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Equity.
An Equity Responseto theconsultationon the newBBC Digital Service

Application (BBC THREE)

Equity, astheunionrepresenting37,000actors,singers,dancersandother
performersworkingin theIlK, wehavea stronginterestin theproposals
outlinedin theBBC’s applicationforBBC Threeasit will havea directeffect
on thework availablefor ourmembers.

2. After consideringtheapplicationin full, Equity largelywelcomestheoutlined
proposals.However,wewould welcomeconfirmationthatthenewchannel
will not leadto a deteriorationoftherangeandquality ofprogrammingon
BBC 1 and2 asaresultofthisnewcommitmentto BBC Three. We cannot
buthavesomedoubtsthattheBBC is ableto affordto resourcethesenew
channelswithoutsomedetrimentalaffect onthetwo terrestrialchannels.
While themajorityofviewerschoosenot to switchto digital, it is importantto
maintaininvestmentin programmingon thosechannelsnot specifically:
digital.

3. Wenotethatthechannelwill beprimarily targetedatyoungadults,principally
thoseaged25 — 34, althoughit is expectedto also attractviewersat eitherside
of that agerange,andthatit is to replaceeveningscheduleon BBC Choice.
Equitywelcomesthedecisionto makethechannelalmostawholly
entertainmentanddramabasedchannel(only 15%of schedulingwill betaken
up by otherfactualgenres),andthat90%oftheoutputis homegrownin the
UK andaround80%is newlycommissionedfor thechannel.As you aresure
to beaware,thistypeofprogrammingis asignificantsourceofemployment
for ourmembersandweareencouragedby this decision.

4. Additionally, Equity welcomestheBBC’scontinuedcommitmentto high
quality, originalprogrammingthat will beincorporatedinto its outside
Londonandthe SouthEastcommitment.

5. Equity is particularlyinterestedin thecommitmentsmadeto developingnew
talentaspartoftheoriginal,highquality andinnovativeprogrammingplanned
for the channel.A commitmentto “promotingnewtalentwith risk taking and
innovativeprogramming”is certainlyencouraging.Equitywelcomesany
decisiontakenby theBBC producingnew,innovativeandhomegrown
entertainmentanddramaprogrammesusingbothestablishedandnewon
screentalent. Ourmembersaremainly likely to be involved in the
entertainmentanddramaprogrammingwhich, wenote,will constitute85%of
theprogramming.
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6. We acknowledgethecommitmentin theapplicationthat entertainment
programmeswill focusoncreatingnewshowsandon genresrarelytackledby
commercialchannels,suchashomegrownscriptedcomedy. This decisionnot
to recyclearchivematerialandfocuson developingnewprogrammeswill
ensurethatnewperformersaregiventheopportunityto establishthemselves.
This is recognisedin theapplicationby theproposalfor BBC Threeto actasa
showcasefor on screennewtalent.

7. Thedramaprogrammingoutlinesaresimilarly welcome. Our memberswill
benefitfrom thecommitmentto high quality, well-funded(p28),original and
challengingdrama.Wenotewith interestthecommitmentfor thechannelto
actasaforumfor establishedstarsto try newthingsaswell asto work
alongsidenewtalent. However,webelievethisproposalshouldnotbe
restrictedonly to BBC Threeandshouldextendto all BBC channels.

8. While Equity largelywelcomestheproposals,wedo haveconcernsaboutthe
vaguenessofthesecommitmentsandwould requestthattheBBC provide
detailedplansoutlining howtheseaimswill bemet. We notethat the
proposalsidentif~’six areasfor talentdevelopment(writing, film making,
presenters,animation,comedyandR&B music),aspartoftheirannualtalent
initiative. While thedevelopmentof on screentalentis mentionedelsewhere,
thisspecific annualinitiativemakesno mentionofperformers.Page38 (5.7)
oftheproposaldoesidentif~’actorsandpresentersamongstthenewtalent,but
weareconcernedthattheBBC hasnot outlinedhowtheyintendto develop
andsupportestablishedandnewperformers.Theapplicationmakesa
significantcommitmentto newdramaandentertainmentandwewould
thereforearguethat it is essentialfor specificentranceandtrainingschemes
for performersto be identifiedby theproposals.

9. Wealsonotethatthe commitmentto recruitingnewtalentfrom all
backgrounds(p42). Equity hopesthiswill not only meanregardlessofrace,
sex,ageorsexuality,butalsofrom acrosstheUnitedKingdom asawhole. As
theprogrammingfor BBC Threewill be multi-ethnic,multicultural,
representativeofthenationsandregions,thisshouldtranscendto those
supportedasnew,orestablished,onscreentalent. Again, webelievethis
commitmentshouldnotbeuniqueto BBC Threeandshouldapplyto all BBC
channels.

10. We understandfrompage21 that Oliver & OhibaumAssociatesestimatethat
a short-terminjection ofmorethan£80mis neededto supportUK independent
production,whichcouldin turn increasetheamountof indigenousprogramme
supply to themarket. Equitybelievesthatthis investment(if providedby
BBC Three)shouldincludearecognitionofthecontributionofon-screen
talentto programming,andthatthatrecognitionshouldbe includedin any
calculationsmadefor investment.

11. Finally, Equitywouldweh~omethecommitmentfrom theDepartmentof
Culture,Mediaand Sportthat, if theproposalsareaccepted,BBC Threeis
evaluatedin a year’stime againsttheaimssetout in theirapplication. The
plansareambitious,butwelcomeandit is thereforeimportantthattheBBC
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meetsits commitments,especiallyin the absenceofgreaterdetailsin their
original application.

OnbehalfofEquity:Kelly Wiffen, ResearchandParliamentaryOfficer 020 7670 0260
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