Social Investment Wholesale Bank consultation
How to respond 

We are happy to receive replies by post or by email. Please send responses to: 

SIWB Consultation
Social Enterprise and Finance Team
Office of the Third Sector
2nd Floor, Admiralty Arch
The Mall London SW1A 2WH 

Email: siwbconsultation@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk 

Please respond by 7 October 2009 

Questionnaire 
1. Do you agree with the vision for a Social Investment Wholesale Bank (SIWB) set out in this consultation?
 
Enter answer here
2. Do you agree with the economic case as it is set out, and do you have further evidence, case studies or detail in its favour or evidence to the contrary? To what extent does the evidence suggest problems are short term (for example, linked to the immaturity of the market or perceptions) or intractable?
 
Enter answer here
3. There are five potential functions for the Bank outlined in this consultation:
• a champion for sustainable social investment;
• raising capital;
• investing and providing capital;
• market-making; and
• advisory services.
Are these an appropriate response to best address the problems identified? If so, why? If not, why not and what are the alternatives?
 
Enter answer here
4. Each potential function will have costs and benefits over time (both direct and indirect, social and financial). What is your view about these costs and benefits, and what evidence is there to back this up?
 
Enter answer here
5. Should advisory services for front-line third sector organisations and social investment intermediaries accompany the provision of capital or be provided separately?
Enter answer here
 
6. When raising capital, what combination of social and financial risks and returns would be attractive to investors? What evidence is there that the Bank could attract investment on these terms, from whom and through which investment products?
 
Enter answer here
7. When providing capital, what combination of social and financial risks and returns would the Bank offer? What evidence is there that the Bank could make investments on these terms, to whom and through which investment products?
 
Enter answer here
8. Which combination of functions would be most effective and deliver best value for money?
 
Enter answer here
9. Do you agree that eligibility should be based on potential social and environmental impact, rather than defined by legal or organisational form? If so, would it be necessary to ensure that the Bank ultimately supported a diverse range of enterprises, for example small, black and minority ethnic-led and rural projects?
 
Enter answer here
10. This consultation suggests that the mission of the Bank could be to create social and environmental value through increasing investment for a social or environmental purpose. How do you think the mission of the Bank should be defined?
 
Enter answer here
11. Do you agree that the SIWB would need to be flexible and adaptable to address evolving issues as the market develops? How could it be ensured that the Bank would respond appropriately to the evolving market?
Enter answer here
 
12. How best could the Bank be structured and owned in order to deliver its functions and meet its mission?
Enter answer here 
13. Under what circumstances could an SIWB carry out activities itself, rather than being limited to financing and offering support to others?
Enter answer here
 
14. Do you agree that the Bank should seek to report transparently against a ‘triple bottom line’ of social, environmental and financial value? What ideas do you have for how this could be achieved?
Enter answer here
 
15. Do you agree that the Bank would not distort competition to an extent contrary to the common interest if it followed the guidelines set out in this consultation? What mechanisms or safeguards could be put in place to ensure this, while still enabling the Bank to effectively carry out its mission and functions?
Enter answer here
 
16. How would you make a robust assessment of the necessary financial requirements over time of an SIWB, and what evidence is there to back this
up?
Enter answer here
 
17. The Government recognises uncertainties around the capacity and willingness of the third sector’s demand for finance. How could the risk of this undermining the success of the Bank be mitigated?
 
Enter answer here
18. Do you agree with the principles for the design of an SIWB outlined in this consultation?
Enter answer here
For questions on the consultation please contact:

Social Enterprise and Finance Team OTS
Admiralty Arch South, The Mall, London SW1A 2WH
Telephone: 0207 276 6066/7

