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BETTER ENGAGEMENT VITAL FOR GOOD POLICY MAKING
Academics and policy makers have a healthy level of engagement and goodwill, but more needs to be done to strengthen the relationship to ensure informed, evidence-based policy making.

This is the message from the Council for Science and Technology (CST), the Prime Minister’s top-level science advisory body in a report commissioned by John Denham Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills. 
The report, published today, found that there is a great deal of good will between academics and policy makers. It recognised that much had already been achieved through the Government investing in a world-class science base, appointing Chief Scientific Advisors in Government departments and clearly committing to evidence based policy.
However, the report identified four areas for improvement: 

· The working relationships between academics and policy-makers need to be more professional. 
· There is some ignorance on both sides of what good engagement can deliver, and both sides can fail to value the relationship.

· Both sides needing to better appreciate the constraints that each is operating under - and not just time pressures, though these can be important. They need to keep open dialogue going throughout and mutual trust is crucial.
· Both sides needing to recognise ways to value the relationship based on beneficial outcomes.  Creative solutions are needed from both sides. 
Mr Denham said: 
“The Council for Science and Technology have identified some interesting areas where government and academics can work more closely together. The report addresses a key component of getting evidence based advice into all levels of Government. I look forward to working with the Council, towards implementing their recommendations on this important issue.”
CST co-chair Professor Dame Janet Finch said:

"We have encountered a real desire from both academics and policy makers to engage with us during the development of this report.”

“We hope that this goodwill will provide the impetus to overcome the inhibitors to engagement so that informed, evidence based policies can be developed in the future."

Notes to editors:

1. The Council for Science and Technology is an independent top level advisory body on science and technology issues giving advice to the Prime Minister and the First Ministers of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The members are appointed by the Prime Minister. 
2. The CST makes recommendations to both Government and academia on building the relationship and communication, building the capacity to engage more productively, and valuing and rewarding engagement. For more information see http://www.cst.gov.uk/
3. A copy of the report is also available at http://www.cst.gov.uk/
4. For media enquiries, please contact Rhys Stacker in the DIUS press office on 0203 300 8105.
