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Warning

This talk is not for traditionalists



Challenges of the 21st Century

• Globalisation
• Communications and media
• New technology
• Migration
• Environmental change
• Changing social and family structures
• Inequality



Life Chances



Mortality rates per 100,000 men aged 20-64, by skill-
based occupational classification, England and Wales, 

1991-3
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Probability of multiple deprivation at 30 years, by birth SES, 
1970 Cohort Study 
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Relative cognitive shifts, 22m to 10y
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Source: Feinstein, L. (2003) ‘Inequality in the Early Cognitive Development of British Children in the 1970 Cohort’, Economica (70) 277, 73-97



Relative cognitive shifts, 7 -11, by 
SES, 1958 Cohort 

Source: Feinstein, L. ‘Schools and Educational Attainment’, Oxford Review of Economic Policy, (in press)
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Cognitive Percentile: 
Decile 10 / Decile 1 (Fixed factor)
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Conceptual model for family 
influences on child development

Key features 
of the family

• Parental 
cognitions
• Mental health and 
well-being
•Physical health
•Family relations
• Resources

Proximal 
family 
processes

• Parenting  
quality
• Home learning

Outcome

Child 
develop-
ment

Distal family 
factors

• Family structure
• Family size
• Age of mother
• Income & 
poverty
• Occupation 
/SES
• Employment / 
working hours
• Education
• Housing



Child capabilities



Predicted changes in probability of not obtaining Level 4; by age 10 
capabilities, men
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Probability of being in workless household with children at 
age 30
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Source: Feinstein, L. and Bynner, J. (Dec 2003), ‘The benefits of assets in childhood as protection against adult social exclusion: the relative 
effects of financial, human, social and psychological assets’,  Note to HM Treasury. 



Predicted changes in probability of offending; by age 10 capabilities, men
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Cognitive 
functioning

Social and 
communication 

skills

Executive 
function

Beliefs and 
self-concepts

Emotional
development

A dynamic model of learning and development

Skill with 
tools



Targeting support



Probability of multiple deprivation in 
adulthood by childhood risk at age 10
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Risk continuity: Multiple adult 
deprivation age 30, BCS



School



What outcomes do adults want?

• Economic productivity
• Social mobility
• Social justice
• Citizenship
• Social cohesion
• Global sustainability
• Moral development
• The realisation of potential



Mathematics

Drama

Media 
studies

Food 
sciences

ART

English 
literature Literacy

Politics

Medicine
PSHE

Science
Foreign 
Languages

Sport

History

Car 
mechanics

Business studies

Sexual 
health

Music

Journalism

Nursing

Architecture

Law

ICT

Religious 
studies

Geography
Hairdressing

Circle time

Show and tell

Dance

Volunteering

Discipline
The natural world

Astronomy

Film-making

Citizenship

Public 
administration

Driving
Design

Plumbing

There is a lot to learn, know and 
do

Craft
s

Information 
managemen
t

Research skills

Critical 
thinking

Economic
s

Engineering

Conservatio
n

Time 
management

Fashio
nBiochemistry

Hygiene

Play

Interpersonal 
relationships

Classics
Social 
science

Psychology

Neuroscience

Accountancy

Parenting skills

Customer awareness
Problem solving

Team working

Self-
management

Entrepreneurship

Caring

Learning to 
learn

Career
s Engagement in 

learningCycling

Public speaking

Finance Clothing & textiles

Anger management

Diet & nutrition

Philosophy
Self-control

Britishness

Project 
work



What happens 0-19?
• Skill training
• Identity formation
• Relationships
• Life events
• Biological maturation
• Learning
• Qualifications
• Choices
• Experience of life



School governance and structures

• It’s not just about schools - learning 
communities (pre-schools, HE, firms, 
youth clubs etc..)

• Professionalisation – not imposed change
• Progressive universalism
• The great benefits of peer to peer teaching
• Personalisation - centering the system 

around the child



Personalisation - centering the 
system around the child

• Supporting the agency of children and YP
• Self-referral to diverse range of opportunities
• Curriculum choice (within-school choice)
• Formative assessment
• Opportunity structures (ladders and bridges –

studio time)
• Continuity of care
• The school at the heart of the community



A possible primary school structure

3 core studies 
each year plus 
2 projects from 

diverse set

KS1 curriculum

Y4

Y6
Y5

Y3
KS1

SENIT/mediaNumLit

Class teaching

1:1 tuition, peer-peer teaching, 
cross-age groupings



Curriculum

• 2/3 locally determined
• Child and parent and school agency
• Ladders and bridges
• Review and mentoring
• Depends on local capacity
• New kinds of teachers required 

(specialists) in a broader array of 
structures and contractual mechanisms 



My curriculum for my son

• Rhyme
• Reason
• Tools
• Voice 
• Movement

• Community 
• Law
• Science
• Music
• Art
• Languages
• History
• Etc….

KS1: KS2:


