[image: image2.emf]

June 2008 / July 2008 Issue 23

Enterprise Directorate 
Small Firms Consultation Database Update

In this edition

Database news

· Thank You, New Members, Having your Say & Week in Business
      P2
· Your help needed - Exempting Small Business from regulation
      P3
Myth of the Month
· HSE - Myth: Every possible risk needs a safety sign


      P3
Other News

Environment

· BERR - Implementation of the Batteries & Accumulators Directive
      P4
· DEFRA - Consultation on the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) UK
      P5 
Health & Safety

· HSE - The Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Chemicals
      P5
· HSE - Risks from the use of UV tanning equipment (Sunbeds,etc)
      P5
Transport

· DfT - Responses to the EC’s Road Transport Proposals

      P6
Europe
· REACH: Industry urged to pre-register all chemicals by 1-Dec- 2008       P6
· The EIP 2008 : Building Momentum to support SMEs & Innovation
      P7
· Programme for Reducing Administrative Burdens in the EU 

      P7
· The new Enterprise & Industry Magazine



      P8
· Small Business Act: Report on the results of the open consultation 
      P8
· Proposals for further cuts in red tape for construction products
      P8
· Improving the Safety & Environmental performance of vehicles
      P9
Food
· FSA –
The Food Safety Act (Guide for Food Businesses)

      P9
· FSA - Consultation on 'Scores on the Doors' Scheme 


    P10
Other

· BERR - New code to cut more red tape




    P11
· Glover Committee: Improving small firms access to public contracts    P11
Database News

Thank You 
Thank you for taking part in recent Government consultations since the last newsletter. Your contributions ensure that Government ‘thinks small first’ when it develops new regulations and you get to ‘have your say’ at the early stages of policy development.
New Members

Welcome to all the new members of the database who have joined us since the last newsletter. The membership of the Database is growing and we receive applications from small businesses all over the UK wanting to join. If you know of any small business that would like to join then please ask them to complete the on-line registration form at:

http://www.berr.gov.uk/bbf/small-business/regulation-and-tax/consultation/page38032.html 
Having Your Say
Database members have helped Government departments to ‘think small first’ on proposed regulations. Here are a few of the areas you have contributed to:

· BERR - An Independent review of the postal services market was announced by John Hutton, Secretary of State (BERR). Database Members were invited to attend a seminar in London.  
· UKCES - The UK Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES) launched a project to highlight best practice and principles in teaching general work-ready skills. Database members were invited to take part in a study on this.  
· Europe – The European Commission ran a consultation on Late Payments to gauge the views of Small Businesses. The UK had the highest response rate. 
· Europe - Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) - Review of directive 2002/96/EC. Database members were invited to express their opinions on the options in the consultation document. 
Businesses willing to host a policy official – Can you help?

A number of our Database members have recently signed up to our successful Week in Business (WIB) programme which aims to offer a better understanding of the issues that specifically concern your business and small businesses generally. If you would like to take part then please e-mail me at: regulation@berr.gsi.gov.uk. 

Newsletter
The next edition of the newsletter will be the September/ October 2008 edition

Your Help needed – Exempting Small Business from regulation
In March this year, the Government announced in the Budget that from the next Parliament, it will introduce a new approach to regulating small firms (defined as firms with fewer than 20 full time equivalent staff). In the first instance, it will examine whether small firms can be exempted from new regulatory requirements or be subject to simplification of enforcement. In a large number of cases, this will not be possible either for legal or policy reasons. In these circumstances, Departments will seek to work with small firms to design specific approaches for them. The approach taken to consider the needs of small firms will in future be outlined when new legislation is laid before Parliament.

To help us embed this new process with policy officials across Government at the early policy development stage, we need to be able to identify from our Small Firms Database (of which you are a member) those small businesses with fewer than 20 employees.  When your business joined the database, you categorised it as a small business with between 10-49 employees.  I would be grateful if you let me know exactly how many employees your business currently has, so that we are able to populate a new 10-20 employee category.  Please provide the name of your company and the number of employees and e-mail this information to me at: regulation@berr.gsi.gov.uk.
Please be assured that even if your business has over 20 employees, we will still call on you to help develop small business friendly regulations and you will not be removed from the database. Thank you for your continued help.

HSE Myth of the Month

Myth: Every possible risk needs a safety sign
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The reality

· Using too many signs just guarantees no one will read any of them. 

