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REC (08) 1.1

	Regional Economic Council

Terms of reference




Aim

The Regional Economic Council has been established to ensure that the issues and concerns of each region are heard and acted upon across Government.

Objectives

· To share concerns from regions and their businesses on any issues affecting regional economies, and to feed this into Government so that it can inform national policy responses.

· To galvanise regional actors to take coordinated actions required to deal with economic issues impacting on the national economy and protecting and promoting jobs and skills;

· To provide a mechanism for discussion of key thematic issues, regional prioritisation and delivery responses.

· To inform the work of the National Economic Council (NEC) and to consider actions relating to the economy discussed at the fortnightly Council of Regional Ministers (CRM).

Deliverables

Outputs from the Regional Economic Council will include:

· Agreed actions for Government on development and refinement of national policies

· Agreed actions on how regions will individually and collectively respond to economic pressures 

· Regular reports to the National Economic Council on regional economic pressures and planned responses.

Membership

Chairs:

· Chancellor of the Exchequer and Secretary of State for BERR

Members:

· Hazel Blears, Secretary of State for CLG

· Yvette Cooper, Chief Secretary to the Treasury

· Pat McFadden, Minister of State, BERR

· Liam Byrne, Minister of State, Cabinet Office 

· Regional Ministers 

· RDA Chairs 

· Local Authority Leaders 

· The Mayor of London

· Business organisations

· Trades Union
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Timing

The Council will meet quarterly, beginning in November 2008.
10 November 2008
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