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TessaJowell, MP
SecretaryofState
DepartmentofCulture,MediaandSport
2—4 CockspurStreet
LondonSWIY 5DH

DearSecretaryofState

Tuesday,09 July 2002

BBC Digital Curriculum

I would like to takethis oppoi~tunityto respondonbehalfofEquity to theBBC’s

proposalafor a licencefeefundeddigital curriculumservice.

Wenotethatthis servicewill constituteamajorinvestmentfortheBBC, andthatthe
sourceofthat investmentwill solelyarisefromthelicencefee. Unsurprisingly,weare
concernedthatthis mayresultin theunnecessarydiversionof fundsawayfrom the
BBC’scorefl,iiictions. If dramaprogrammingfor example,wasto compete”formonies
with thisnewservice,if approvedby yourself~,it is likely to begivenpriority andwe
wouldwant to seeaguaranteefrom theBBC thatinvestmentin its corefunctions,suchas
therangeandqualityofprogramming,will be maintained.

Additionally, wenotethatundercontentcategories(3.2),neitherdancenordramaare
includedwithin non-coresubjects.While weappreciatethesewould beimpossible
subjectsto teachvia theservice,wewould hopeto seethesesubjectsequallypromotedas
viablecareeroptionsfor children.

Otherwiseweconsiderthat theseproposalsareawholly worthwhiledevelopmentand
agreethatthe serviceis anessentialfacetin tl~ecurrenteducationalenvirpnnt.
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