· Safety signs are useful when there’s a significant risk which can't be avoided or controlled in any other way. But that doesn't mean you should add a sign for every possible risk, however trivial. 

· Where there are serious risks in your workplace, don’t just rely on signs - take practical steps to deal with them. If you do need a sign, make sure it has the right symbol and is clearly visible

Environment
BERR - Implementation of the Batteries & Accumulators Directive
BERR has published a second consultation document relating to implementation of the EU Batteries Directive, this time covering the Internal Market provisions. The consultation presents draft Regulations designed to transpose the Internal Market provisions of the Directive into national law, by setting out the requirements for placing new batteries and accumulators (rechargeable batteries), and appliances containing batteries, on the EU market, including the UK, from 26 September 2008.  More specifically: 

· Composition of new batteries and accumulators – the levels of mercury and cadmium used in their manufacturing are restricted; for example, portable batteries containing more than trace amounts of cadmium may not be placed on the market from 26 September this year, unless they are used in certain exempt appliances, such as cordless power tools.

· Labelling requirements  - including the 'crossed out wheeled-bin' and the appropriate 'chemical symbol' to encourage end-users to separate spent batteries for collection and aid subsequent recycling; and 

· Removal of spent batteries from appliances – manufacturers will be required to design appliances in such a way that waste batteries and accumulators can be readily removed.

The regulations will apply to all batteries – no matter their type or where they are manufactured, whether in the UK, the EU or imported into the EU from a third country. New batteries and accumulators that do not meet the requirements cannot be placed on the EU market on or after 26 September 2008.
If you have not responded already you still have time as the consultation will close on 20 June 2008. The documents can be viewed at: http://www.berr.gov.uk/consultations/index.html 
DEFRA - Consultation on the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) UK
This consultation is the final phase of a two phase consultation. It invites views on the European Fisheries Fund draft Operational Programme (OP). DEFRA are particularly keen on hearing the views of small businesses in the Fishing & Marine industry. 

The deadline for comments is 27 June 2008 and the documents can be viewed at:  http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/eufishfund-phase2/index.htm
Health & Safety

HSE – The classification, packaging and labelling of chemicals

This consultation seeks comments on proposed amendments to the Chemicals (Hazard Information and Packaging for Supply Regulations 2002 (CHIP). The amendments are necessary because the UK must implement into national legislation EC Directive 2006/8/EC. As a result of some of the changes, suppliers may need to take account of any large quantities of newly re-classified chemicals they have stored on site at any one time to ensure that they comply with the Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 1999. 

The deadline for comments is 4 July 2008 and the documents can be viewed at: 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd217.htm
HSE - Risks from the use of UV tanning equipment (Sunbeds,etc)

The guidance is now ten years old and HSE is currently consulting on a revised version. There is a note explaining the consultation exercise, which contains background information, highlights the changes made to the guidance, and gives a timetable for responses. The HSE is particularly keen on hearing the views of small businesses in the beauty and tanning sector. 

The deadline for comments is 17 July 2008 and the documents can be viewed at: http://www.hse.gov.uk/radiation/nonionising/sunbeds.htm
Transport

DfT - Responses to the EC’s Road Transport Proposals
A Public Consultation Document was published on 7 December 2007.  The document presented and sought views on three proposed regulations by the European Commission to change EU and UK law on road transport by lorry, bus and coach.  One regulation would set out the conditions to be complied with to be an operator of road Haulage Company and/or coach operator (The Operator Regulation).  The other two Regulations would set out the rules for a haulier to transport goods by road (The Goods Market Regulation) and for a bus or coach operator to run international services in the EU (The Passenger Market Regulation), respectively.  The paper showed the differences between the proposals and current law and included an Impact Assessment of likely costs and benefits (in Annex E of the Consultation Document).

The full responses to the Consultation Document can be viewed on the DfT’s website at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/closed/euroadtransportproposals/responses
Europe
Europe - REACH: Industry urged to pre-register all chemicals by 1- Dec-2008

Some 30,000 chemicals currently in use (e.g. acids, metals, solvents, surfactants, glues) have to be pre-registered at the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) between 1st June and 1st December 2008. As the new chemicals legislation REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and restriction of Chemicals) will enter into operation on 1st June 2008, the European Commission and ECHA are alerting companies of their obligations. Tens of thousands of manufacturers or importers of chemicals will have to pre-register chemicals in 2008 if they want to continue manufacturing or importing them without interruption.

