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This Authority at its Cabinet meeting an ¢ January considered the consultation document.
In dving 50 they were briefed by a report from the Drugs, Substance and Alzohol Woarking
Group that comprises officara from all departments and is chaired by myself a5 the lead
corporate officser. The relevar Cabinet member with a brief for srong and safe
communities is also a member.

The discussion at Cabinet was lengthy and lively. A range of comments in bullet point form
are attached to this letter for your information, but the key strategic points agreed are as
joilows.

a) An holislic approach to drugs, substance and aleohal misuse needs to be adopted.
Durham County Council, in establishing the Working Group mentianed eatier in the
letter, has racoegnhised inter relationships between a range of departmenis, that are
essential if solutions and a defiverable action plan, ars to be produced.
Consequently, services engaged in leisure and culture, econemic development,
conslUmer protection and trading standards, as well as education, sociat services and
treatment agencies, are crilical to this appraach.

8)] Therefore action plans should be ca-ordinated, for alcghol misuse is arguakly
responsible for considerable levels of social and famlly dislocation, and is
inexdricably linked to substance and drugs misuse.

3} The Stratagy suggests a cross cutting approach. However, we woldd wish to see a
greater input to the action plan preparation from certain departments of state — DTI,
DFES, DCMS. As the draft notes, health issuses are frequently he symptom and ngt
the cause,

di Local Authorities are well placed, because of their broad sanvice responsibilitizs to
develop actions congistent with broad strategies. They are key to Drug Action Teams
and Crime Reduction Partnarships and lead on a ranga of [oeal initiatives. Durham
County Gouncil has been invastigating, in recent months, the “samier bag culiure',
particularly among young pecple wheraby alcohol, often bootlegged, is the critical
determinant in anli social behaviour and heaith problems.
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The draft recognises cultural and bohavioural issuss. Durham County Council
believes these are fundamental to understanding the distinctive British approach 1o
drirk. [t would be helpfut to learn further from other cultures, particularly our
European neighbaurs, about this issue.

There has to be an hanest assessment about contradictory approaches to alcohal
consumption, On the one hand there is concem aboul heaith, anti-social behaviour
and crime, Equally the Exchequer benefits from increasing tax revenue and
economic regeneration policies almost always have a leisure dimension that
invariably includes the ‘party city' appreach 1o recreation.

In the same way that cigarette markating is regulated, it is considered alcohol

. advertising should be reviewed, particularly that targeled al young people. Also,

sponsorship deals for high profile sporting events and designer clothing requires
examination,

Changes in licensing laws could materially assist in combating binge drinking during

& short period. However, the Council belisveas licensing authorities are in a position
ta influence lacal practics, particularly in relation Lo pricing policies (happy hours,
special oflers, two tor the price of onel, and promotional activities. Clearly, the low
cost of aleohal per unlt, aggressively promoted by drinking establishments,
encoLrages consumption. it is considered local authorities should be aclively
encouraged to undertake this proactive approach.

Central to any succassful strategy will be the Alcchel industry ilself. Whilst being a
major part of the economy, the sector nopetheless has social and maral
responsibilifies. Therafore rapresentation of the industry must be centrally involved
in the nex stage of stratagy preparation.

Inevitably, resources will be required. As local authgrities, through the various
services provided, ars central to delivering any strategy. i is important SDPM play
their part, and this wark is reflected in future FSS sattioments for lecal ggvernment,

I trust these comments will be helpful and if | can be of further assistance, plaase advise.

urs smcarehr,
cﬁﬂ

Director.



It is important that Performance Management targets are introduced for
Alcohol Treatment services. Targets are only in place for Drugs Treatment
services at the moment.

Alcohol industry should be involved in addressing the problem of marketing,
licensing, pricing etc of the product.

There should be a focus on providing environments/ facilities/activities for
young people which do not involve alcohol.

Address the aggressive marketing of young people; media advertising; and
sponsorship deals with high profile sports and designer clothing.

There is a need to address the contradiction of maintaining tax revenue from
alcohol versus addressing alcohol misuse problems.

Excessive taxation results in bootlegging which increases supply, especially
to young people. The recent relaxation on import of alcohol has also
increased supply.

Why do people drink excessively? What are the social and peer group
factors? These questions need to be considered before you can propose
solutions.

There is a passing mention of international experience, but learning about
how other cultures have avoided the problem in the first place or dealt with it,

and the formal research arising from these experiences needs to be given
more prominence.

There is no mention of the responsibility of employers, especially in raising
awareness of alcohol related issues.

There is only a passing reference to the links with domestic violence. This
needs to be strengthened.

The links with related strategies should be more prescriptive.

The area of prevention in relation to young people is neglected e.g. are
drinking habits susceptible to change if alternative ‘normalising’ agents are
put in place as an alternative attraction.

The consultation does not seem to have engaged other government
departments as full partners, although clearly there are links to the work of
DfES, DfT and DCMS, which have key roles in this through education,
transport, the media, and libraries as mediated information resources.



