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culture, media an¢ Brozdeasiing
and sport
Dear Colleague, 14 November 2008

Re. Proposed Amendments to Regulations 2, 5 and 8 of the Electronic
Communications Code (Conditions And Restrictions) Regulations 2003 (S.1.
2003/ 2553)

The Electronic Communications Code (‘the Code’) is set out in Schedule 2 to the
Telecommunications Act 1884, as amended by the Communications Act 2003 (“the
2003 Act?).

The Code is a set of legislative and regulatory rules designed to facilitate the
installation and maintenance of electronic communications networks or electronic
communications services by operators of such networks.

Persons who desire to benefit from having the Code must apply to Ofcom. The
Code is applied to someone (other than the Secretary of State or any Northern
Ireland department) by a direction given by Ofcom under section 106 of the 2003 Act
after a consideration of the application. Once applied the beneficiary is commonly
referred to as a ‘Code Operator’.

The only purpose for which the Code may be applied to a person’s case is the
provision by him of an electronic communications network or a system of conduits
which he is making available, or proposing to make available, for use by providers of
electronic communications networks for the purposes of the provision by them of
their networks (section 106(5) of the 2003 Act). The application of the Code may
relate to specific places or localities or the provision of particular networks or conduit
systems or parts of networks or conduit systems (section 106(5) of the 2003 Act).

The Code has effect in all cases and circumstances subject to the conditions and
restrictions in the Electronic Communications Code (Conditions and Restrictions)
Regulations 2003, Sl. No 2003/2553 (“the 2003 Regulations”). The 2003
Regulations came into force in October 2003 following a consultation by the
Department for Trade and Industry (DTI) with Ofcom and interested organisations
and bodies.

The conditions and restrictions pertain, in the main, to requirements for consultation
with and notification to highway and planning authorities in circumstances as
specified in the 2003 Regulations.
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Under Section 109 of the 2003 Act the Secretary of State has the power to make
regulations setting out these conditicns and restrictions following consultation with
Ofcom and others. The Secretary of State when making conditions and restrictions
regulations must have regard, amongst other considerations, to the need to protect
the environment, and Ofcom’s general duties to fulfil Community obligations. These
duties include furthering the interests of consumers in relevant markets by promoting
competition.

The Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (formerly the DTI)
would like to obtain the views of interested parties on the proposed amendments to
Regulations 2, § and 8 of the Electronic Communications Code (Conditions and
Restrictions) Regulations 2003:

1. Regulation 2 - Interpretation

Regulation 2 defines expressions used in the Regulations. There is one definition
that needs to be added to provide greater clarity of an area referred to in the
Regulations another which needs changing to correct a technical fault, two which
need updating to reflect current designations and two typographical errors that need
to be amended.

Amendments

a) Add definition for area of outstanding natural beauty

b) Omit definition of English Nature

c) For “national park” substitute “National Park™

d) Add definition of Natural England

e) Omit the definition of the “the New Forest”; and

f) For “a national park authority” substitute “a National Park authority”

Proposal: BERR will complete the above amendments and include the proposed
definitions.

2. Regulation 5 - Installation of Electronic Communications Apparatus
Regulations 5(1) and 5(3) both refer to periods of ‘one calendar month’.
Amendments

This is defective drafting as Schedule 1 to the Interpretation Act 1978 defines
“month” as a calendar month. Accordingly the Joint Committee on Statutory
Instruments requires the word “calendar” to be removed.

Proposal: BERR will remove the word ‘calendar’ which appears in regulations 5(1)

and (3) in compliance with the Joint Committee’s determination.

3. Regulation 8 - Protected Areas
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Code Operators who intend to install electronic communications apparatus in
Protected Areas must give written notice to those bodies that have responsibility for
planning and heritage matters.

Protected Areas are currently defined in the ‘2003 Regulations’ to include a national
park, the New Forest, the Broads, a limestone pavement area, a national nature
reserve, a site of special scientific interest, and an area of special scientific interest
or marine nature reserve.

