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Please find attached the Fawcett Soclely's respanse to AMabiong! Afcohol Harm Reduchion
Strategy consultation document.

Faweett welcornes the Government's commitment to developing stralegies for deallng with
problems asscciated wilh alcohal misuse, The effectivenass of the Strategy will largely depend
or how it responds to the neads of women such as offenders and victims of violence who
experience major problems with alcokel misuse, In this regard, we have outhned issues on
wamen’s alcohol consumption, which we would like the Department of Heaith to consider.

Should you need more information pilease contact Mamues Siyunyi-Siluwe on
Mamusa@iawcettsoriety,org.uk or telephane 020 7253 2504,

Yours sincerely

Or Katherine Rake
Director

Fawecett Sacicty, 1-3 Berry Street, Lordan EC1W fifiA Tol: 020 7253 2568 Fax: 020 72532 25849
www fawecttsoclety org.uk; www.equalcilizen.org.uk
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been as developed. As a rosult most female offenders with alcohol
problems have not recsived help with detoxifleation or education,

There is  marked correlation between alcohal fonsumption and womean's
victimisation, Womepn who report heing Eexually abused in childhood are
ustally more likely than other women to exXperience alcoho| rafaterd
problems.  Also, womien who experience viglence in adulthoad especial
from their partners tend ia turn to aleoho! abyce.

Violence and abuse js CoMmMon amangst wamen Involved in relationships
With a parlner abusing alcohal, Studies have found that for a large
proportion of domestic violence casas the offenders werp repoited ko be
undar the influence of the alcohol.

Generally, the Lountry has seen ap upsurge &f viclence against wamen
and alcohol has been ldentified as a risk factor According to the instityte
of Alcohol Studies, alcohol has bea linked to the Incidence of zaxual
asgault and rape with studios estimating that 57 Per cent of men conviclted
of these affences had being drinking alcohol prior to the attack. A number
of victims of sexual or physical assauft are themselves under the influcnea
of alcohol at the time of the crime.

Thers iz a cloge relationship betwean alcohol dependency and mental
health problams, Research suggests that women with alcohal sroblems
usually have rmantal health problems including depression, phoble apd
Panic disarder, self-harm and lealing swicidal.

Recommendations

In view of the above, Fawcett recommends that gender Specific intervention
shauld farm an integral part of tha Nationa) Alcohol Harmm Reduction Strategy.
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The national strategy should inejude femate offenders ang womeh who arg
victims of viglence as groups that are most at risk of alcohal abuse,

Intervention myst target wvarious groups of wamen at risk of rientks) jl)
health including female offenders and victims of domestic violenre.,

It is critical te snsure that alcoho! treatment and rmental health saryices
are effectivaly linked. Co-ordlnation of agenciag should be supported by
comprehensive  role accountabillty mechanisms and  improved
communication ko ensuro g clear understanding of Joint-weorking gmongst
staff,

There is need for 3 womprehensive anatysis of existing services far ateohgl
harm reduction ang what works. Information shauld be obtained or what
Iinterventions different grodps  af women  with alcohel problems findg
effective including women wha are indirectly affecran due to drinking of
their partners.

Alcohol therapy services should be flexible ang responsive to women's
needs such childrare and promotion of self-asteem and EMpowerment,




