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	As of 1st January 2008, under the new methodology data shows average prices over 6-month periods (January - June and July - December), and each sizeband covers a range of consumption.  Previously, the Price Transparency data was for a single point in time (1st January and 1st July), and each sizeband was represented by a single consumption figure.  Details of the old and new sizebands are shown in Annex A. 
	The change of methodology will create a discontinuity within the price series.  We are publishing the new methodology prices within the same tables, with a clear distinction between old and new data.  Whilst prices using the old and new methodologies will not be comparable, the UK ranking and UK price relative to the EU median should be broadly comparable across the old and new data.
	For UK industrial gas and electricity prices, the new collection methodology is identical to that used to compile Tables 3.4.1 and 3.4.2 of Quarterly Energy Prices, so UK price comparisons back to 2004 can be undertaken using data published in those tables.
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