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AGEING UK INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS URGENT ATTENTION
Oversight of the UK’s infrastructure – transport, energy, water and communications – must change according to a new independent report published today.
The Council for Science and Technology (CST), the Prime Minister’s top-level science advisory body, found that the national infrastructure (NI) has undergone major changes in the last fifty years but that the Government’s response has not kept pace.
The study ‘A national infrastructure for the 21st century’ concludes that recent developments in information and communications technologies means they now underpin the operation of the other older sectors like water. This interconnected NI leads to failures in one part having a direct and damaging knock-on effect in others.
The report’s main findings are that:
· Government needs to appoint an advisory body to help it deliver a clear and consistent vision for the future of the NI;
· Government needs to decide which Department should take overall lead for the NI and tackle the current silo-based approach - no-one currently has the responsibility for it as a whole;
· The lead department, working closely with Cabinet Office and the new advisory body should set out a vision and priority actions to enhance the resilience of the NI by 2010
Project Leader Sir Mark Walport said:
"A high quality national infrastructure is essential for supporting economic growth and productivity, attracting globally mobile businesses to the UK, and promoting social well-being.
“There are significant vulnerabilities, capacity limitations and parts of the national infrastructure nearing the end of their useful life. 

”The stakes are high. Failure to develop and implement a vision for our infrastructure will mean the UK falls behinds its competitors, loses out both economically and socially, and could miss its carbon reduction targets”.
The report suggests that either the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), Treasury or Cabinet Office should be appointed to act as lead department in implementing these recommendations. It also calls on Government departments, Regulators, Research Councils and bodies like the Technology Strategy Board to incentivise infrastructure operators to connect better to the science and engineering base. This could see them develop innovative solutions using previously untapped expertise and technology.
Responding on behalf of Government, Lord Peter Mandelson said:

“The CST proposal for an independent stakeholder group in order to improve our national infrastructure and boost the business and investment environment is now under active consideration by government. Making government more strategic and coherent is the key challenge addressed in our policy paper - New Industry, New Jobs.”
Notes to editors
1. The Council for Science and Technology is the Government’s top level independent advisory body on science and technology issues, giving advice to the Prime Minister and the First Ministers of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The members are appointed by the Prime Minister. 
2. It is co-Chaired by Professor John Beddington, the Government’s Chief Scientific Advisor, and Professor Dame Janet Finch, Vice-Chancellor of Keele University.
3. A copy of the report is available at http://www.cst.gov.uk/ 
4. The National Infrastructure (NI) referred to in the report is transport, energy, water and communications, i.e. those infrastructures that move key resources around the UK and provide our global links. The five sectors of infrastructure that have not been included (finance, food, government and public services, health and emergency services) are to a greater or lesser extent, dependent on  the others even though they are important.
5. For media enquiries only, please contact Matt Barker in the GO-Science press office on 020 7215 5946.
