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‘We are smiall educatlonal soﬂware deveIopers who are wr1t1ng to express our opp051t10n to the BBC‘ DN
Digital Curriculomrservice. - '+ 777 . ¢ ' ' S e e e

Britain is currently the world leader in produc‘ing educational software resources and-we believe that the.:
BBC will'be‘producing ‘a service that is-broadly similar to products and'services that are already on'the -
market. As such, we fall to see how duphcatmg ex13t1ng resources represents value for money for licence
feepayers Foaien IR PrlE o e : s ,‘, " :i'i“h o ’,'V:K‘ [ NEESS B SR A

Further by ﬁnancmg the service w1th pubhc money it appears that the BBC is breakmg European competltlon
law wh1ch proh1b1ts the use of public : money to compete agamst ex13t1ng coinmercral compames ‘
There is evidence to suggest that the répercussions for the commerc1a1 producers could be severe. For

instance, two independent reports have found that if the BBC*s Digital Curriculum is approved then 3400
million worth of orders could be lost to the commerc1al producers.

Further, the SRU report commissioned by the Dlgrtal Learning Alliance (DLA) found that in order to balance
the damage caused by the BBC*s proposed plans the Government would have to provide 3800 million of ring
fenced fundmg As such the propo sed electromc Learmng Credlt for England would be madequate |

The effect of the BBC‘s D1g1tal Currlculum could be that there would be fewer companies producmg fewer
educatlonal pro ducts and serv1ces thus resultmg na restrlcted ch01ce in the market place

We'are also concerned by the BBC‘s growmg po]1cy of promotmg many of its perlpheral operatlons between
prime time BBC- television-afid radio programis, an option that’is not available t6-any commercial cotnpany.

In conclusion we believe that the BBCs intent is to create a monopoly and we fear that it would consequently
abuse its dominant position to-the detriment: of commercial produces; licence fee payers and most.importantly,
the users of Educational Software Resources.

Yours sincerely,

Wm.Thomas Perry C.Gaynor Perry