Under the previous regulatory regime the Code was applied by way of a licence
under the Telecommunications Act 1984. Where appropriate, licences also
contained exceptions and conditions relating to the application of the Code. One of
the conditions achieved the same effect as regulation 8 but a reference to an area
designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) was listed alongside
‘National Park, National Nature Reserve, National Scenic Area, Limestone Pavement
Area, Area of Special Scientific Interest, Site of Special Scientific Interest, Marine
Nature Reserve, Natural Heritage Area or the Broads.

There are no references to AONBs in the 2003 Regulations.
Amendments

To list AONBs alongside National Park, the Broads, or a limestone pavement, a
national nature reserve, a site of special scientific interest, an area of special
scientific interest and a marine nature reserve in Regulation 8 of the 2003
Regulations.

Insert definition for national scenic area - the Electronic Communications Code
(Conditions and Restrictions) Regulations 2003 refers to national scenic areas
(NSAs) designated under section 262 C of the Town and Country (Scotland) Act
1972. However, there is no evidence that NSAs were ever formally designated by
Ministers under these powers, rather they were recognised in the planning system
through a series of circulars and directions which make reference to NSAs described
at Part II of the Countryside Commission for Scotland Report “Scotland’s Scenic
Heritage™ published in 1978.

Following the amalgamation of English Nature with elements of the Countryside
Agency and the Rural Development Service the organisation is now known by the
name of Natural England.

Since the 2003 Regulations were made the New Forest has been designated a
National Park and is therefore caught by that definition.

The National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and subsequent
legislation capitalise “National Parks”.

Proposal

To amend Regulation 8(1) (a) to include ‘Areas of Qutstanding Natural Beauty’ as a
Protected Area in which a code operator intending to install electronic
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communications apparatus must give written notice to the planning authority and the
said amendment to Regulation 8 (1) b;

Identify NSAs by making reference to Part |l of the “Scotland’s Scenic Heritage”
publication will correct this technical defect and will have no other implications for the
legislation or its application. This approach to identifying NSAs has already been
used in Regulations providing for payments by the Scottish Ministers from the
Scotland Rural Development Programme. The “Scotland’s Scenic Heritage”
publication is available from the Scottish Natural Heritage website at
http://www.snh.org.uk/publications/on-line/scotlandsscenicareas/

To amend the reference to English Nature to reflect the organisation's new name of
Natural England;

To remove the reference to the New Forest; and
To capitalise “National Park”.

Costs and Benefits

The incorporation of the amendments into the 2003 Regulations is not expected to
impose any disproportionate costs or regulatory burdens on businesses or voluntary
organisations.

QUESTIONS
Responses are sought specifically on the following questions:

1. Do you consider that the amendments will impose additional obligations and
regulatory burdens on Code Operators?

2. Do you consider that Code Operators who install equipment in Protected
Areas will have to introduce measures over and above those currently being
undertaken to preserve the amenity of Protected Areas?

3. Do you consider the amendment to Regulation 8 to be proportionate and in
line with the requirements of the rest of Regulation 87

Impact Assessment (1A)

The key considerations relating to the limited proposal in this consultation is included
in the summary impact assessment at Annex A to signpost the relevant analysis.
Initial assessment has shown that this proposal will have little or no impact on code
operators who install equipment in Protected Areas.

 HOW TO RESPOND
When responding please state whether you are responding as an individual or
representing the views of an organisation. If responding on behalf of an

organisation, please make it clear who the organisation represents and, where
applicable, how the views of members were assembled.
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The closing date for all responses is 19 December.

A response can be submitted by letter, fax or email to:

Shiela Cullen / Trieca Huggins

Department of Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform
Communications and Contents Industries

Department for Business, Enterprise & Regulatory Reform
UG41, 1 Victoria Street

London SW1H OET

Tel: 020 7215 1777 / 1653
Fax: 020 7215 5442
Email: commscode@berr.gsi.gov.uk

A list of those organisations and individuals that this letter has been sent to is at
Annex B. We would welcome suggestions of others who may wish to comment on
the proposed amendments contained in this letter.

STEPHEN A CARTER
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