It has been estimated that over 180,000 pre-registration files will be submitted. The pre-registration process will enable companies to share data on their chemicals and paves the way to enhanced knowledge about chemicals. This is a prerequisite for improved safety in the years to come. For more information please visit:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/564&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Europe - The EIP 2008: Building Momentum to support SMEs and Innovation

In the course of 2008, many of the main features of the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP) will become fully operational as, for example, preparations are completed to set up the new Enterprise Europe Network. Furthermore, support to the well-known financial instruments provided by the European Investment Fund will continue and a range of new initiatives will be launched, in particular aimed at boosting eco-innovation.
As 2008 progresses, managers, innovators and entrepreneurs across Europe will see and hear more of the Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme. The EIP is the largest component of the EU’s Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme that will run from 2007 to 2013. While it kicked off in 2007, it is during the current year that many of its main features will become operational on a wider scale with the implementation of the 2008 EIP work programme.

The €2.17 billion EIP has several objectives aimed at directly and indirectly supporting entrepreneurial activity and innovation among businesses across Europe. They include support to cross-border co-operation through Europe-wide business and innovation support services delivered through a network of regional centres, better access to finance for Small businesses through venture capital investment and loan guarantee instruments, and support for policy-making that encourages entrepreneurship and innovation. For more information please visit: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/e_i/news/article_6894_en.htm
Europe - Programme for Reducing Administrative Burdens in the EU

In January 2007, the Commission presented an ambitious Action Programme aimed at reducing administrative burdens on businesses in the EU by 25% in 2012. The Action Programme was endorsed by the Spring European Council in March 2007. The Council also invited Member States to set national targets of comparable ambition in 2008. The Action Programme gives priority to some 43 EU legislative acts grouped in 13 areas and estimated to account for over 80% of administrative burdens of EU origin. More than 300 specific information obligations of enterprises at EU level only have been identified. The screening of these and further related national obligations form a solid basis for future reduction proposals to be presented from the end of 2008. For more information on progress please visit:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/admin-burdens-reduction/docs/E-magazine_Issue%201_2008.pdf
Europe - The new Enterprise & Industry Magazine
The new Enterprise & Industry on-line magazine will provide regular updates on policy development, on legislative proposals and their passage to adoption, and on the implementation and review of regulation affecting enterprises. Articles will cover issues related to small businesses, innovation, entrepreneurship, the single market for goods, competitiveness and environmental protection, better regulation, industrial policies across a wide range of sectors, and more.

The on-line magazine will be complemented by a regular printed version, with the first due to come out later in 2008. For more information please visit:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/e_i/about_en.htm
Europe - Small Business Act: Report on the results of the open consultation
Over the past few years, the European Commission has implemented a specific policy in favour of SMEs and has committed itself to improving the business environment in which they operate by applying the “Think Small First” principle. 

This policy has already produced significant improvements in creating a more small business friendly business environment. 

However, the need to fully unlock small businesses potential for growth, innovation and job creation remains. As a major contribution to this objective, the Commission has proposed the preparation of a Small Business Act for Europe whose main aim will be to set out principles and concrete measures to improve the framework conditions for European small businesses, while taking full account of their diversity. Consequently, an open on-line consultation was launched to allow all interested parties to give their opinion. 

If you would like to see the report on the results of the consultation where UK small businesses were a major contributor then please visit: 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/entrepreneurship/docs/sba_consultation_report_final.pdf
Europe - Proposals for further cuts in red tape for construction products

To improve the internal market for construction products, the European Commission has proposed to replace the "Construction Product Directive" (89/106/EEC) by a new Regulation aiming to remove all remaining regulatory and technical obstacles to the free circulation of construction products in the European Economic Area. 

With 15% of EU manufacturing added value, but only 5% of intra-community trade, the construction sector is less open than other sectors of manufactured goods. "Construction products" include more than 40 ranges of products such as doors, thermal insulating products, cement, roofing products or bricks. The proposal aims at introducing a "common technical language" for expressing the performance of all these products, thus simplifying and clarifying the present situation. A clarification of procedures leading to CE marking is introduced as well, to reduce costs for manufacturers, whilst ensuring that the declaration of performance accompanying the product is accurate and reliable. Specific measures are also introduced to make life easier for micro-enterprises. 
For more information please visit:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/795&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Europe - Improving the safety & environmental performance of vehicles

The European Commission proposes that all new cars from 2012 will have Electronic Stability Control (ESC) systems, to drastically improve vehicle safety. Furthermore Lorries and other heavy vehicles should be fitted with Advanced Emergency Braking Systems (AEBS) and Lane Departure Warning (LDW) Systems as of 2013. 

