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9 March 2007

Dear Secretary of State

SCIENCE BUDGET
I am writing to you to express the concerns of the Council for Science and Technology following the announcement that the Science Budget has been reduced by £98 millions.
We recognise the tremendous support this Government has given to the science base over the last ten years, and your commitment to the 10-year science and investment framework.  

However, we have real concerns on the actions you have taken, and for two reasons.
First, it is a clear breach of the ring-fence which protects the science budget. This ring-fence is of vital importance if the longer-term economic and societal gains from Government investing in scientific research are not to be sacrificed to short-term financial needs, no matter how pressing those may be. This risks sending a signal, both within the UK science community and internationally, that science is no longer one of the Government’s top priorities. We are sure that this is not the case. 
Our second concern is that these actions penalise Research Councils for good budgetary management, something which Government rightly recognises as being of very great importance. It would be unfortunate if the reward for strategic management of research budgets were seen to be simply an increased risk of the budgets concerned being reduced by Ministers. 
We do recognise that such a decision would not have been taken lightly, but nevertheless the messages it sends - both in terms of setting a precedent and being seen to penalise good budget management – do give us real cause for concern, and may damage inward international recruitment.
We would have very strong concerns indeed if there were breaches of the ring fence in the future. We hope you will be able to offer us some assurances on this point.

We are copying this letter to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor and Malcolm Wicks; and to Sir David King and Sir Keith O’Nions.
Yours sincerely
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Professor Janet Finch
co-Chair CST 
on behalf of the Council for Science and Technology
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