibitstheuseofpublic monôyto competeagainstexistingcommercialcompanies.

Thereis evidenceto suggestthattherëpercussioñsforthecornmerôialproducerscouldbe severe.For
instance,two independentreportshavefoundthat if theBBC’s Digital Curriculumis approvedthen3400
million worthoforderscouldbe lost to thecommercialproducers.

Further,the SRUreportconmissioñedby ~heDigital LearningAlliance (DLA) foundthat in orderto balance
thedamagecausedby theBBC’sproposedplanstheGovernmentwould haveto provide3800million ofring
fencedfunding. As suchtheproposedelectronicLearningCredit for Englandwould beinadequate.

Theefi~ctof theBBC’sDigital Curriculumcouldbethat therewould be fewer companiesproducingfewer
educationalproductsand services,thusresultmgm arestnctedchoicem themarketplace

WearealsoconCernedbytheBBC’sgrowingpbliy ofpromotingmany ofitsperipheraloperationsbetween
prime’timeBBCtelevision~áiidradioprOgrams; anoptionthatis not availabletO anycommercialcompany.

In conclusionwebelievethattheBBC’s intent is to createamonopolyandwefear that it would consequently
abuseitsdOminaxtpositionto thedetrimentof ëonirnercialproduces,licencefeepayersandmost.importantly,
theusersofEducationalSoftwareResources.

Yourssincerely,

Wm.ThomasPeny C.GaynorPerry