The Commission already proposed the obligatory fitting of passenger cars with Brake Assist Systems (BAS) to protect pedestrians. These measures will reduce fatal casualties in traffic by an estimated 5000 a year. At the same time the Commission proposes the obligatory introduction in 2012 of low rolling resistance tyres, which considerably save on fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. Fuel consumption and CO2 emissions will further be reduced by the proposed introduction of Tyre Pressure Monitoring Systems. The Commission proposal will also sweep away more than 150 existing Directives and replace them with one single Regulation which is directly applicable in the EU. For more information please visit:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/08/786&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
Food

FSA - The Food Safety Act – A guide for Food Businesses

The Food Standards Agency has written new guidance notes to compliance with the Food Safety Act 1990. The guide provides advice for food businesses on the requirements of the Food Safety Act 1990 and updates the previous version – 'The Food Safety Act 1990 and you', issued in 1990. The current guide takes into account amendments made to the Act.

The deadline for comments is 11 July 2008 and the documents can be viewed at: http://www.foodstandards.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2008/fsa90eng08
FSA - UK-wide 'scores on the doors' scheme 

The Food Standards Agency is seeking your views on proposals for establishing a UK-wide ‘scores on the doors’ (SOTD) scheme to provide consumers with information about hygiene standards in food businesses. The scheme will be supported by a centrally funded branding and marketing exercise and by a national promotional campaign to raise awareness of consumers and food businesses. Assessment of hygiene standards is undertaken by our local authority partners, and we are also seeking views on a support package to assist them in implementing and operating the UK-wide scheme. Comments are sought on:
· the essential features of a UK-wide scheme, and on two different options for the scoring element of the scheme – a 'three-star, plus fail' (four-tier) system and a 'pass/improvement required' (two-tier) system (based on one currently being piloted in Scotland) – details are given at the link below 

· other options for the scoring element of the scheme, based on your experience of existing scoring systems, such as the various five-star systems that are being operated 

· the essential elements of the necessary support package for local authorities operating the scheme 

· the draft Impact Assessment for the UK-wide scheme

The deadline for responses to the consultation is 15 August 2008. Full details of the scheme and background information are available at the link below.

http://www.food.gov.uk/consultations/consulteng/2008/sotdeng08
Other

BERR - New code to cut more red tape
The government introduced a new code of practice that will help save businesses time and money by improving the way regulators work with them. 

The Regulators' Compliance Code is an important step in the government's ambitious programme to cut red tape. It requires regulators to take a risk-based approach to inspection and enforcement. This means fewer inspections and less regulatory burden for the majority of compliant businesses, but more rigorous inspection when there is high risk of a business not complying with regulation. 

Businesses can expect a cut in unnecessary inspections, form filling and information requests, as well as better advice on how to comply with the law. They can also expect more transparent, flexible and consistent enforcement. 

Business and Competitiveness Minister Shriti Vadera said: "The government understands that regulation is one of the top concerns for business. The Compliance Code requires regulators to work better with business and ease the burdens placed on those who operate within the rules. Regulators must take a light-touch approach to companies who comply with the law and target enforcement only at those who benefit by flouting it; this is a vital step towards delivering on our promises to cut red tape." 

National regulators like the Environment Agency and the Health and Safety Executive will have to take the Code into account when setting out how they conduct their work. In England it also applies to local authority functions like trading standards, environmental health and licensing, as well as fire and rescue authorities. For more information please visit:

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=364684&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=True



Glover Committee: improving small firms access to public contracts

Anne Glover, Chief Executive of Amadeus Capital Partners, has been asked by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to lead a committee to inquire into the barriers small firms face in winning public sector contracts, to make recommendations on the necessary action to reduce these barriers over the next five years and to examine the practicality of setting a goal for SMEs to win 30% of all public sector business. To ensure that the report reflects the views of businesses and public sector procurers the OGC are interested in gaining your views, and hearing about your experiences. The deadline for comments is 8 August 2008. To have your say please visit the Office of Government Commerce (OGC) website at: 

http://www.ogc.gov.uk/SME_Consultation.asp
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