Interoperability News (June 2008)
The Chief Technology Officer (CTO) Council was set up by the Chief Information Officer (CIO) Council to bring together CTOs from across the public sector to create the principal intergovernmental forum tasked with improving government practices related to the design, interoperability, development, modernisation, reuse, sharing, performance and efficient use of IT resources.  The CTO Council’s work has been divided among Domain Teams.

Following publication of the cross Government Enterprise Architecture (xGEA) reference model, the CTO Council is working on a strategy framework document that will set out the policies and principles supporting the xGEA.  The framework will expose the work underway around the Council’s clearing house process to encourage public sector reuse through the definition of exemplars drawn from within government.

The strategy framework document will build on the success of the e-Government Interoperability Framework (e-GIF) and contextualise some of the standards currently in use, such as those contained in the Government Data Standards Catalogue and the e-Government Metadata Standard (e-GMS).

The new strategy framework will be released for consultation once finalised.  It will then become the up to date source of information relating to public sector interoperability principles, effectively updating and expanding upon e-GIF.
The Public Sector Information Domain Team is primarily responsible for drawing together an architecture based Information Management Strategy and providing information based enablers to aid improved interoperability.  It has set up two cross-government working groups to focus on data and metadata standards – the Data Standards Working Group and the Metadata and Vocabularies Working Group.

The National Archives now has responsibility for e-GMS policy with the support of the new Metadata and Vocabularies Working Group.  The group is working to take forward understanding of the various information standards, controlled vocabularies and taxonomies in use across the UK public sector.  Its work will identify the benefits and purpose of each asset, helping to promote reuse.  The group is also looking at a selection of customer journeys and highlighting the positive effects that these assets may have on delivery of citizen focussed services.

The Data Standards Working Group is tasked with refreshing government data standards (GDS).  It is currently looking at proposals and requests for change relating to person description and will subsequently move on to location description.

Consultations will continue to be managed through the GovTalk website.
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